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Collecting Recitals at the Libraries
● Collection includes ensembles and faculty performances, as well as graduate,

guest artist, and undergraduate recitals.

● Exist on reel-to-reel, cassette tapes, CDs,
and most recently shared on Google Drive.

● Reason for collecting: part of university
record, teaching value

Family Weekend Concert 2013 at 
the Osterhout Concert Theater in 
the Anderson Center for the 
Performing Arts, Saturday, October 
26, 2013. Women's Chorus
Photo credit:  Jonathan Cohen
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Cataloguing Recitals*

*Documentation created by the Libraries’ Cataloguing Department 



4

SLIDE TITLE HERE

Digitizing Recitals 
● Funds from the New York State Program for the Conservation 

and Preservation of Library Research Materials to digitize the 
reel-to-reels

● Outs ource digitization
to George Blood LP

Title:  ape reel to reel.
Creator:  J orn van Maanen,
Source:  Flickr
Copyright Licens e:  Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/demaneschijn/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/demaneschijn/35748237111/in/photolist-WsX4rH-2kZcGXZ-278j352-joZSU8-GHySLt-ZzpHMS-2mXhbwq-nzRWjF-9LB8Zq-ny63DH-dZjYQ6-oEM2zX-Wrtx4w-2gfUy4d-kjKBU3-fyaFh5-pTGZgQ-4fp11j-7YMhHm-bio8bx-rE5rpN-dBv4nC-jp2UXL-dGPsth-21Bm68o-qg2HcG-LyjdkN-kJhJus-8EHev6-QQHCZP-QYR6Xo-jp2Q7o-o5KKYd-dUaqAN-RykiKx-gQdyBp-2hJBfTF-dZqGGU-dcgFdH-pVCJW8-9Kcuhf-2eSg2KB-aki8Bz-RFY7X-dZqF8f-nBfLyL-dcgGfY-LyjjLy-c9b3pE-avYAKX
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Digital Preservation at the Libraries  
● Implemented Rosetta, a digital preservation system, from 
ExLibris, in 2011.
● One of the first academic libraries to implement Rosetta.
● Demonstrate that Rosetta could be scaled-down
● The plan:  identify “low hanging fruit” to preserve - show   
proof of concept -get trust / interest of faculty - scale up
digitization preservation efforts.
● All “good” until the person responsible for 
Rosetta and digital preservation left….
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Add to Rosetta???
● Challenges

○ Rosetta
○ Little knowledge of audio preservation
○ No strategy or workflow for preserving 

audio recordings
● But we had .wav files!

Title:  Hard Drives
Creator:  Eric Schmuttenmaer
Source: Flickr
Copyright License: Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/akeg/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/akeg/387424982/in/photolist-KzqFL-7GBBJA-71ntRE-6R3GwB-7veWKp-6RKWJv-7viKR3-7viGSo-89Xrpg-NUU9R4-NUU9Ni-NA7unY-NUU9Tt-NA7uh7-LhQ4jA-4HYiuw-8a7uNU-AeDX5-NUU9Q2-NA7uiQ-NZwBVy-6GuMMT-89XujK-8a6WpA-bu1z8-WjCwZu-89XsSp-52gkPy-89XvQX-YcLD-8a3Jzn-ekoPXf-Cza3iE-by33g-389w77-66ZvYc-4WLxFe-NUU9Qc-f4JFN-dHvGF-fc7Bt-5XgzYe-2jCNmLF-5hv433-nLdkxb-4yY7A1-8DBuQe-bpngUP-9FLS3c-2aR6U4d
https://www.flickr.com/photos/akeg/387424982/in/photolist-KzqFL-7GBBJA-71ntRE-6R3GwB-7veWKp-6RKWJv-7viKR3-7viGSo-89Xrpg-NUU9R4-NUU9Ni-NA7unY-NUU9Tt-NA7uh7-LhQ4jA-4HYiuw-8a7uNU-AeDX5-NUU9Q2-NA7uiQ-NZwBVy-6GuMMT-89XujK-8a6WpA-bu1z8-WjCwZu-89XsSp-52gkPy-89XvQX-YcLD-8a3Jzn-ekoPXf-Cza3iE-by33g-389w77-66ZvYc-4WLxFe-NUU9Qc-f4JFN-dHvGF-fc7Bt-5XgzYe-2jCNmLF-5hv433-nLdkxb-4yY7A1-8DBuQe-bpngUP-9FLS3c-2aR6U4d
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Metadata Template
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Deposited Recitals into Rosetta
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Recitals Preserved in Rosetta
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Project Scope
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Step 1:  Export records from ALMA 
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Clean-up Data in OpenRefine
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Student Continues to Edit Metadata
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Student Digitizes CDs and Programmes 
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Deposited Recitals into Rosetta
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Import Records into Omeka
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Add Links to Rosetta
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Concluding Thoughts
▪ Concerns about copyright and intellectual property
▪ Not a lot of awareness
▪ Is this worth the investment?  
▪ Moving forward, however,

■ Pos s ible s ource of fundrais ing
■ Aligns  with our digita l pres ervation policy
■ Building our digita l collections
■ A pedagogical res ource 
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Reference 
Sauceda, J. (2020). Library Practices regarding School of Music Recordings: A Survey of Big Ten Institutions. Music Reference Services 
Quarterly, 23(2), 51– 62. https :/ / doi-org.proxy.binghamton.edu/ 10.1080/ 10588167.2020.1764283

https://doi-org.proxy.binghamton.edu/10.1080/10588167.2020.1764283
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