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Victims on Trial: New York’s Response to Sex Trafficking
Jason Anglum

Introduction:
In 2013, New York State 

established the Human Trafficking 

Intervention Courts (HTICs) – special 

courts that adjudicate prostitution 

related cases

Goals of the HTICS:
1. Combat human trafficking in New 

York State, which is most often in the 

form of sex trafficking 2

2. Interrupt cycle of arrest, release, and 

exploitation for victims

• Sentence is up to 3 months 

and/or up to $500 3

• Common for victims to return 

to their abusers 4

How do the HTICs work? 5

1. HTICs receive prostitution case

2. Judges and lawyers evaluate the case

3. Identified victims are given resources 

such as job-training or drug treatment

4. Victims who accept services may 

have charges dropped

Victims are treated like 

criminals:
• Identified only after being arrested

• Many held in prison and mistreated 6

• Court proceedings can be traumatic 

and embarrassing 7

• Some sentenced to prison 8

Incidences of human trafficking in the New 

York State region (2019) 1
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Lilly: A Success Story? 10

Sent to HTIC 

after being 

arrested for 

prostitution

Failed to 

attend her 

mandated 

counseling

Court understood, gave her more 

counseling and possibility of dismissal

Explained that her former pimp 

put her in debt, forcing her to 

return to sex work

At next court 

date, given a 

second 

chance

Complied with 

mandates but 

was arrested 

again

Lilly is still vulnerable to exploitation 

and likely to return to sex work. The 

court does not continue to protect her
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Percentage of Sexual Victimization 

in Jails (2012) 9
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