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an aim instead of wandering about aimlessly. Needless to add that
such a standard cannot be gained by a scrutiny of historical data, for it
is itself needed in the appreciation of historical factse
Now in the Republic the theory in question is outlined., It is not
so much the details that count and that are novel, Not even the
philosopher king is the most striking innovation, perhaps not the
totalitarian aspect of the solution either, The typiecally Platonic
answer to the problem at issue is that there is no self-sufficiency
of the political, that the political and the moral life are identical.
The Republic has considered the plan of action in an airtight
compartment as it were, Laws are made and accepted, They seem an
adequate expression of moral insight to the human situation, The
difficulties involved in legislation itself, which iﬁ the Republic
as well as in the Laws is the chief means of polities, have not been

taken into account. (I do not believe that in the Republic Plato thinks

of an imperium legibus solutum,) The needed clarification of the concept
of law is provided by the Politicus,

This problem having been solved, Plato turns to another questions
The Republic thinks of man as naturally willing to follow reason,
as having no past or present associations and interests to which he
clings. Such an obvious distortion of the situation has to be corrected,
and it is corrected in the Laws. In the same way Plato constructs his
theory of physical nature once from the point of view of reascn, and
once from the point of view of necessity., Politics as ethics is now
considered under the presupposition that man is refractory to the
moral law, and an attempt is made to determine how equality snd difference.
freedcm and obedience can be incorporated into life, granted that man

by nature is ineradicably selfish,



The werking cut of Plate!s pelitical thecry tcck many yearss
That in the ccurse ¢f time he saw details differently, cr cxpressed them
in a mecd cr in a manncr different frum the cne that might have been his
in earlier years, it wculd be unhistcrical to deny, The main content
cf his view remained unchanged,

In porticular it cannoct be said that in later years Plato put
greater emphasis cn religicn, I do nct believe that he altered his
basic opinicn concerning obedience tc the law where it is in conflict
with the convicticn of the individual, And instead cf a betrayal of
Scerates, there is an effort tc infuse the demands of Socrates into
the life of everybody. If the stete is man "writ large," Plato
wanted the state tc be Sccrates "writ large "
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