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Hirohiko Araki’s Fashionably Exhibited Manga
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© Lichtenstein: A
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The sales-based nature, sequential imagery, and narrative component of graphic literature historically barred it from
museum exhibition. Famous for his long-running manga, JoJo s Bizarre Adventure. Hirohiko Araki has had panels,
artwork, fashion, and spinoffs from the series presented in collaboration with Western institutions of both high art and
high fashion, however. Manga is the Japanese equivalent to comics and, as such, it is a medium generally regarded as
mass-produced entertainment. The inclusion of Araki’s work within such esteemed circles, then, brings the very
definition of artistic value into question. Through his use of paneling. Western art inspirations, and intertextuality
commenting on the conflicted relationship between manga and museums, Araki has placed himself within the
post-modern inclusivity of museum audiences in The Louvre and, on the other hand. the exclusivity of fashion houses
like Guceei. Artistic and monetary value are intrinsically linked, but Araki’s graphic novels produced in collaboration
with such establishments are themselves mass produced, yet are nevertheless held in high regard. evidencing that such
values are ultimately contextual
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