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Creative Self-Expression in GTMO
Violations of Human Rights Articles 17 and 19

Natalie
Schuster

Background

Detainees would scratch poems or short
stories on styrofoam cups, and in
response, guards were instructed to
confiscate and classify them.
Subsequently, detainees would be accused

Creative writing was only allowed after the
Obama administration implemented art
classes during the “golden age of
Guantdnamo.” Before then, the only form of
writing allowed for detainees was letters to

their attorney, and any form of creative

T SSURCUSIOEZaxe et (RN ALY writing was immediately classified.

The deprivation of intellectual property in
the form of poetry and writing on
styrofoam cups is an infringement of both = —

human rights articles 17 and 19. — e
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