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Tabios: Hypertext, Daw

Hypertext, Daw
by Eileen Tabios

Ngani karon gihandom ko si Grasya

Even now | remember Grace

as a sepia stain collap ing my ancestors’ photos
to. reflect faces onestj

without uncertainty of environment, thus, context

¢ jasmine climbs thetrellis
Mrta raises her rayon skirt
to stamp out the flamenco before she dies

Sanq; gita nga mosa ngng sa kinatas-an
t I

Winter liwan rugyva Ginpapa ko ang luy-a

t’s winter aga crushed the ginger
or tl]f soup 0‘11 carrots and orange rinds

ts. spo? or you tween smooches
after your limp up Madison Avenue

Daytoy iti lubong mangar-araco,

This 15 t ecanb% ‘!ﬁ] iﬁ g i

w ere you E{a for, roughsfx the miersectlon
s %1;3 w1f( ourbet “Ongin of the Wor
ed for | wame more sugar torched

a ter you taught me “moonshine” is not liquid but light

ear ooves
as pmturcs ¢ to compromise the sounds of text
there 1s no <ars poetica> but <arse poetica>

er mi abay-e lan
w1t goo«i‘l‘f’]ea Ith nﬂnad Ianasg
you c¢an eventually go home t6 Antique

/Vﬁmgc ce ti tak- taff(:k ak tj sangaribo a cabalyo
k}ugder 0 undred

Footnotes: In the title, “daw™ is a Tagalog wor% used as emphas s to
em phasize the EomLprewously made; the emphasis 1s often mafde n a

ue in-chee or |ron|c n}l]anner n stanzas |-5, the first lines
1l tpan W ﬂrds are ollowed by their English transiations; in the ast
starga En% precedg s the non n%hshp rases. . The Filipino djalects
used are; Cebuano in St nzas and2; Kinaray-a in Stanzas 3 and 6;
[locano in Stanzas 4
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