Binghamton University

The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB)

Research Days Posters 2022 Division of Research

2022

Costume Design for She Kills Monsters

Gayani Bulathsinghala
Binghamton University-SUNY

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022

Recommended Citation
Bulathsinghala, Gayani, "Costume Design for She Kills Monsters" (2022). Research Days Posters 2022. 48.
https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022/48

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Division of Research at The Open Repository @
Binghamton (The ORB). It has been accepted for inclusion in Research Days Posters 2022 by an authorized
administrator of The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please contact
ORB@binghamton.edu.


https://orb.binghamton.edu/
https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022
https://orb.binghamton.edu/div_of_research
https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fresearch_days_posters_2022%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022/48?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fresearch_days_posters_2022%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ORB@binghamton.edu

BINGHAMTON Costume Design for She Kills Monsters

UNIVERSITY

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK Gayanl Bulathsmghala

BOXOFFICE

She Kills Monsters is a drama-comedy play by Qui Nguyen. The story is about Agnes Evans, who
loses her parents and sister Tilly to a car accident. The sisters did not have a good relationship
growing up and Agnes is trying to make-up for that by trying to get to know Tilly better by playing a

Dungeons & Dragons module that Tilly had written. After the paperwork, next step is compiling Visual Research. Depending on which period the play is set in, our resources for research change. For historical costume research, we use paintings as _ _ _ _ o _
A costume designer is not only a designer of clothing, but also a researcher. When a script is well as descriptions from historical books that are period appropriate. But She Kills Monsters is set in the 1990s and research for the real world were mostly found in fashion catalogues, After many crea.tlve meetings with the director, the: dfa5|gn|ng team and th_e visual researc.h,
handed to a costume designer, they first analyze the play and then analyze the characters. There is magazines, high-school yearbooks and actual family/ friend photographs. We had more freedom with costume designs for the fantasy world, research pictures were found in Dungeons and we start rendering the costume. We present a preliminary sketch to the director to get his

a great deal of psychology used in a costume designer’s work when trying to design for a certain Dragons visual books, digital games and fan art and was not set in a certain time period. There are many ways to present the research to the directors, | personally find creating a mood board per feedback. Once the sketch has been approved, we then move on to the next step of adding
the designer to figure out exactly what a character needs. There is a reason behind why we put on the team better understand the design

certain clothes everyday—weather, mood, to impress someone, or the answer could be as simple
as a pile of dirty laundry. As the costume designer for She Kills Monsters, | have done research to
create both the gaming world according to Dungeons & Dragons as well as the reality set in the
1990s.
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After reading the script once, we read it again to find clues in the script for
each character. These clues might be given directly through stage directions,
or they may be included in the dialogues. As the costume designer our goal
is to find all of these little clues to build a personality for the character. We
call this a Character Notes Chart. Below is an example of the chart for
character Agnes in She Kills Monsters.

Character Page # Notes

8 Likes "Ace of Base"
8 Average, average height, weight, build... Tilly’s Sister
9 Parents and sister (Tilly) dies from car crash

The Story is about how Agnes, the girl who never left
home, found a way out

Been in relationship with Miles for 3.5 years. Just now
moving in with him and not engaged to be married

Bugbear attacks bring her close to death. Tilly uses a
revive spell and to restore Agnes’s hit-points

Comes in with black leather gloves. Thinks they will

2 'help her stay in character

""" ;9 |Putson hergloves and as she does she’s instantly e
transported to the D&D world Setsioemes SIeHANTON UNVEESIT _sve kuis worsrees

""" 41 |‘1watch ‘Tnhe Real World I listen to Madonna,
there’s no way I’'m anti-gay"

""" Z-l 2 Upset that she learned more about her sisterina
role-playing game than she did in real life

""" z.1 6 Teaches English in High school. Same highschool as

Agnes | ..l Tillyand her friendsgoto oo

Listened to 10,000 maniacs while making out with
Miles in the couch

62 24 years old Monsters

Tilly says: "twenty four in Ohio-time is like geriatric,
it’s like super old, it’s like thirty. Shouldn’t you already
have a kid? Or two?" And Agnes doesn’t object to
those words

Kaliope Darkwalker

Agnes’s world had "George Michaels and leg-
warmers"

Loved her baby sister Tilly. As Tilly was growing up,
73 Agnes failed to understand her. Now that she’s dead,
she’ll never get a chance to be close to her
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76 Getting to know Tilly’s friends
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Once we have the Character Notes chart for all the characters, then we move on to the chart for
Scene Breakdown. The scene breakdown helps to see which character/ actor is on stage at any
given point of time. In this particular play we have characters going in and out of the Dungeons and
Dragons fantasy world, New Landia, and the real world, Athens, Ohio. We also have one actor
playing multiple roles, our cast consists of 18 actors but we have 40 different costumes. This chart is
most important when we need to prepare for costume changes in between scenes. The red colored
boxes show quick costume changes—some of these changes are done in under one minute.
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