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Judaism and Capitalism: Ideologies in Conflict
Benji Hoff

Research Question: 
How do Modern Orthodox Jewish communities 

mediate between their commitment to both Torah 
values and their participation in a capitalist 

society?

Does Judaism espouse 
socialist ideals? How?

Biblical institutions 
regarding agricultural 
practices and property 
distribution that create 

socialist standards: 

1) Shmita Year - הטימש
2) Jubilee Year - לבוי

3) Tithes 

How do these values 
manifest in Jewish 

communities today?

These values are still 
the root of  Jewish 
communities today. 
High schools and 

philanthropic 
organizations are 

examples of  
institutions that 
practice these 
socialist values 

How do these values 
interact and conflict 

with capitalism?  

Judaism prizes social 
sensitivity, 

responsibility, and 
kindness. Under 

capitalism, monetary 
gain supersedes these 

values as most 
important, and Jewish 

socialist values are 
sublimated to 
capitalist ones 

Are there any forms of  
Judaism today that 
critique capitalism?

1) In Israel, kibbutzim are 
agricultural 

communities that were 
founded on pure 
Zionist-socialist 

principles. They still 
exist today, but with 

some problems.
2) The ascetic Chassidic 

sect of  Judaism 
displays values that run 

contrary to those of  
capitalism.  
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