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Figure 11. Pierced Charles II silver penny (1.2 cm
diameter).

in the same manner as a German jetton found
at Fort Pemaquid in Maine (Bradley and Camp
1994: 213). However, pierced silver coins have
also been strongly associated with African-
American practices, in particular wearing the
object on a string around the neck or ankle in
order to ward off evil. The occurrence of these
objects in archaeological deposits in southern
contexts and African-American burials (Brown
1998; Leone and Fry 1999; Russell 1997; 68;
Wilkie 1997: 89) may be the one subtle archaeo-
logical indication for the presence of Africans
at Sylvester Manor.

In addition, a fair amount of scrap copper
plate, possibly derived from European ket-
tles, has been recovered from the South Lawn
midden and Feature 221. Occurring in various
shapes and sizes, several pieces with roughly
punched or widened holes may have served as
pendants, medallions, or clothing ornaments
while at least one tinkling cone made from
scrap copper has been recovered from Feature
221 (riG. 12). One copper object that continues
to elude solid identification is a potential fer-
rule that, like the Spanish cob, has been etched
with what may be considered Native American
design elements (riG. 13). The word ferrule
is used here to describe tubular objects that
may have once fit over wooden or bone shafts.
Found in Feature 221, this particular object
is now crushed, but would have been tube-
shaped with a rolled lip. The outside surface
of the object has been etched with two rows of
bands that ring the entire ferrule. In between
these bands the owner etched a row of con-
nected diamonds. Correlations to this diamond
design can be found around the world, but one
need look no further than the large quantity of
Shantok Castellated pots recovered from the

Figure 12. Rolled copper cone (2.5 cm in length).

Figure 13. Copper ferrule with etched designs.

same context as the ferrule. A potential correla-
tion could be drawn between the highly deco-
rated “spiked” collars ringing the rims of the
Native ceramics found in Feature 221 and the
diamonds ringing the top of this copper object.
Similarly, the diamond motif is also well rep-
resented in the European fleur-de-lis pipestem
assemblage from Feature 221.

Lithic Material and the Absence of Iron
Tools

The analysis of iron artifacts from Sylvester
Manor is ongoing, but a preliminary exami-



Figure 14. Door hardware recovered from the midden
and Feature 221.
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Figure 15. Utilized flint recovered from Feature 221.

nation of material recovered from the South
Lawn and Feature 221 reveals an assemblage
dominated by architectural items in the form
of nails, lock-plates, keys, hinges, and other
door hardware (riG. 14). Two iron awls have
been recovered from Feature 221, but otherwise
absent from the collection are iron blades, axes,
or tools that one would associate with the pri-
mary activities taking place on a provisioning
plantation. This absence may be explained
by our choice of areas for excavation that are
dominated by assemblages of domestic mate-
rial, with large quantities of ceramics, personal
items, and architectural debris. If this is the
case then we have yet to locate the primary
areas of production where items related to the
provisioning operation, such as barrel stave
and meat production, might be encountered.
However one would still expect to find blades
of some sort employed in the butchery of meat,
which is certainly well represented in the
faunal remains, at a domestic level. This pat-
tern has also been observed in the work done
by Stephen Silliman at Rancho Petaluma in
California, where Native inhabitants may have
actively chosen not to use certain European

Northeast Historical Archaeology/Vol. 36, 2007 109

derived materials in a residential setting as
a way of distancing their identity from an
oppressive labor system (2004: 192). An anal-
ysis of the lithic material from Sylvester Manor
conducted by Kat Hayes may also shed con-
siderable light on the absence of metal blades
(2005). The lithic assemblage from the 17th-
century colonial component of the site is domi-
nated by European derived ballast flint, often
assumed to be deposited when a ship takes on
cargo, and good only for the expedient produc-
tion of gunflints or tinderflints. While this pro-
duction is well represented at Sylvester Manor,
with a large quantity of well worn and prob-
ably locally produced gunflints present par-
ticularly in Feature 221 (ric. 15), there is also an
indication that flint may have been expediently
used for purposes other than spark produc-
tion. Taken as a whole, the use-wear patterns
on the flint from 17th-century deposits suggest
the material was being used for a variety of
purposes, including cutting and scraping. One
interpretation suggests that Native Americans
were appropriating this readily available mate-
rial for their own domestic use. The employ-
ment of flint for expedient tools, in light of the
paucity of metal cutting instruments, may sug-
gest limited access to metal tools, deposition of
metal tools in areas more associated with labor,
curation of metal tools, or perhaps a deliberate
effort to use a more traditional technology with
new materials. Numerous Spanish American
contexts have shown that the domestic sphere
is often dominated by traditional or mixed
technologies (Deagan 2003: 7).

Material recovered from Feature 221 sug-
gests that in addition to the possibility of flint
used for domestic purposes there was a con-
tinuation of traditional ground-stone tool use
into the mid-late 17th century. Feature 221
has yielded at least four ground stone imple-
ments coinciding with the quantities of worked
ballast flint. Two pestle fragments, one made
of quartzite and a much larger one made of
granite, have been recovered (FiG. 16). At least
one nutting stone or grinder has also been
identified. The fourth tool is a possible ham-
merstone. Shaped like a celt, the bulbous end
tapers down to a flattened narrower end. One
side of the narrow end and the tip show exten-
sive battering from repeated striking (ric. 17).
The bulbous end and sides of the object also
exhibit evidence for battering, but not to the
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Figure 16. Granite pestle fragment from bone layer in
Feature 221.

Figure 17. Possible ground hammerstone (13.7 cm in
length).

extent found around the narrower end. Also
of interest is staining on the side of the object
opposite the heavily battered side, both near
the bulbous and narrow ends. It is possible this
is related to gripping the object the same way
for repeated use. One suggestion for the tool’s
use would be as a hammerstone for lithic tool
production as the shape, wear pattern and size
are similar to ones used by modern flintknap-
pers (Whittaker 1994: 87).

Conclusion

The material culture recovered from the
provisioning era of Sylvester Manor increas-
ingly points to an amalgamation of at least
two cultures residing and interacting in the
same space. This interaction resulted not only
in materially mixed assemblages but also in
blending of resources, technologies, and sty-
listic elements in several classes of artifacts.
However, the incredibly mixed nature of the

17th-century deposits hinders our ability to
make definitive statements concerning which
cultural group or groups used these mate-
rials. Mixed in with materials often associated
with European habitation, such as lead-glazed
earthenwares, iron nails, locks, hinges, and
bricks, we have encountered large quantities
of Native American ceramics, copper beads, a
pierced thimble, and evidence for a continuing
lithic tradition. While this mixture obviously
points toward at least two cultural groups in
contact, it is the idiosyncratic items in these
assemblages, items that have been altered or
produced outside the norm, which speak the
loudest concerning intense cultural interac-
tions at Sylvester Manor. Objects such as the
handled pots from Feature 221 represent a
blending of Native American and European
styles that occur only during sustained interac-
tions between cultural groups, thereby creating
a creolized material culture. Other objects, such
as etched and pierced coins, pierced thimbles,
and utilized scrap copper, are particularly
evocative of making European materials “func-
tion in another register” where one group has
replaced an object’s intended meaning or func-
tion with one more compatible with their tra-
ditional practices (de Certeau 1984: 32). For
Native American inhabitants this act of cultural
reproduction may have helped to cope with
the rapid influx of European material, possible
incorporation into a plantation labor system,
and even relationships that may have created
culturally mixed households. The latter is a
tantalizing option, but difficult to substantiate
without documentary evidence or areas of pri-
mary residence. What does seem clear is that
the presence of these mixed deposits strongly
suggests that Native American laborers were
a prominent fixture on the early landscape of
Sylvester Manor.
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