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Summer Scholars and Artists Program

Faculty Advisor Dr. Heather Dorn

BINGHAMTON

Binghamton University’s student-run, nonpartisan politics magazine

Happy Medium is a subsidiary organization of the
Student Association at Binghamton University.

The project: Design and produce the first print edition of the
web-based publication Happy Medium Magazine and distribute
copies across the main campus of Binghamton University.

Personal development

Through participation in the Summer Scholars and
Artists Program, I developed skills in graphic design,
editing, and collaboration. The program allowed me
to devote full attention toward Happy Medium durin
the summer. I learned time management skills by
planning ahead and distributing my work evenly to
stay ahead of deadlines and avoid burnout.

e Happy Medium provides a space for students to gain
experience in political journalism and opinion writing in
a nonpartisan environment.

The process: Compile 7 articles (4 new and 3 previously published
on our website), create custom designs for each article, and
cultivate a balance between academic and journalistic styles.

Professional development

During the summer, I facilitated the pilot run of Happy
Medium’s Summer Political Journalism Internship
Program. Three writers participated in the program,
writing a total of ten articles. Two articles were include
in the print edition and all will be posted on our
website this semester. The summer program enabled
Happy Medium to start publishing articles weekly at
the beginning of the semester. Developing this program
gave me experience in curriculum writing and working
one-on-one with writers.

e 2 of the 4 new articles were written by participants in our
Summer Political Journalism Internship Program.

13 volunteer proofreaders reviewed a draft of the edition.

The politics: To appeal to a wide range of readers, the articles
selected fall under a broad range of categories, including US policy,
elections, foreign affairs, political history, and New York politics.

e Sometimes opinion articles are published on our website;

however, none are included in this print edition. Political science, not political science-fiction.

Happy Medium Magazine will continue as a
quarterly print publication in addition to regular web

The product: Print 1,000 copies of a 32-page edition in partial publishing.

color through collaboration with an Ithaca-based printer with

funds from the Summer Scholars and Artists Program stipend. Happy Medium is also working on developing a

format for Instagram content, which will be easily
sharable and visible to the student body.

 Through collaboration with the Center for Civic Engagement

and Broome County Board of Elections, the back-inside cover
of the edition is a usable voter registration form.

Complete this form to register to vote! Oct. 14 is the last
/s day to register to vote for the November election.
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By Bryan Goodman

The Supreme Court of the United States
is facing its toughest legitimacy crisis
since Bush v. Gore 531 U.S. 98 (2000).
The Court is now dominated by a right-wing
supermajority that no longer needs the vote of
Chief Justice John Roberts, who is arguably
the most liberal of the six conservatives. As a

handed down rulings on laws and precedents
that many thought would never be revisited.
The Court issued 66 opinions relating to a
variety of cases in its most recent term. This
follows the downward trend in the quantity of
issued opinions and cases heard. As a result,
each decision has greater significance.

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s

Health Organization

The first opinion released by the Court
this year was Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, in which the Court
overturned the legal precedents set by the
cases Roe v. Wade 410 U.S. 113 (1973) and
Planned Parenthood v. Casey 505 U.S. 833
(1992). The ruling came in a 6-3 decision
split along ideological lines—the six conser-
vative justices in the majority and the three
liberal justices dissenting.

Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh had previously affirmed the prec-
edent set by Roe v. Wade during their Senate
confirmation hearings. Gorsuch said, “A good
judge will consider [Roe v. Wade] as precedent
of the United States Supreme Court worthy as
treatment of precedent like any other” (NBC
News 2022). Kavanaugh said “It’s settled as a

—
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precedent of the Supreme Court entitled the
respect under principles of stare decisis” and
“has been reaffirmed many times over the
past 45 years” (NBC News 2022).

The majority opinion, written by Alito, is
nearly identical to the leaked draft. It men-
tioned multiple times that the right to abortion
was not deeply rooted in the tradition and his-

the Court that the viability line established by
Roe and Casey should be discarded under a
straightforward stare decisis analysis. That
line never made any sense” (Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization).

Roberts still sided with the majority con-
cerning the original Mississippi 15-week ban
that brought this question to the Court. He
did not, however, sign onto the Alito opinion.
The implication of overturning a due process
case such as Roe is that it then opens the
door in the future to overturning other such
due process decisions made by the Court.

Justice Clarence Thomas argued in his
concurrence that “‘substantive due process’
is an oxymoron that ‘lack[s] any basis in the
Constitution” (Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization). He continues with a
task for the new Court:

“[R]econsider all of this Court’s substan-
tive due process precedents, including
Griswold, Lawrence, and Obergefell.
Because any substantive due process
decision is ‘demonstrably erroneous...’
we have a duty to ‘correct that error’
established in those precedents... After
overruling these demonstrably erroneous
decisions, the question would remain
whether other constitutional provisions

Recent SCOTUS Decisions

™

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health

In this decision, the Court overturned long-standing
precedents from both Roe v. Wade 410 U.S. 113 (1973)
and Planned Parenthood v. Casey 505 U.S. 833 (1992).
These decisions pertained to abortion rights, which the
Court in 1973 believed to stem from the Fourteenth
Amendment Due Process Clause and the right to pri-
vacy. While voting with the other conservatives, Chief
Justice John Roberts authored his own concurrence

with the judgment, and did not sign onto Justice Alito’s

Vega v. Tekoh

In Vega v. Tekoh, the Court held that “a violation of
Miranda rules does not provide a basis for a §1983
claim,” meaning that an individual cannot file suit if
they are not read their Miranda rights upon arrest.

NY State Pistol & Rifle
Association v. Bruen

This decision struck down a New York State law reg-
ulating the issuance of concealed carry handgun per-
mits. The Court found that the regulation “violates the
Fourteenth Amendment by preventing law-abiding cit-
izens with ordinary self-defense needs from exercising
their Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms
in public for self-defense.”

WV v. EPA

In this case, the Court limited the EPA’s ability to reg-
ulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants. The
Court relied on the “major questions doctrine” which
“directs courts to presume that Congress does not in-
tend to vest agencies with policymaking authority over
questions of great economic and political significance.”

L
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New Yorkers
Who Held
Power and
Made History
in Congress

With the midterm elections
around the corner, we look
back at some of the most
influential and groundbreaking
politicians that New York has
sent to Washington.

November, New Yorkers will go to the

polls to elect 26 Represenatatives and
one Senator to represent us in Washington,
DC. With this in mind, it could help to reflect
on men and women elected by New Yorkers
in the past who have displayed leadership
in the legislature. The Empire State has
been quite influential in American history,
partially due to hosting the most populous
city in the country. Many of the members of
Congress elected by New Yorkers to serve on
Capitol Hill have held powerful positions and
left lasting legacies. New York has been the
birthplace of 5 presidents, 11 vice presidents,
3 Supreme Court chief justices, and 15 as-
sociate justices (Moore 2021; “Vice President”
2021; “Justices 1789”). While these executive
and judicial leaders are themselves notable,
this article will focus specifically on legislative

For the upcoming midterm elections this

\

Robert F. Kennedy Hillary Clinton
Library of Congress United States Congress

leaders. Incumbent Senator Chuck Schumer,
currently serving as the first Senate Majority
Leader from New York, is one that may come
to mind for many. However, New York has
been the home of many famous politicians

bodies to oversee proceedings. The House
of Representatives is presided over by the
Speaker, who is elected at the beginning of
each two-year Congress. The Senate is tech-
nically presided over by the Vice President,
but the President pro tempore is chosen to
preside in their place (“About”). The President
pro tempore is traditionally the longest con-
tinuously serving member of the majority
party. However, agenda-setting power in the
Senate is vested in the Senate Majority Leader
(“The Legislative Process”). Two New Yorkers
have been elected Speaker of the House.
John W. Taylor served as Speaker during the
16th and 19th Congresses in the early nine-
teenth century, while Theodore M. Pomeroy
served a unique one-day term as Speaker at
the very end of the 40th Congress on March
3, 1869 (“List of Speakers”). Only one US
Senator from New York served as President
pro tempore of the Senate, Federalist John
Laurance, for part of the 5th Congress in
December 1798 (“About”).

Perhaps two of the most noteworthy legis-
lators from the Empire State were Democratic
Senators Robert F. Kennedy and Hillary
Clinton. Both ran for president during their
terms in office: Kennedy in 1968, before his
assassination (“Robert Kennedy” 2009) and
Clinton in 2008 until losing the primary elec-
tion to Barack Obama. Clinton, who had the
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The

Dead Political Parties

By Eric Wang

Today there are two main parties that dom-

far as most people are concerned, this small
handful of parties is all that’s relevant to US
politics. But if we rewind the clock, we will see
the rise and fall of several parties through-
out American political history. Parties, such
as the Federalist Party and the Whig Party,
dominated periods of American history and
majorly affected the course of our country and
the world. By looking at failed American po-
litical parties, what they stood for, who made
up their voter base, and why they fell, we can
better understand our two-party system.

The Federalist Party
The Federalist Party was created along-
side our fledgling nation in the
late 18th century to oppose the
Democratic-Republicans. Led
by Alexander Hamilton, the
Federalists supported pro-
tectionism, a strong national
government, manufacturing,
and, in terms of interna-
tional affairs, Great Britain
(“Federalist” 2021). As a
result, many of the propo-
nents of the party were busi-
nessmen who benefitted from
protectionist and pro-manufac-
turing policies. Similarly, the party

garnered support from those who preferred a

ernment for about a decade but held in-
fluence until the 1820s (Federalist 2021).
However, Federalist John Marshall (the 4th
Chief Justice of the United States) handed
down Federalist decisions long after the fall of
the party and instilled many Federalist beliefs
into our government with landmark cases
such as McCulloch v. Maryland and Marbury
v. Madison (Federalist 2021). Marbury v.
Madison (1803) established the power of judi-
cial review, which allowed the Supreme Court
to declare laws unconstitutional (Marbury).
Additionally, McCulloch v. Maryland (1819),
where the state government of Maryland
tried to impose a tax on a federal institution,
was important as it concluded that the US
Government and Constitution had supreme
power over the states (McCulloch). Both of
these decisions display Marshall’s Federalist
beliefs as they strengthened the power of the
national government and its entities.

The Fall of the Federalist Party

A loss of support and popularity and a split
within the Federalists’ ranks eventually crip-
pled the party (“Federalist” 2021). Events such
as Jay’s Treaty and the Whiskey Rebellion
caused the party to lose public support. Jay’s
Treaty was negotiated in 1794 by John Jay
between the US and Great Britain to lower
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of America

tensions between the two countries. The trea-

years of tension between tax collectors and
Pennsylvanian distillers. Those who opposed
the tax unsurprisingly joined the Democratic-
Republicans, weakening Federalist support
(“Whiskey” 2019).

In 1798, the Federalist Congress passed
the Alien and Sedition Acts, which were widely
disliked. These laws made it harder to become
a US citizen, criminalized criticizing the gov-
ernment, and allowed the government to im-
prison or deport those deemed as “dangerous”
(“Alien” 2020). The Alien and Sedition Acts led
to increased opposition from the Democratic-
Republicans, who claimed that the acts were
unconstitutional and used to suppress those
who disagreed with the Federalists (“Alien”
2020). The population largely agreed with the
Democratic-Republicans, and support for the
Federalists declined.

The killing blow to the party came in 1799
when President Adams surprised the country
by announcing a peace mission to France
(“Federalist” 2021). This split the party in two:
one faction supporting Adams and the other
supporting Hamilton. This division allowed
the Democratic-Republicans to easily win the
presidential election of 1800. The Federalists
would go on to make a small resurgence
during the War of 1812, but they would never
fully recover (‘Federalist” 2021).

revolutionaries in France,
and the Federalists wore
similar black and white ribbons.

The Democratic-Republican Party
Following the fall of the Federalist Party
came the heyday of the Democratic-
Republican Party. The Democratic-
Republicans opposed all that the Federalists
stood for. According to political scientist
James A. Reichley, the point that divided the
Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans
the most was the issue of social equality
(1992). Led by Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison, they supported agrarianism, ex-
pansionism, republicanism, and France, as
opposed to the Federalists’ support of Great
Britain (Murse 2018). Much of the support
for the party was from the yeoman farmers
of the era—people who owned and cultivated
small plots of land. Since most of the US was
agrarian at this time, it is no surprise the
Democratic-Republicans took power after
the Federalists.

The Fall of the Democratic-Republicans

The party’s downfall began during the pres-
idential election of 1824. All the candidates
were from the Democratic-Republican Party,
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