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American sewer pipe pottery or sewer pipe folk 
art includes objects of sewer pipe clay and 
glaze which were made by employees of sewer 
pipe factories for their personal use, or as 
gifts to relatives and friends during the 
late 19th and 20th centuries (Adamson 1973). 
It also includes special promotional products 
such as match-holders, paperweights, etc. , 
which were distributed directly by the com­
panies. Most examples are sculptural in 
form, either produced in molds or hand-modell­
ed. Numerous examples are known which were 
signed and/or dated by their makers. 

This special class of salt-glazed stone-
ware has long been associated with the Ohio 
area, where it has its greatest collecting 
interest. However, four of the earliest and 
best-documented examples have a Rochester, 
New York, origin (Barber and Hamell 1974: 
54-55; Hamell 1973 f-g; 1974). More important­
ly, the three earliest of the preceding ex­
amples were thrown on a potter's wheel with 
additional incised, hand-modelled, and sprigged­
on decorations. The later decorations were 
made from molds taken from decorations on 
contemporary English Doulton stonewares. 
These three early examples are pitchers of 
between one and two quarts capacity which were 
made at Otis & Gorsline's Rochester Sewer Pipe 
Company on Oak Street, Rochester, New York. 
The pitchers are hand-inscribed on the base by 
their makers and bear the dates of 1888, 1889, 
1890 respectively (Figure 14). The earlier 
two pitchers can be attributed to William 
Lyle, an immigrant Scottish potter and foreman 
(later superintendent) at the company between 

Figure 14. Salt-glazed sewer pipe stoneware pit­
cher. Wheel-thrown with slightly metallic reflect­
ing, red-brown sewer pipe glaze on exterior and 
interior surfaces. Hand-modelled floral and frog 
decorations on the front; sprigged-on decorations 
on sides taken from Doulton, Lambeth, originals; 
and all-over incised, "tree bark" decorations. 
Inscribed on the base "Otis and Gorsline/Rochester/ 
N.Y./September 19, 1889"; and attributed to William 
Lyle. Height: 7". Private collection. 

the years 1875-1892. The third pitcher was 
made by William Hirzel, an immigrant German 
potter, employed at the factory from about 
1889 to 1917. Several unmarked pitchers are 
also known and may be attributed to either of 
the two men. Hirzel also made a bank for 
"tobacco maoney" in 1901 in the form of the 
familiar Staffordshire seated spaniel of the 
previous century (Bishop 1977: 108). 

With the close of the last of the earthen­
ware and stoneware potteries in this region, 
local sewer pipe and terracotta companies and 
ceramic insulator factories were among the few 
industries where potters could find related 
employment. It is with the "folk pottery" or 
"folk art" produced by employees in these 
factories that "traditional" pottery manufact­
ure in the Rochester and Genesee Valley region 
ceased but not without one final postscript. 

As far as can be determined, the last 
traditional potter to work in this region was 
Guy Dougherty. Dougherty was born in Denton, 
Texas, and worked during the 1920's at several 
traditional potteries in the southern United 
States, including the William T. B. Gordy 
Pottery in Alvaton, Georgia; the George Clay­
ton Pottery in Inman, South Carolina; and in 
North Carolina (Burrison 1973: 196; 1977; Zug 
1977). During the 1930's through the early 
1950's, Dougherty came north during the 
summer to display his craft at the Roadside 
Craftsmen in East Bloomfield, Ontario County, 
New York. Numerous examples of his wares turn 
up at local flea markets and garage sales, 
most of it bearing the circular printed 
"ROADSIDE CRAFTSMEN/HAND MADE/E. BLOOMFIELD, 
N.Y." mark on their bases. Occasionally a 
piece wjll be found initialed "G.D." and 
dated. It is reported that he fired his wares 
in a "groundhog" kiln; the forms of some of 
his wares, particularly pitchers, are south­
ern in tradition. Although he used commer­
cially-prepared stoneware clays and glazes, 
some of his wares echo local earthenwares of 
the previous century. With that, this over­
view ends where it started, somewhere in old 
Bloomfield Township, Ontario County, New York. 
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