




cotta ware, chemical stoneware,and vitrified 
drain pipe. 

Stoneware, once the new product that posed a 
threat to earthenware was now itself threatened-
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Figure 18. Jacob Henry's advertisement in Child's Albany 
Directory, and City Register, for 1833-4 includes an il
lustraton of a portable furnace. These simple devices 
were made by many American potters in . the second 
quarter of the 19th century. 

11 

by competition within the trade from the grow
ing number of stoneware manufactories, by gran
ite ware, mason jars, and eventually· by refrigera
tors, large scale dairying, and commercially canned 
goods. Many p<;>tters continued to make house
hold ,stoneware in addition to, or instead of, 
more industrial products. But, stimulated by a 
need to compete, and aided by new mass-produc
tion processes, their products changed in shape 
and decoration. Forms became increasingly 
straight and· mechanical reflecting less and less 
the mark of the potter's hand. Decoration, 
though often handsome, nonetheless had become 
a means of outdoing competitors' rather than a 
spontaneous complement to· the form. 

An important part ofthe change taking place 
in the potteries was the, substitution of devices 
such as molds and extruders for the work once 
done by the hand of a skilled craftsman. As the 
skill went out of production, traditional hand
craftsmen were replaced by a new and cheaper 
semi-skilled labor force. 

Industrialization had made significant in-roads 
by 1850. Traditional earthenware and stoneware 
potteries continued to operate for many decades 
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Figure 19. This illustration from The Panorama of Professions and Trades by Edward Hazen (Philadelphia: 1836) shows 
a traditional potter at work on a treadle-operated wheel, an English type that was widely used in American potteries. 
The kiln can be seen through the doorway on the left. 
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Figure. 20. By 1852 Abraham Miller had expanded his once small traditional Philadelphia pottery to the substantial fac
tory shown here. Collection of Mrs. Joseph Carson. 

but their numbers were-continually diminishing. 

\ 

Small family potteries, like the one illustrated ,by 
Edward Hazen in 1836, (Figure 19), operating 

""- with the assistance of an apprentice or a journey
man, were existing side-by-side with factories 
such as Abraham Miller's Pottery and Fire Brick 
Manufactory (Figure 20) which employed 45 . 
workers by _1850 (United States 1850). Products, 
market, labor force, shO'p organization, and tech
nology all were changing and the handcraft was 
destined to be entirely replaced by an industry. 
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