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2015

The Toxic Plume is Left in Endicott’s 
History, but the Call For 

Environmental Justice RemainsB A C K G R O U N D 
Endicott, a small town in the Southern 
Tier of New York, experienced great 
economic success due to the birth of 
IBM in 1911 through the late 1900s. 
Today, the town is left with 
environmental degradation and is tainted 
by carcinogens as a result. The post-
industrial town has endured corporate-
state mitigation efforts for years.  

This research will explore the realties of 
the toxic plume in the twenty years since 
operations have ended at the IBM plant.  

M E T H O D S  
1. Participant Observation at the 

Endicott History and Heritage Center 
- Joe Titti 

2. Interviews 
- Peter Little, Toxic Town Author 
- Andrea Palmeri, Plume Resident 
- James Little, NYSDEC Liaison 

3. Literature Review 

R E S U L T S 
The plume’s lingering situation was 
revealed. The chemical spill continues to 
leave mixed emotions within the 
community: 
•Some are angered at IBM 
•Some retain their loyalty and respect to 
the company  

However, the majority have come to 
terms with the efforts made and 
now see the plume as a part of 
Endicott’s history.

“It's really not even on my 
radar most of the time...It 

really hasn't affected our lives 
much at all” 

-  Plume Resident  

Priya Desai

THE CONTAMINATED 
REALITIES OF POST-
IBM ENDICOTT TODAY

R E F E R E N C E S 
The Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Toxic Town 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 
A special thanks to: 

- Valarie Imbruce 
- Joe Titti 
- Andrea Palmeri 
- Peter Little 
- Wanda Hudak 
- James Little 

"Unfortunately, if you're renting 
or selling, it puts a big 'X' on 

your house."  
- Plume Resident

“IBM did everything that they 
should’ve and more”  
- IBM Retiree and Plume 

Resident

C O N C L U S I O N 
This contaminated reality has 
become a fear for many such 
communities around the world. The 
ongoing story of the Endicott plume 
fits into the greater picture for the 
need of environmental justice; it is 
an example of precautions needed to 
be put into place so a community 
will never have to suffer as such.

2004 2014

“The plume has shrunk 
significantly since 

remediation efforts 
started.” 

- The Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

Comparative TCE Isoconcentration Contour Map at the Former IBM Endicott Site #704014

20202008

Signs still present today in 
Endicott put up by a local resident 

who still feels remorse over the 
plume 

 Late 1990s

Toxic 
Contamination 

Detected

Mitigation Efforts Begin

2002

Endicott Property Owners File a 
Class Action Lawsuit Against 

IBM for Damages

2015

IBM and Endicott Residents 
Reach Settlement for Lawsuit via 

Monetary Compensation 

Timeline of the Endicott Plume Mitigation and the Change in Resident’s Attitudes
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