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Documentation: The current cost of applying for

The Financial Dilemma
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Many of them are unable to secure
documentation due to increasingly
restrictive requirements, meaning
that those who come to the United
States for a better life simply

cannot obtain their goals.
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Figure 1. Size and Share of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States, 1850-2019
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Source: Migration Policy Institute (MPI) tabulation of data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-19 American Community Surveys (ACS), and 1970, 1990,
and 2000 decennial census. All other data are from Campbell J. Gibson and Emily Lennon, "Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born
Population of the United States: 1850 to 1990" (Working Paper no. 29, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, DC, 1999).
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