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We have to-morrow
Bright before us
Like a flame

Yesterday, a night-gone thing
A sun-down name

And dawn to-day

Broad arch above the road we came,
We march!

--Langston Hughes




PREFACE

In spite of the many-fold increase of studies focused upon black
merica in recent years, few have been directly concerned with the
rdinary black American, with just plain John Brown. Fewer still have
entered upon the John Browns of the urban North and the development
f a sense of cormunity in the black districts of northern cities as
merica became an urban nation. Modern black America came into being
tween 1890 and 1930. And, despite the difficulties irvolved, 1t is
)ossible to gather at least some insights into the ethos of ordinary
black America.
| My own endeavors to provide such insights came about because of
he semi-isolation of my former military life. From that vantage
oint, from being a step removed from the mainstream so to speak, it
emed that the nation had been offered second chance after second
for social reform, but to no real advantage. In the 1960s
hael Harrington, in The Other Anerica, was striking the same chords

_were played by Jacob Riis in How the Other Half Lives, in 1890.1

W far removed is the violence of the 1890s, when there were almost

lynchings a year over the decade, from the murder-from-ambush of

Ovided by Ethel Waters, born more than a generation earlier,in her
iOQI‘aphy?:’ By such measures the social changes wrought in America

v
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:f more than three generations are pretty meager.
~ The recitation here is obviously foreshortened and inflated. But
rtainly white Anerica, at least as seen from my semi-isolation,
oL d not have been overly surprised at the raised, clenched black
it. Yet, as Harrington noted, in 1960 "the United States found
;Lizfor celebration in the announcement that Negro workers had
I'-" 58 per cent of the wage level of their white co'workers."4
:”of the black Americans whose "progress" was so celebrated? They,
‘their parents, are the topic of this study.
Basically, the study rests upon two rather simple assunptions.
rst, it is accepted that “blackness" really did matter, that
lackness” was in the very warp and woof of the Negro's experience.
I this, it is understood that the life experiences of the Negro
d the turn of the century were singularly different from those of
y other group in the American culture. And so they are today.
ondly, because the Negro's role in the larger society was narrowly
stricted, it is also accepted that the 1ife experiences of the i
bers of this group contained many similarities. The tone of
ment or ethos of the black masses of the northern urban
unity should, therefore, be discernible in spite of the fact that
hey were generally quite mute and left few records.
- Ordinary black life in the urban North had its mundane features,
ba'”.rse. It was not just a sequence of one damn thing after another

Dught about by “Negro-ness.” It was not (nor is not), “piss in the

1S and blood on the stairs" of some ghetto tenement, as novelist
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alph Ellison so powerfully paraphrased it in his charge to Negro
sthors, even if there is a certain reality to be acknowledged there.5
concern here is with the attitudes of the janitor walking down
Parkway, toward Washington Park in Chicago, after buying his boy
| fce cream cone. It is with the thoughts of the tired domestic on
enth Street in Washington, D.C., walking toward home on aching feet
her white family, thinking of her black family. It is with the
oung couple emerging from the subway exit on Lenox Avenue and walking
D One Hundred Thirty Fifth Street toward Seventh Avenue, each

hinking Lord knows what. A1l just ordinary Americans in so many ways
it nevertheless black in a white Anerica. We are concerned, that is
0 say, with the ethos of such people as Langston Hughes made come

in his poems and stories: "people up today and down tomorrow,
king this week and fired the next, beaten and baffled, but deter-
ned not to be wholly beaten, buying furniture on installment plan,
111ing the house with roamers to help pay the rent, hoping to get a
W suit for Easter . . . ."0

The time frame 1890-1930 is, of course, pertinent. Eighteen-
and 1930 may each be regarded as a milestone along the road of
lack American existence. In the 1890s, the nature and pressure of
5? existence forced the Negro into a new ra;ial awareness. A nadir
~>!ice relations had been reached, North as well as South. That apt
esentation of American racism, Jim Crow, had a home in the North

S well as in the South. By the end of the century new Jim Crow
x““teS. brought about by a number of forces, had fairly well fixed
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 ’tandards of interracial relations. The most important of these
" were foreign migration, which caused social and economic
urbances in the slowly growing black communities, and the search
white America for a social order more in keeping with a modern

an industrial society. Such pressures urged upon the black

munity a realignment of thought of self and of "whiteness." In a

s black Anerica turned inward in the 1890s; the ordinary Afro-
rican, quietly, unconsciously perhaps, no longer concerned himself
th fighting the forces in the interrelationship that delimited him
”L'the dominant group, nor dreamed of their fading away. Now a new
e of racial consciousness, pervasive "we-group" feelings, a

H nct sense of “peoplehood," was given full leave to deveIop.7 It
0 percolate its way upward as a nascent middle class developed
i. was founded upon providing services to the growing black
munities.

The World War era again brought black America the hope that the
lor 1ine would at least fade somewhat if it were not to be swept
ay. Even the small black elite, though they saw themselves more
ass-akin to the dominant white majority than race-akin to the mass

f the black minority, made use of the rhetoric of black solidarity in
instance. Black America would demonstrate its worthiness if that
as what was required. But the hoped for improvements all along the
lor line were to be frustrated.

Racial consciousness was swept upward to a new level as a result

" the wartime and the especially bitter post-war experiences. In
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'te of the fact that the black social structure became more than

r a mirror image of the white, this heightened sense of camunity
'gto be maintained. Further reinforced by new waves of migration
om the South, black Anericans in the urban North were possessed of
ense of peoplehood as the 1930s and the Great Depression dawned,
at was strong enough to sustain them even through these hard years.
is alone was not the answer to being black in a white America, but
ass awareness came to nourish racial awareness, and the black
munity entered World War II determined that the disappointments of
St-World War I would not be repeated. The 1930s mark the beginning
“erruption from the bottom” that would boil up in the World War
period and after.8 Between the white man's "nigger" characterized
the “Uncle Tom"epithet and the Black Panthers, in short, there must

9 It occurred

ve been some rather drastic change in the black ethos.
these years.

{lplicit in this study, then, is the idea that the antecedents of
ay's Black Revolution are discernible in the changing ethos of the
thern black comunities of the last decade of the nineteenth

itury and the first three decades of this century. This period saw
tructuring of the northern Négro's outlook regarding not only his
world, but also the white world about him. But it is not
'ticularly the purpose of this study to offer another "watershed"
Me: it is rather to describe, with as much precision as possible,

& characteristic spirit woven into the web of northern black urban

3J!nce during the time, and how it changed.
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CHAPTER 1

THE VIEW FROM THE BOTTOM

Yet do I marvel at this curious thing:
To make a poet black, and bid him sing.*

ﬁe years between 1890 and 1930 saw a drastic and dramatic
rfentation of the northern black urban carmunity.] Industrializa-
n and urbanization had been in the process of reshaping white

fca and its image of itself for a generation. They changed black
rica as well -- especially during these years. A Negro America
essed of a distinct sense of comunity emerged by the late 1920s.
ocial structure had, at the same time, been molded into a

torted facsimile of white society, a Negro middle class rising out
single social class that was typical of the black districts of
northern industrial cities in the 1890s. The ethos of the black
ity, however, was shaped by the overwhelming majority of the
"popula‘don that still formed a more-or-less homogeneous mass at
botton of the social structure. It is the mind and thought of

se Americans, of those the "farthest down," to borrow from the

tle of one of Booker T. Washington's publications, that is the focal
t of this essay.2

, AN people, said the scholarly Alain Locke of Howard University,
are "under social pressure are permeated with a cammon experience;

1




y are emotionally welded as others cannot be. With them, even
inary 11ving has epic depth and lyric intensity, and this, their
erial handicap, 1s their spiritual advantage."3 It is in this
gfpthat the term “ethos" is used here. The basic assumption is

L it s possible to speak of, to seek, as the dictionary puts it,
le characteristic spirit, the prevalent tone of sentiment, of a
ple or a comunity;" that it is possible to reconstruct "the
tinguishing character or tone of a racial, religious, social or
r group."
The opinions of the great mass of people at the bottom of the
ck social pyranid -- a markedly truncated pyramid -- were given
pe in large part by the color line. Their view of the dominant
te society, for instance, had much to do with how the Negro
nity as a whole defined its own structure and roles. Thus to
N meaningful perspective on these opinions, one must try to go
Iside" -- to become part of the group and look outward.* But going
side" is not easy, since the members of this segment of society,
mostly literate by the end of the 1920s, did 1ittle writing.
0Irs and diaries are apparently nonexistent, as would be expected.
e letters of the participants in the Great Migration of the World
" 1 years and after have been preserved, but little else of this
e has survived.® Nevertheless, the threshold at least can be
0ssed.
~ How things looked from the "inside" finds its fullest expression

imaginative literature and poetry of black artists. The Negro




jpapers of the day also permit glimpses "inside.” When these two
are supplemented by selections from the literature of the
t? sciences, an outline of the black world and the surroudning
e world of this "man the farthest down" can be sketched, albeit

 a fairly broad brush.

The literature of and on the Negro is perhaps best capable of
iding the kind of historical insights being sought here. Statis-
s of urban growth, or mortality rates resulting from the "white
Jue®" (tuberculosis), of occupational limitations, and the like, are
the bones of a skeleton, at best, upon which one must flesh out
)lack experience. Such data, essential as they are, cannot relate
sychic impact of being black in a white society. In this

one must agree with literary critic Nick Aaron Ford's

(ﬁvion that "history records the deeds of a people, but literature
ers their hopes, fears, and dreams. If we wish to understand
*fﬁives behind action, literature is more profitable than history;
ff reflects the thought which later produces the act. Most
rature is a commentary on life."6 The basic assunption here is,
Psychologist David HcClel]and;so aptly puts it, that

successful authors are in part successful because

they manage to put into writing what i{s in every-

one's mind, the hopes, dreams, strivings and

motives of their audience. Their own motives may

B foa 1o of thein resdars.] || o prodect

3 9 Lo

b Critics seem to agree, as Seymour Gross and John Hardy say, that

iters of fiction and poetry tend to grope for meanings rather than




impose them -- Yeats called this process the 'public dream' --

. [and] can bring to the surface what otherwise might be buried in
culture's subconscious."8 An author is subjected, of course, to

e multitude of pressures that impinge upon the rest of the

ety, and his dreams, drives and disappointments can get in the way
eality. But there is a consensus, nevertheless, as to the histor-
1 worth of imaginative literature. When considering the Negro

or, however, ore enters a sort of literary no man's land.

n about the turn of the century the "place" of the Negro

{can author in American literature has been periodically debated
as if “Negro author" and "American literature" were mutually
usive categories.9 Of course the contention that Negro writing is
ow distinctive is one that cuts both ways, for on the one hand it
ts the Negro author's subject matter to the black experience,
On the other hand, argues that there is in “blackness" a host of
ies that cannot be presented by other than the black artist.10
'@ 1S no one brand of literary output “that automatically goes with
lat nose while another brand automatically goes with aquiline

bures,* as Nick Ford so well puts it N

There is, however, an

d responsibility when the b1$ck author addresses the reality of
kness in white America. "Like any other artist," writes a leading
rity on the matter, "the Negro novelist must achieve universality
Dugh a sensitive interpretation of his own culture. The American
however, has not one but two cultures to interpret. He bears

uble burden, corresponding to the double environment in which he

————




5,12

trter one insists upon the ability of an imaginative author to
L,.t his culture as well as the capacity of the Negro author to
'xit his double environment, one sti1l must be cautious in using
aginative literature as an historical source. For instance,

de McKay, Countee Cullen, and Langston Hughes, all celebrated

5 of the 1920s, dealt much with the highly charged, romantic
black 1ife during the period. The subject matter, as two
1‘:1sts have recently noted, provided these authors with effec-
terpropaganda to white racial stereotypes, but thus neces-
ily “avoided a description of all those Negroes who were simply
'Rﬁ‘to survive and improve themselves econunically.‘13 This is an
Irate enough generalization. The more colorful characters created
e authors are certainly not typical of the ordinary black city
in the North in the early decades of this century. On the

* hand, these artists could hardly have avoided such description
'3¥1y and had remained faithful in their interpretations. The
eral ambience" of black 1ife, as these anthologists term it, is
11 to be found there.l4 ]

blems of identity and ;elf—esteeu suffered by the author
ther complicate the use of this literature as an historical source.
chard Wright, who is usually found on any modern list of accom-
American authors, provides an excellent example. “After the
ce of Richard Wright the double standard for Negro writers was

~ Says one anthologist. "Hereafter Negro writers had to stand or




by the same standards used to evaluate the work of white

vag"s But some critics of the late Richard Wright say he wrote
he thought he were white. A comparison of his values as

7En_jn his autobiography, Black Boy, discloses a “doubtful
ification with other Negroes," argues one psychological study.‘6
nty-nine percent of his descriptions of Negroes were unfavor-

" statistical analysis showed, and "the characteristics he

buted to Negroes as such are radically different from those he
ibutes to himself, and in which he takes pride." In all, Wright
‘%wautobiography is charged by this investigation with a

rising infrequency of explicit concern for the welfare of Negroes
Beoin. 7

Nright's most famous character creation, Bigger Thomas, in Native
Is also the product of a "white" interpretation, a recent study
s, for Bigger lacks even a single redeeming feature.'® What is
fking, Bigger is seen as representing black America.'® But

8 Son s part of the literary heritage of Dos Passos, Farrell,
?~1nbeck. and may well have come from the mold of Theodore

er's An American Tragedy (1925). And certainly the flow of black

around Bigger's tragic existence mirrors the day-to-day life of
ordinary Negro in the black urban community. 20

irlecting and using the imaginative literature of black American
Ists is further confounded by the fact that in the 1890-1930 period
Of their work was of a propaganda-counterpropaganda nature. From

t decade of the nineteenth century many black artists were
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hly race conscious.?] Then, starting in the 'twenties, Negro
rature picked up tones of class consciousness as well, the two

g melded in the works of such authors as Richard Wright and Ann
Black writing was, generally, protest writing. “Some agreed
Booker Washington, more with DuBofs,” critic and author Sterling
n writes, "but all stressed the Negro's persecution and his
ment."22 Qne author said Brown, in "answering Booker T.
fngton's conciliatory school of thought," asked, "'What are
:;3 land and money to men who are women?'*23 [n 1889, by way of

ther example, Sutton Griggs, in Imperium in Imperio, offered the

Q:novel that suggested direct political action and the use of
ence as a solution to the Afro-American's condition in America.
s novels, Griggs weighed open revolt versus exodus versus the
&'Ulshington approach, forecasting the arguments of the

th century.24

dtereotyping was a major weapon in white propaganda missives and
hese black counter-missives. For the most part, white character-
ons of the Negro tended to range between the contented slave and
C primitive on the one hand, to the "tragic mulatto" and local
" "nigger" on the other.2® The more "Negroes showed themselves
eking economic advancement and civil rights," Sterling Brown

e the more white "authors portrayed them as insulting brutes and

S," a stereotype that came to full flower in the early years of

- Century. 26

The "Muckrakers," those reform-minded publicists of the Progres-




» era, even fell short in this area. Today, Ray Stannard Baker's

us Following the Color Line (1908) is seen as a product of the

lonal climate of the times. "The book," historian Carl Resek

rts, "was typical in its readiness to accept the Southern view of
i11ions of inert, largely helpless Negroes who, imbued with a

'p sense of their rights, are attaining only slowly a corresponding
ireciation of their duties and respons1bilit1es."27 The implicit

e of Baker's much praised work was not lost on the black

unity. Even the conservative Colored Anerican Magazine, while

lewing Following the Color Line favorably, pointed out that there

e "many things the Negro . . . knows about this question that Mr.
er will never know, because the Negroes fear to tell him."28
e black author's propaganda counterattack also used stereotypes,
vtted. Sutton Griggs, for example, in an addendum to his novel,
Hindered Hand: or, The _gigg of the Repressionists (1905),
icked the popular racist novelist Thomas Dixon, attributing Dixon's
like of the Negro to his poor-white extraction.29 This, the notion
the “cracker," is one of the major pre-World War I stereotypes that
vived the period. Other major types, in addition to the poor-white
lain, were "the benevolent white father of mulattoes, the kind
stocrat, the mean planter, the brutal overseer, and the Northern
pion of the Negro."30

Even so, such propagandizing by writers on both sides does not
P their literature from being useful as a window on the black

erience. There are flaws in the glass, but the view is not wholly




scured -- not even by white prejudices. It was quite possible for
fte authors to interpret the black man with fide11ty.31 A leading
thority, for example, considers George Washington Cable “one of the
nest creators of Negro character in the nineteenth century," while

»i»Tuain's Jim, in Huckleberry Finn (1884), is cited as “the best

mple in nineteenth century fiction of the average Negro slave."32
the turn of the century one can point to Stephen Crane, Theodore
fser, and Willian Faulkner as further examples. They, along with

» grasped that the Negro during encounters with the white man

e a mask that mirrored to the white world what it desired to see.

, nigger is not a person so much as a fornn of behavior,' Faulkner

te in The Sound and the Fury; 'a sort of obverse reflection of the

le, Twain and Crane who many times attacked the rabid racism of the
5,34

The selection and use of imaginative literature as an historical
"ce, then, is confounded by a number of considerations, not the

it of which is their protest nature and the widespread use of
reotypes. There is an additional problem concerning the Negro in
urban North to carry this topic but one step further. Before the
od of migration from the South began to swell the northern urban
ters during World War I, a cityward movement that continued into
quenties. there was little imaginative writing concerning black

® in these cities. Paul Laurence Dunbar's, The Sport of the Gods,

lished in 1902, is generally considered the first novel about

te people he lives among.'"33 It was in fact such white authors as =
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thern urban 1ife by a Negro author.35 One has to wait for the
really -- and the storfes of Rudolph Fisher, Claude McKay,

ton Hughes, and others -- before the northern black scene is
[talized upon. Here Richard Wright is again worth mention, espe-
for his writings on the quests of the migrants to the northern

iised land. 36

Imaginative literature perhaps presents the greatest problems
| using it as an historical source, but cautions quite similar in
ure to those outlined above are applicable to other types of

irary works as well. Of the poetry of the early years of the

est was not quite as pronounced as in the novel. But, wrote
1ing Brown, it "was difficult in a period of conciliation and
e class striving for recognition and respectability" to break out
e traditional molds. "Their poetry seeks escape from a burden-

b reality, but almost never is the burden explicitly stated, or the
lest more than a vague dissatisfaction." Still, "in comparison to
\egro masses they [the black poets] did not have so very much to
give."37 This would change as the century wore one, however, and

! of the most bitter black protest of the period would be expressed
oetry, 38 A

A Soméwhat parallel situation existed in the theater. To play
Cessfully to a white audience looking to be entertained not

agandized, any protest offerings had to be tempered with reminders
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the familiar, a situation that did much to perpetuate the more
s stereotypes of black 11fe.39 This is especially the case with
erican peculiarity, the minstrel show. It had much to do with
blishing the comic Negro stereotype -- the shuffling Negro all
ed up in outlandish clothes and spilling big words and malaprop-
at every turn.%0 The Negro like the white, of course, attended

heater as an escape, not to be propagandized. He cared not at

in the popular stage presentations and in the newer mass media
adio and movies, the perpetuation of racial stereotypes.41

Other kinds of writings are capable of providing glimpses

ide," of course. And the problems encountered in using them as
Orical sources are not so very different in many ways from those
f\using imaginative literature. For instance, the public

ance of the race leader like that of the politician, “in most
inces, has been altered in the interest of policy," as W. T.

aine put it.42 Obviously the caution would be applicable to the
ys of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois.  The public image
P. Washington may be one of an altruistic man, but he appears

== at least in his public 1maée -- to have been saomewhat color
W.E.B. DuBois, on the other hand, although at the pinnacle of
lack intellectual elite, was anything but optimistic as far as

F and the Ancrican culture were concerned. Of DuBois, author

Ide McKay wrote that meeting him:

was something of a personal disappointment. He
seemed possessed of a cold, acid hauteur of spirit,
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which is not lessened even when he vouchsafes

a smile. Negroes say that Dr. DuBois is
naturally unfriendly and selfish. I did not
feel any magnetism in his personality. But

I do in his writings, which is more important.43

”ﬁs. it seems, DuBois could really touch the "blackness" of the
Negro -- polemics aside, of course.

Autobiography, a field of literature to which DuBois contributed
ber of times, is another avenue into the black culture of

ca. Autobiographies are, obviously, especially valuable in
oring, say, the motivations and the policies of black leaders, but
are also capable of providing insights into the other end of the
fﬁ!ocial spectrum. Excellent comment on being black in America is
» found here. This is especially the case since Booker

ington's Up from Slavery (1901). The Horatio Alger image so

cit there was more often rejected by the black writer after that
Look, these later writers seem to have said during this period
rowing race consciousness, the Alger-like success of Washington

ed upon white help.%? Thus, the autobiographical sketch in

{on to the formal autobiographies of such notables as Langston
S, Claude McKay and W.E.B. DuBois, are especially useful for
Study.

Before turning to the Negro newspaper and periodical as mirrors
ack life, it remains only to comuent on the use of social science
Brature -- especially sociological studies -- in exploring the

S of the black northern camnunity. An ever-increasing number of

was generated during this period, many of which must be
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pached with caution, remembering the highly racist climate of the
1t would appear, for instance, that the noted Atlanta Univer-
Studies, a research program inaugurated by W.E.B. DuBois for the
y of Negro life in all its facets, became mired in questionable
pdology as well as a morass of insufficient funds and a dearth of
onne‘l.45 Moreover, the later studies evidently suffered from
L of objectivity.46 But this type of material is not rendered
ess by such shortcomings. And the studies of the later decades of
, century -- those of such respected researchers and writers as
ranklin Frazier, St. Clair Drake and Horace Cayton -- may be used
| confidence.

The case for Negro newspapers and periodicals being at least

tial mirrors of the black community is somewhat the same as that
those classes of writing already mentioned. During the period

ng considered here all Negro newspapers were weekly publications,

s with Negro news and opinions."47 They have been likened to "a
ge sounding board" of the black community, and it is the general
hsensus of scholars that the Afro-American press "defines the Negro

the Negroes themselves."48 "His newspaper is the voice of the

critic Robert T. Kerlin said.

Those who would honestly seek to know the Negro
must read his papers. It is in them that the
Negro speaks out with freedom, with sincerity,
with justice to himself, for there he speaks as
A Negro to Negroes, and he is aware that the
white people do not so much as know of the
existence of his papers.

To know the Negro do not quiz the cook in
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your kitchen, or the odd-job, all-service

menial. . . . In general, they will tell

you what they know you wish to hear, or, on

difficult matters, remain nonconmi ttal. 49

Negro newspapers were -- and still are -- almost the only source
ce news: that the white press "rarely gives space for anything

erning him [the Negro] except an all too frequently overdrawn

ription of his bad qualities," was a fact continually noted in the
.{press.so Such a suspicion within the black community that the

@ press -- even in the North -- could not be trusted to give the

D an even break was well founded. By far the greatest portion of
erage devoted to black Americans was anti-social news items.

e newspapers were simply indifferent to the Negro unless he thrust

@1f upon the white consciousness by interfering in some manner

51

the habitual patterns of the white community. Conversely, the

 press did yeoman service in perpetuating black stereotypes, as
.}by the following filler items from a northern white paper.

“Why is it, Sam, that one never hears of a darky
committing suicide?" inquired the Northerner.

"Well, you see, it's disaway, boss; when a white
pusson has any trouble he sets down an' gets to
studyin' 'bout it an' aworryin'. Then firs'

thing you know he's done killed hisse'f. But

when a nigger sets down to think ‘'bout his troubles,
why, he jes nacherly goes to sleep."

A colored woman consulted the village lawyer,

"Ah want to divo'ce mah husband," she said. "What
is the trouble?" asked the lawyer. "That nigger's
gone an' got religion and we ain't seen a chicken
on de table for two weeks."52

The need of the black community for its own communications media

ous. The black newspapers did not, however, take on its role
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opagandist for the Negro community until the last years of the
teenth century. Prior to this time Negro papers were mainly

ious and denominational in nature, although before the Civil War
had functioned as potent propaganda organs.53 And it was not

| the make-up of the urban black communities was altered by the
ward migration of Southern Negroes that the Negro newspapers took
eir role as organs of counter-assertion in earnest.%d It was in
role that these papers mirrored the image of the Negro communi-
the urban North in these years, a role that made protest,

¢ achievements, and a sense of common identity regular features in
ftnke-up.ss

er a period of time, of course, a paper altered the image it
>ted by changing make-up and tone. The striking exception to

is the constancy of the race progress and "social uplift" type

Dverage. Examine almost any issue of any black newspaper or

hievements -- no matter how mundane and unnewsworthy they would
been in the white world -- will be found. "It is characteristic
he Negro newspaper that a gfeat deal of space goes for various

S of welfare and uplift effort," Frederick Detweiler wrote in his
nitive study of black newspapers. "It is a group that keeps on
'Tell them we are rising.'"56

The Negro press, in short, was -- and remains today -- almost a

uliar institution." Its main strength is its ability to "reach
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jcally all the Negro people at least some of the time."®7 It has
) noted that the "'jus' among ourselves'" tone of the Negro paper
nged when the country newspapers became urban journals as their

ces moved cityward. This within-the-group tenor continued, how-
, even into the 1940s, sustained by the fact so few whites knew

e papers even existed.®

It is just because the Negro newspaper was able to talk without
tes listening that it was one of the better mirrors of the black
inity. But in spite of its protest nature, in spite of its
r-assertion role, the Negro press of the time was, at bottom,
servative. Quick to attack where racial inferiority may have been
lied, the black press basically followed the lead of the white:
reflected the values of the dominant society -- values those in
trol of the black press had adopted, and which the Negro community
L whole accepted. Of course many of these values were inappro-

ate because of the color line, but this fact was more appreciated

middle class.®? From this point of view, it would perhaps be
ter to see the Negro press as an organ of reform rather than

est, as Maxwell Brooks has sdggested in his study. The sugges-
N, of course, does not mean the papers were not the voice of black
« It was just here, on the “question of questions for Amnerica
the race question" -- that the Negro made his voice heard so
fly‘ﬁl)

Much of what has been noted here concerning the Negro press is
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applicable to the last class of source material to be mention-

he Negro magazine. Polemical from the start, they reflected the
lenge the rising racial consciousness of the black community would
‘fering to the dominant cultural ideas of the nation. Some would

tain this polemical stance; others would be born as black replicas

{te periodicals.®!

fike many of the newspapers, the Negro magazine was apt to suffer
life span. C. S. Johnson writes: -

One of the greatest discouragements to Negro
magazines was in the fact that the more direct
the appeals to Negroes, the less the support

from that necessary outside group of [white]
subscribers and contributors. Compromise
positions lessened Negro support and subsequently
readers, and by the same gesture reducing outside
interest in supporting something that was not
read or was without influence.62

The Colored American Magazine ceased publication in 1909 after

t a decade, for instance. At least part of its troubles stem-
a failure to satisfy the demands of white supporters.63 In
 of their susceptibility to outside pressures, however, the
zines are an important source into the life of the black commun-
and are especially rich as a source of the short story form of

tion. Several, especially The Crisis and Opportunity, are notable
64

their encouragement of this form of expression.

There are, in sumary, quite a number of avenues leading “inside,"
ng to openings into the ethos of the northern Negro community of

times. The poetry, short stories, novels, and drama of black




sts provide the best insights because as artists, they could

for and find, to some extent, the meanings within the 1ife of
black American comunity. Individually, the black Amnerican wore
sk that presented to the white world only a mirror. No matter
closely the individual may have guarded his share of the "charac-
stic spirit" of the black world, however, the imaginative litera-
 of his artists, his newspapers, and his magazines, turn the

into a window.

18




CHAPTER II
CLIMATE OF THE TIMES

Why should it be my loneliness,
Why should it be my song,
Why should it be my dream
deferred
overlong?*

The truth of the report can not be fully vouched for, but its

Ficance here lies in the wide-swinging satire with which the
ewspaper greeted it. The paper related how the circus crowd
surged forward to collect souvenirs from the carcass of the

nded brute, as was usual at such Southern spectacles. But a

of the South stopped the celebrants. In the name of all that
0ly to Southern dignity, out of respect for its heritage and

eS, he pleaded that shame not be heaped upon the good name of the
th by carving up an elephant for souvenirs as if it were a “common
y, 01

Today, such aﬁ event and the resulting camment sound bizarre --
@ white point of view. From a black viewpoint, however, they

lent the national climate of the times. The last decade of the

19
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teenth century and the first three decades of this century were,
rally, the Negro Anerican's modern “time of troubles." In spite
ains over former conditions in many spheres, their status in the
ity as a whole had deteriorated markedly. Black America realized
e 1890s that the hopes and promises of Emancipation were empty

As a result, Negro America became institutionalized: it became
ciety within a society, coming into existence and growing to early

rity during the period, while white society played the dual role

arents and midwife.?

The social and intellectual forces produced by industrialization,
nization, and foreign immigration all merged in the last years of
nineteenth century to bring about a restructuring of American life
the early years of the twentieth. As so aptly expressed by histor-
Robert Wiebe, these forces brought forth a “search for order" that
W up a new middle class in white America.3 The change was of a
ental nature; a large portion of the old values, encased as they
in nineteenth century small-town Anerica, had to be reworked or
arded. New values -- grounded in economic and social imperatives
had been in the process of changing for years because of indus-
lization and urbanization -- had to be tailored to meet new needs.
s a dramatic time, these decades between 1890 and 1930. ol
Racial thought like social thought was moderated during these

'S. The shift may be described as a transition from the ideas of

a1 Darwinism to those of the Social Gospel.4 It was a shift from
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ogical kind of explanation of individual, social, and racial
rchies to an explanation of these hierarchies that, while based
herited traits, made them responsive to society's control.
ronted with an ideological tension between the doctrines of
rhood and inequality," writes Curtis Grant, a recent student of
;ial Gospel movement, “the Social Gospelers formulated a prag-

program of Christian service and duty which made room for

[he great spokesmen of the Social Gospel, however, were never
tularly explicit on the racial aspects of their theorizing. The
10table spokesmen of the Social Gospel -- Washington Gladden,
'iF»-tt. and Walter Rauschenbusch -- seemed especially unsure
The ties between the apparent ordering of the races and evolu-
Y theory were just too striking and these clergymen accepted
fidence of modern science.® Only Josiah Strong, 2 crusading
fMan in the West in his younger days and earliest of the Social
3FTS. gave any special thought to the Negro in his theme of
lﬁsnprenacy. Of this spokesman Curtis Grant writes:

Strong compared the situation of the American Negro
immediately after the Civil War with that of the
lo-Saxon emerging from barbarism centuries ago.
Because the Negro was thrown into the midst of an
advanced social order -blessed with matured indus-
trial, political, and religious institutions, he
lacked the opportunity to develop himself by
Creating his own civilization; he had no alterna-
tive but to accept the existing society and adjust
to it in a passive spirit. On the other hand, our
Anglo-Saxon ancestors, without the machinery of an
- advanced culture, were driven by necessity to invent
new tools and processes. Devoid of pampering
luxuries and confronted with a climate and condi-
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tions of life that challenged his ingenuity, the
Anglo-Saxon had to struggle for survival, thereby
developing a robust nature and character not possible
under more salubrious conditions. Using Lamarckian
language, Strong added [in Qur Country]: "It is those
qualities, slowly acquired through long ages of
struggle, and born in Anglo-Saxons to-day, rather

than the lands, the riches, the industrial, social

and political institutions into which they are born,
that make Anglo-Saxons free and mighty.7

For “the most part, though, it was the pioneer social themes of

ocial Gospelers that interested the new middle class being

d in urban-industrial white America. These themes attacked the
f popularized Darwinian ideas as a rationale for existing

S, especially in the economic and political spheres. Reform
nists, historian Eric Goldnan termed these young progressives.8
sought change, this new middle class of professionals and

ess specialists, and found in new "scientific" attitudes toward
ty the rationale for an organized attack on the deplorable con-
NS of the urban poor and the like. A responsible society, one
ised the tools that efficient bureaucratic organization could

‘ bear on its problems, was their goal. Mastery, not the drift
Issiez-faire government and competitive business, was the key.

At the same time, this new middle class had to look beyond its
late concern as it sought to identify its place in the national
€ of things. They were the leaders of the "search for order®
Degan in the last years of the nineteenth century. For this

@ traditional standards no longer sufficed. The bureaucratic
OF urban-industrial development and reform could only be met

h a social systen that measured worth by a yardstick of skill
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1lent instead of wealth and ethnic background.?

he practical consequences of the “search" as a whole need not be
. Beginning in the 1890s and continuing throughout the

ssive Era and beyond, changes in local and state governments,
ent laws, enforcement of public health regulations, settlement
movements and public education drives, as well as changes in

ss methods and organization, wrought some modification of the
scene.‘ And, of course, the black Anerican reaped some

its from the reforms, especially at the lower political levels.

P urban traction service, for instance, helped him as well as
urban dweller. Still, the "search" and the changes it

it largely bypassed the Negro, especially in the South, although
! fn the dominant white society -- particularly when coupled
Jrowing racial antipathy -- automatically meant change in the
:*"hunity.'o

of the period seems to have been characterized by temporary
onstantly changing coalitions of pressure groups whose immediate
1 goals often had different motives. But on “the problem" --

ace problem -- these groups, whether Northern or Southern, found
a of essential agreement. fhe end of the century capped some
¥=five years of effort to exclude the Negro from the white social
‘t=-rI This is not to say that the American color caste system
assigned the Negro his permanently inferior role on the basis of
fMerged full blown in the 18905 as a product of the “search for
in white America. The free Negro's status before the Civil War
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a shadow before it and at least outlined modern segregation. In
 the racist nature of American society seems in retrospect to
been foreshadowed since the first settlements on the North

can continent. Reconstruction, one noted historian has written,
only an interruption" in the task of assigning the Negro to his
'place” in the system after the Civil War.'? How his new “place"
d be shaped, its metes and bounds, was to be determined by the
taking place in the white world. At the popular level, more-
s biological interpretations of the Negro's inferiority, along
the even older theological explanations, persisted into the 1920s
beyond and further set the limits of his “place.“

In the northern urban centers, the years after the Civil War had
'3 time of relatively relaxed interracial contact. The "old
tlers" in the northern cities, as the old black elite has been

;’. worked out a fairly comfortable settlement with the old white
e class. They had, in fact, adopted the values and manners of

e urban Anerica and looked forward to their acceptance by the
society in the not too distant future.!3 Living as they did in
lation from white society as well as fron the mass of the black
Nation in the cities, perhaps the “old settlers'" insistance on

S Optimistic theme is understandable. At any rate, they did not
to be aware that the old stfongho1ds of interracial support were
longer being manned. Since the 1880s, the former adherents to the
Htionist tradition had been otherwise occupied and, as Arnold

= Notes, “had come to consider the Negro a more or less hopeless
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ot all white militancy on the black man's behalf ceased, of
The National Citizen's Rights Association (NCRA) was organ-

13915 would perhaps be the best way of putting it. Such
t was prerequisite to the adjustment of interracial affairs
ok place in the South, and which is so well described by C.

odward in his Strange Career of Jim Crow and The Origins of

W South. Extreme racism became the mode in the South, a mode

le disturbed the North and its growing new "liberal" middle
l{' that was in fact reflected in the North's own interracial
5]6

ie “revolution of the red-necks" in the South, underway by 1830,
seem as if the race war had already begun there. “Have Aner-
groes Too ifuch Liberty?" asked an article in The Forum in 1893.
1y, yes. "Some radical change will have to be made . . . .

Iro will have to be disfranchised and a separate code enacted,
N fit him. Corporal punishment," the article added, "is the
:&f that has ever reformed hjm."l7 Refashioning the Negro's

' through disfranchisement took most of the decade to complete,
What Mississippi had managed to accomplish by constitutional
in 1890 could not be done elsewhere until after the

€ of Populism in the South. But once the power of Populism was

} once the ingenious "grandfather clause" was devised in Louis-

.
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nce the Hoke Smiths and Ben Tillmans emerged; once Jim Crow
were constructed by local and state laws, the black man's place
clear enough. Popularly, the racial creed became, "'Let the
Afjite man count for more than the highest Negro.'“‘8

s little wonder, then, that a mood of bitterness emerged --
Istrust of whites and frustration over their actions pervaded
comnunity as a whole, both North and South. From the black
» the painful conditions that had existed since the end of
tion, now deteriorated further. Even among many of the

of the race, who were remote from the more intolerable

ons of the ordinary Negro, hope gave way to bitterness. Black
turned inward. Refuge from white racism was sought by the

k Negro within the comparative safety of the black corrmunity.]9
y the end of the century the Negro's "place" had thus been

» not just in the South, but within the national scheme of

The southern view of the Negro's "place" is chronicled in
onse of Senator Tillman when in 1901, President Theodore
invited Booker T. Washington, principal of Tuskegee Insti-

0 the White House. It would cost a thousand dead “niggers" to
em back into their place the South Carolina senator raged. The
Was made good in the next fourteen years.Z]

he South had, of course, been reminding the North for years not
<‘t too Toudly to her ways: do not point at our refusal to have
Postmasters when you refuse to employ Negroes even as clerks in

ment stores . 22 That the North had accepted such southern
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nents 1s suggested by the fact that the Lincoln Day speeches of
s Harper's Weekly noted, reflected no support in the North for
 enforcement of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendnents. In-
alist Andrew Carnegie agreed, for instance, that the ignorant
'n black could not be safely enfranchised. President Eliot of
reed that racial adnixture must certainly be avoided.23 The
of the southern argument was obvious when the conditions in the
yere realized -- when it was realized that white womanhood sat
in terror, while the black woman was safe from the “"Potomac
@ ."24 South or North, white America seemed to have gone mad,

he very least been struck by a kind of "color fever."

titles can serve as sort of a fever thermometer of the

Climate. 1In 1881, a southern clergyman published Our Brothers

A quarter-century later another southern clergyman, the
nd Thomas Dixon, Jr., put into print, The Leopard's Spots: A
e of the White Man's Burden -- 1865-1900, and two other contri-

1S to the stream of racist tracts for the times. Among the many
titles, more striking if less noted than Dixon's works, are:

lor Line: A Brief in Behalf of the Unborn, a book which "proved"

8gro's inferiority, and The Neqro A Beast.2® The Reverend Dixon,
Nt study of The Leopard's Spots by Maxwell Bloomfield notes,

d a new dimension to the [race] problem by carrying his readers
Ward for a look at the threat which the black race allegedly

'ed to an urban-industrial society."26

Little is to be found that would ameliorate this view even in
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%mmiddle—class America. Rarely did even the Muckrakers, as
2arlier, transcend the racism of the times. Except for Ray
'd Baker the Negro seldom concerned these publicists of reform
lism. When he did, he was seen only as confirmming the old
.27
) short, racism reached pandemic proportions in the United
by the first decade of the twentieth century. Obviously the
's adventures on the international scene -- the Spanish-Aneri-
s the acquisition of the Philippines and the Hawaiian Islands,
*e Roosevelt's "big stick" in the Caribbean, the Panama canal
uction -- gave new dimensions to America's racial thinking at
‘fa.ny citizen's level. The controversies over immigration
d added fuel. Beyond these developments, though, the nation
to be taking on same of the South's preoccupation with the
m of problems."?8 1t was as if some of its consciousness of
gro problem" had leaked throughout the land. "Can it be said,"
Ne racist tract, "that Anerica is falling prey to the collec-
ul of the negro?" The fear that the "inferior thought-expres-
?ﬁthe Negro's “collective soul" would infect white America
;‘indicates the extent of the nation's "color fever."29
ntroversy continued, to be sure, but the black American knew
T'Most of his former white friends in the North, the whole
Problem" was only a matter of finding a cook or a maid. They
d that most whites, as W.E.B. DuBois put it, were "tired of the

ence of 'the Negro problem,'" wondering "not when [they could]
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jettle this problem, but when [they would] . . . be well rid of

t that white Anerica was short of solutions to the "Negro
on." William Dorsey Jelks, an ex-Governor of Alabama, shuddered
horrors of social and political equality when he wrote an arti-

r the North American Review in 1907. If only the blacks would

n masse, but he realized that all such deportation-coloniza-
were but wishful thinking. The only reasonable solution
}aW was white control of Negro education. Provide just an
education that inculcated well the worthiness of labor,

1@ Negro in agriculture where he belonged, and the black "army
ants" would melt away. Black agricultural serfdom, in other
the answer.31 Another suggestion called for world-wide
segregation, and in the United States, a separate Negro

}fﬂore original was the idea that all blacks (men, women, and
iﬂ‘below a "certain grade of citizenship" be "enlisted" into an
:‘f1-industr1a1 army by each of the states. Maintained by the

' States, these armmies would be trained for the good of the

 Suggestions -- these are but a sampling -- obviously could
 been offered if the Negro's disabilities had not had legal
* In spite of constitutional guarantees, the Negro was

“?"4°P. as demonstrated by the fact that twenty-eight states
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} had laws against interracial marriage, while six states pro-
d intermarriage in their constitutions.34

gfpowerful hold of racism grasped even the intellectual coammun-
the nation. It heid sway there well into the first decade of
ntieth century, Thomas Gossett notes in his study of race in
, largely because alternatives were not available. “If racism
explain why one race was bold and adventurous and another was
ive and sedentary,” he writes rhetorically in discussing the
other theories, "what did explain 1t2"35

the rise of cultural anthropology, however, the needed

tive to race theory was provided and the study of culture and
f was shifted away from racial channels. One man is eminently
Int here, anthropologist Franz Boas. Boas had worked for some
| the premise that social processes, not biology, explained

1 differences. His arguments, sumed up in The Mind of Primi-
gf(1911). demonstrated that race was irrelevant in a cultural
Culture was not a function of biological heredity.36

' Course racist's arguments did not simply crumble before Boas's
In fact they continued on strongly and were given a rejuven-
Mot in the arm by the massive intelligence testing conducted
U.S. Amy during World War i.37 Experimental testing to
f!'racial differences had been going on continuously since the
Years of the nineteenth century.38 This wide-spread testing

4 just the evidence of hereditary racial differences needed to

r the scientific racists' position. But these arguments failed
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d fell from respectability under Boas's attacks during the

the same time that the discipline of anthropology under Boas's
hip was conducting its campaigns against racism, Robert Ezra

} leading the discipline of sociology away from the practice of
ace relations in terms of race differences. The racial frame-
;E served such noted liberals as sociologist E. A. Ross during
e nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was soon to be

d by one based on class distinctions and conflicts.40 In a

me the combined assault of the two disciplines dealt heavy

to racism within the scholarly comunity. By 1930, a survey of
tent scholars in the field of racial differences' revealed

ii 4 per cent of the respondents believed in race superiority
ority,"41

it clearly there was a marked distinction between racial thought

Jim Crow had been given the sanction of the Supreme Court back

B in the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, and separation of the

pread widely in federal facilities during the years of the
adninistration.43
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are were a nunber of reasons for the increased strain in race

15 -- for the "Gathering Clouds Along the Color Line," as Ray
1 Baker expressed it.%% Some of the reasons were products of
{onal "over consciousness" of the problems of race. The

d remarks of a white jurist at a meeting of the Alabama Socio-
ongress are suggestive here:

From the top of his bone head to the bottom

of his flat foot, there isn't a chance to educate

a Negro. God almighty made them to hew wood and

draw water and I'm opposed to educating them.

Booker Washington has done more harm in Alabama

than tuberculosis.

* There's just as much difference in human nature

and Negro nature as there is between the smell of

limberger cheese and a bunch of roses. 1 believe

- in keeping him on the farm.45

?t reasons, however, were the by-products of the very sources
sing optimism in the black community, for paradoxically, these
: Same years that provided a boost to Negro hopes that they
 shed of at least the worst of the many disabilities they
rced to carry.

ore the outbreak of war in Europe in 1914, the northward

I of the Negro was barely a trickle. With European emigration
by the war, opportunities opened up to the huge pool of black
91ing in the South -- opportunities not just for more jobs,
' better jobs. New horizons opened up as Negroes now flooded
hori zons that were made even brighter when Anerica itself

the First World War. The black man's contribution to the war
not always welcomed, but it was accepted. Fundamental

med the promise of the future. The poet Carl Sandburg




33

{ at the time:

Walk around this district [Chicago's Negro
district] and talk with the black folk and leaders
of the black folk. Ask them, "What about the
future of the colored people?" The reply that
comes most often and the thought that seems upper-
most is: "“We make the supreme sacrifice; they
- didn't need any work or fight law for us; our
record, like 01d Glory, the flag we love because
it stands for our freedom, hasn't got a spot on it;
we 'come clean'; now we want to see our country
1ive up to the constitution and declaration of

independence.
i Soldiers, ministers, lawyers, doctors, politicians,
machinists, teansters, day laborers -- this is the
inevitable outstanding thought they offer when con-
sulted about tomorrow, next week, next year, or the
next century for the colored race in Anerica.46

cattering of small victories won in northern courts under
ivil rights statutes helped sustain such hopes as these during
ars. There were even two rather substantial victories for
merica in Supreme Court decisions that knocked down a residen-
gregation ordinance and the infamous “grandfather clause."47
8 hopes turned to dust in the mouths of black Anericans, how-
Banjo, a character created by black poet and novelist Claude
expressed well the wave of disappointment that struck soon
fctory had been won in Europe.

"When 1 enlisted in the Army during the war,"
said Banjo, "mah best buddy said I was a fool nig-
ger. He said the white man nevah would ketch him
toting his gun unless it was to rid the wul' of
all the crackers, and I done told him back that
the hullabaloo was to make the wul' safe for demo-
Cracy and there wouldn't be no crackers when the
War was ‘ovah and ended,' as was said by President
- Wilson, as crackers didn't belong in democracy.

But mah buddy said to me I had a screw loose, for
President Wilson wasn't moh'n a cracker. He was
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" bohn one and he quineta live and die one, and

that a cracker and a Democrat was one and the same
thing. And mah buddy was sure right. For accord-
ing to my eyesight, and Ise one sure-seeing nigger,
the wul' safe foh democracy is a wul' safe for
crackerism."48

5; race war threatened fn the spring and sumer of the year

the war. In a Crisis editorial that stirred racist America,
DuBois proclaimed that America was the black American's

land." "But by the God of Heaven, we are cowards and jackasses
that the war is over, we do not marshal every ounce of our

nd brawn to fight a sterner, longer, more unbending battle

L the forces of hell in our own land."49 These were troubling
1 1 nation running close to panic. Violent strikes and rumors
cal revolution were sweeping the country. Race riots erupted:

ton, Chicago, Knoxville, Omaha, Elaine, Arkansas. To the

@ shall have to work out with the Negro a relationship which

' complete access to all the machinery of our common civiliza-
Nd yet allows him to live so that no Negro need dream of a
heaven and of bleached angels."50

O black Anerica the causes of these racial clashes were ever

erbert J, Seligman of the National Association for the
lent of Colored People (NAACP),"and you found beneath the talk
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aults upon women and of 'crime waves,' a determination to put
ro back where he was before the war. White workmen would tell
t Negroes were getting too high wages and were becoming 'inde-

,' 1.e., were no longer as servile as the southern white man

ace relations dipped to a nadir at the end of the Great War and
‘ecovered but slowly. The Klan's revival after the war might
en as one measure of the interracial climate. In the 1920s the
aS a city-born phenomenon as well as a rural -- it was an off-
of all of the disruptive forces loose in a nation that had just
more urban than rural. Anti-Catholic and anti-semitic as well
I-Negro, the revived Klan was an evanescent organization.

eless even its momentary triumphs show that America was still
d with race. In New York, Indiana, Michigan, and in New

as well, it flourished. In some places, North as well as
Klan even became a semi-official organ of government.

 of it, as one historian has noted, the “"color line seemed
more indelibly than before."52

PS an even better example of the preoccupation with race

ad seized the nation is proQided by the city of Johnstown,
1Fﬁn1a. and the so-called Johnstown “expulsion." Prompted by

| “Shoot-out" between a Negro and police, Johnstown's major
Cauffie) in August, 1922, issued an order through the local

0 the effect that all Negroes (and Mexicans as well) were to

Yohnstown immediately if they had not resided there for at
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seven years. The mayor said later that he really only "advised"
to leave, but this was after a wave of indignation had coursed
gh the national press and the governor had promised state inter-
n. 53
fhere was little change in Anerican race relations during the
if they did not improve much over the new low they had reached
the war, at least the Negro's disabilities were no more severe.
e an ever increasing number of interracial councils and

ees, and some of the more optimistic saw them as evidence that
olor 1ine was not indelible.’® Yet nothing much changed. There
| fact, as J. Saunders Redding had noted, a deadly sameness to
nor of American race relations over the whole first half of this
.55 The public reaction that greeted Mrs. Hoover's entertain-
f Mrs. Oscar DePriest (wife of Chicago's first Negro congressman)
te an ordinary congressional tea in June, 1929, highlights that
SS. It was reminscent of that following Booker Washington's
to the White House a generation earlier. %6
POpularizers of racist themes still flourished, the most noted
7} e formidable Theodore Lathrop Stoddard. He was almost a one-
Opaganda agency. Stoddard's favorite theme was that a tide of
Would surely wash over the Nordic nations of the world if they

f‘exercise both caution and vigorous policies toward inferior
57

e

0ld stereotypes remained about the same, although carried

to the wider-reaching media, as in radio's "Amos 'n' Andy."58
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n the white middle class' "discovery" of the Negro in the so-
"Negro Renaissance" of the 1920s brought much change -- except
, to enhance the "exotic primitive" stereotype.59
he Renaissance, which is discussed in greater detail in a later
ir, began gathering momentum after the war. "Can it be," wrote
led editor and arbiter of everything in America, H. L. Mencken,
Republic emerging painfully from the Age of Rotary, comes
Coon Age? For one, I am not above believing it."60 The
ance gave many Negro artists their chance, but it did not last
Nor did it reach very far down into the black world. Of the
sance, one of the participants writes:

I was there. I had a swell time while it
lasted. But I thought it wouldn't last long. . . .
For how could a large and enthusiastic number of
people be crazy about Negroes forever? But some
Harlemites thought the millenniun had come. They
thought the race problem had at last been solved
through Art plus Gladys Bentley [an entertainer
who rose to fame]. They were sure the New Negro
would lead a new life from then on in green pas-
tures of tolerance created by Countee Cullen,
Ethel Waters, Claude McKay, Duke Ellington, Bo-
Jangles, and Alain Locke.

I don't know what made any Negroes think that
== except that they were mostly intellectuals doing
thinking. The ordinary Negroes hadn't heard of
the Negro Renaissance. And if they had, it hadn't
raised their wages any.61
hen America tunbled into the Great Depression at the end of the
» 333". the Negro's positfon as Langston Hughes said, had not
'd S0 much that he had more than a peg or two to fa11.62 The
Sion hit the Negro first (effectively starting back in the

Wenties) and the hardest.®3 For those at the bottom of the

G-
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he crush was almost unbelievable. The black comunity every-
ok on a haunting look of desperation. And while the depres-
s a most potent force in melding racial consciousness with
nsciousness, black Anerica was hard pressed to think in the
terms at times. "Look Out, Brown Man:" said novelist Sherwood
These are tough times and second-rate whites are edgy.

hind your mask again, because “the fellow who has to look out
the Negroes' Negro."6% Police nightsticks and black heads
ically equalled "red agitation."65 "The pattern for the ghetto
" S. P. Fullinwider writes: “desperation checked by police
The law became the enemy." The depression reinforced the
Negro‘s reading of white America: 1t was a rather hopeless
"‘or the black American to aspire to join.66

viously there had been significant changes in both white and
€a over these years. The white "search for order" had not
tirely futile, and the changes reflected into the black commun-
naped it as well. But the significance of the changes for the
s a whole remained hidden under the blanket of sameness spread
nation's racial climate of the times. The sense of comunity
Veloped in the black urban centers of the North would not

Visible for another decade or more. Only then would the signi-

of the period become apparent.




CHAPTER III

THE BLACK URBAN NORTH
1890-1930

Huh! de wurl' ain't flat
An' de wurl' ain't roun’',
Jes' one long strip
Hangin' up an' down.
Since Norf is up,

An' Souf is down,

An' Hebben is up,

I'm upward boun'.*

the northern'urban centers a color line has separated the
rom the dominant white society since before the American Revo-

Racial thought in America, it has already been noted, was

it it hardly could have been otherwise. Since Jamestown,

'}?ois wrote in 1902, white men have entertained "the sincere
Sfonate belief that somewhere between men and cattle God
?,tertiun quid, and called it a Negro, -- a clownish, simple

, at times even lovable within its limitations, but . . .
dined to walk within the Veil."! Yet it was not until Anerican
”?tﬁous dipped to an all-timc low after the end of Reconstruc-
.i Moden black Anerica came into existence. When white
?Iunched its search for a new social order congruent with
9ing urban-industrial realities, it also launched the modern
Ban America in all of its complexities.

e was, of course, a great deal of variety among the black
39
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nunities. Each city had its individuality, its own counten-
he larger centers whose black population grew so explosively
arly decades of the twentieth century especially possessed
dual flavor. The substantial number of foreign-born blacks
jettled in New York by the early 1920s, for example, helped

m unique among the larger black population centers.?

r, each Negro community related differently to the
'l"-ite comunity. Interracial harmony or dissonance in the
ity and in the booming black metropolis were played in differ-
: Even day-to-day existence differed. MNew York provided
ersified occupations than the steel cities of Pennsylvania or
mobile plants of Detroit, and also a greater gradation of
vels. Where basic industries existed Negroes usually worked
tegrated gangs, as in the Pittsburgh steel mills.3 This last
e had some important effects when the southern black migrant
to a city dweller. In 1925, James Weldon Johnson noted:

: A thousand Negroes from Mississippi put to work

35 a gang in a Pittsburgh steel mill will for a

- long time remain a thousand Negroes from Missis-

- Sippi. Under the conditions that prevail in New

ork they would all within six months became New
Yorkers.4

he conmunities that mush;oomed during the First World War era
‘19205. the variations were especially great, yet, here too,
'?ovment of what we know as the modern black urban community
Most apparent. The visage that Harlem presented to the world
enties was something quite different from that displayed to
d by the turbulent San Juan Hill district two decades earlier.

————
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fcago was quite different at any time from the Negro communi-
such cities as Boston or Syracuse. But given these varia-

t {s the shared characteristics that are striking.

 most obvious of the shared characteristics is residential
fon. Physically, the black Northern camunity for the most
ered to the world a rather run down face. But it was not

A this: so did those enclaves occupied by minority groups who
their way to the "melting pot." Throughout the period the

n Negro was forced into congested and almost invariably segre-
ections, blocks, alleys, or groups of buildings that received
if any attention from the city fathers when it came to

“"The Czar of all the Russias is not more absolute upon his
1 than the New York landlord in his dealings with colored

s Wrote police reporter Jacob Riis in 1890. "Where he permits
live, they go; where he shuts the door, stay out. By his

hey exist at all in certain localities; his ukase banishes

om others."S This was a facet of black 1ife in the North that
VJ,ange much decade after decade. In Manhattan, for example,
Negro sections had existed since at least 1800. Not that
Itial segregation found any legal sanction in the North. The
oncerted efforts along these lines can be dated to a Baltimore
ation ordinance of 1910. ‘When such ordinances failed court
the use of private covenants restricting the sale of the
m7'°PErty became popular all across the North. 5

ST ordinary black New Yorkers at the turn of the century
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d in close quarters around Pennsylvania Station and in pockets
with the Irish in the San Juan Hill district. At the time this
n of Manhattan enjoyed a reputation only slightly less unsavory
t of the neighboring Hell's Kitchen district to the south
Negro professional -- the musicians, stage people, and the
- resided in a pocket on West Fifty-Third Street.’
Ine variation of the rather comon model exhibited by New York
3s the pattern of residential segregation found in Philadelphia
hington, D.C. These cities had long had large black popula-
provided services to the white comunity, and who facili-
service by 1iving in close proximity to the families and
tts they served. A highly scattered residential pattern was
ult. By the turn of the century, former carriage houses in
OF courts and narrow alley residences housed much of the black
tion. 1In this respect these cities resembled the urban South
the urban North, a resemblance that would continue well into
entieth century. Physically, the worst of these residences
0 narrow courts, passageways, and minor streets rivaled the
onditions found in the more famous New York slums described so

Jacob Riis.8

district that would become Chicago's famous "Bronzeville" --

Peady emerging before the Civil War according to one historian

hY
|

ack North.9 Several other scattered enclaves still existed
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) to give a picture of a dispersal of Negroes throughout the
finl black city-within-a-city was already emerging. By 1906
was termed the most segregated city in the North, with more
ne-tenths of the black population living on the South S1de.]0
fations on the pattern of residential segregation were, in
found everywhere. Toledo, for example, although it had a
r black population than other industrial cities of its size in
920s, had eight scattered Negro districts, each associated
| industrial area.ll The series of sixteen maps that are found

» Hoofter, Jr.'s Negro Problems in Cities graphically depict

‘ -ons.]2 The exact pattern in each instance was determined
than just ubiquitous racial discrimination. The distribution
nesses and manufacturing sections, the kinds of industry in the
, the distribution of the property that the Negro could
occupy, as well as simply the number of Negroes in the

» Played key roles.

ties all across the urban North took on a new look when the

©Of black migrants from the South became a flood in the second
of this century. This was most obvious in New York and Chicago
e black cities of Harlem and Bronzeville exploded into being.
“*“Pbrary observer, the Reverend Rollin Hartt, noted:

~ Everywhere huge churches and synagogues surren-

: #ered by whites, ring with Negro "amens." Some-

times whole avenues of suburban mansions turn

.1ack. In Chicago, Washington Park becomes

- “Booker T. Washington Park," and the South State

Street car line “the African Central."13

ere housing for the Negro became a critical problem, as an
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y 1imited number of housing units strained against the artifical
imposed by residential separation. As the “great dark tide

e South" washed upon the city, poet Langston Hughes wrote of
iveland of his youth, "sheds and garages and store fronts were
into 1iving quarters. As always, the white neighborhoods

ed Negroes moving closer -- but when the whites did give way,
ave way at very profitable rentals."14

er here residential segregation became more pronounced. Using
1d census tract data over a period of several decades, sociolo-
arl and Alma Taeuber constructed indices indicating the degree
';gwhite separation for ten northern cities. They found that

lex of separation in Cleveland, for example, rose from 60.6 in

) 70.1 in 1920, and 85.0 in 1930. Other cities showed compara-
Inges: Buffalo had an index of 62.6 in 1910, 71.5 in 1920, and
1930; Chicago 66.8 in 1910, 75.7 in 1920, and 85.2 in 1930;

€, 64.0 in 1910, 65.2 in 1920, and 86.7 in 1930.1°

Il across the North black urban slums expanded -- or rather,
changed color from white to black. Where whites and blacks

‘@ residential district, it often becane a “wide open" section
arned such appellations as;"The Bad Lands," as in Columbus,

In some cases the industrial North provided instant slums for
orkers who were imported from the South. In his novel dealing
e Negro wiorker and the Great Migration, William Attaway

€S the living conditions that greeted the workers brought

O labor in the Pennsylvania steel mills.17 It is a striking
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,Ejthat finds vivid confirmation in an article by W.E.B. Dubois
~ "One has but to view the housing offered Negroes in the

of the companies of the newest steel merger: well-bred pigs

ot to be housed as colored workers are housed in and around
ille, Pa., by the Midvale, Bethlehem and other steel

;”uIB

viously the black North was not one continuous slum. Jacob

d in 1890, for example, that "there is no more clean and
community in New York than the new settlement of colored

is growing up on the East Side from Yorkville to

«19 Certainly Harlem was far from a slun area as Negroes moved
.fddng after building north of One Hundred Thirtieth Street in
pg'years of the twentieth century. Not alley dwellings, but

N" apartment buildings greeted the Negro. "Elevator Apartments
st in Harlem," the New York Age noted in mid 1912, "Prospec-
nents Will Be Compelled to Give References Before Allowed to
Apartments."20 parlen by the mid 'twenties had become the
apital of the nation, a king-size example of the many little

ds that had come into being across the North.ZI

N8 black comunities all across the North are distinctly Aneri-
2¢O 'unities.zz Harlem, for instance, is not, as anthropologist
tﬁHerskovits once argued,-"for all intents and purposes an

A comunity peopled by individuals who have an additional

Of pigmentation in their skins."23 Nor is the American Negro,
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n Glazer and Daniel Moynihan more recently argue, "only an
s and nothing else."24 The shaping force of the general Amer-
jre upon the black Anerican minority is certainly apparent.
overlooked in such assertions as quoted above is the different
f the influence when coupled with American racism. The injec-
ideas of black inferiority, for example, mutates ordinary
influences into singularly powerful shaping forces. A
| difference is created that has meaning in the conscious
e of Negro Americans. Being black in America affects the very
looks at reality. The black American, as Robert Bone has
y 1s forced to “structure his life in tems of a culture to
s denfed full access. He is at once a part of and apart
 wider community in which he lives."2%
be black in America, Richard Wright says in one of his more
stories, means to be apart, to think differently, to be of
world:
Saul Sanders was born black in a little Southern

town, not many miles from Washington, the nation's

capital, which means that he came into a world

that was split in two, a white world and a black

one, the white one being separated from the black

by a million psychological miles. So, from the

very beginning, Saul looked timidly out from his

lack world, saw the shadowy outline of a white
world that was unreal to him and not his own.26
Ul was an American -- but different. What separated him and
lack Americans from the larger society was the color line,

quitous yet strangely intangible line that gained so much of

Inition during the last years of the nineteenth century. It is
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1ike line, although the validity of calling it such has been
ally questioned. Here, borrowing from Adelaide Hill's 1952
The Negro Upper Class in Boston," “caste" means simply "that

f persons historically deprived of social, political and
equality by virtue of membership in a specific racial group,
s for its recognition . . . [being] primarily pigmentation."27
} term caste was in literary use in this connotation before the
;;28 It gained popular currency as a result of sociologist

d Warner's pioneering studies of social class in Anerica in the
entieth century. Yet others soon arqued that the term bred
nfusion with reference to race relations in America. Nothing

e gafned by trying to make race relations analogous to caste
IS they said. Much more profitable would be an approach that

@ relations as class exploitations run several of the best

29 Yet a recent re-examination of the class structure in a
ty studied in one of the Warner-directed investigations of

N America in the 1930s showed again a dual social system, one

) side of a color 1ine.30 Certainly, observes psychologist
port, the black American "is socially a better example of
than he is of race."31 Perhaps today the use of the label caste
Y a matter of “semantic preference," but it does usefully

128 the "two-ness" of the American social structure.3?

; 1ntensity of the caste differentiations -- the social and
Mic, the political and religious, the recreational and legal

Ntiations to nane a few -- varied with time and place. The
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Ine was wavy here and there, and where il1-defined, its customs
b consistent.33 But that a color line existed and that it

i their daily lives, all black Anericans could attest to.

e color line served to focus the Afro-American's attention on
ke him more conscious of -- the cultural difference the
 society's attitudes created.34

sciousness of the difference went to work in the black urban
to create the modern black America. Shut out of white

h considerations by the turn to extreme racism the Negro Amer-
orfty started more and more to "think black." Obviously the
here is relative. "Thinking black" did not suddenly happen

and-such a date and extreme racism was not inaugurated by

rather evolved in the last quarter of the nineteenth

o stand full upon the scene in the 1890s.

itinually isolated, but now more rigorously than before, black
developed a "universe of discourse," as sociologist Samuel
1t.35 This communion served to define the Negro community
If and make clearer its relationship with the white world

the color 1ine. The Negro in America, in the words of Charles
S0n, found "his relation to the American culture . . . condi-
}90P0051y by his historical role in it."36

Seiousness of the cultural difference grew within the Negro

¥ 3 did their numbers within the urban centers. But obviously

[ITFTET
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mnuni ty does not depend upon nunbers. Nor does it have to be,
on Gordon asserts, "a place on the map of the city." Rather,
'iggoes on, it is "a social construct in the minds of the
esidents. But it is no less real for that."37 And neither

subcommunity sone kind of an “underworld." It is a very real

s W.E.B. DuBois so poignantly observed.

When a white person comes . . . to realize the
- disabilities under which a negro labors, . . .
. the question comes, How can they stand it? The
~ answer is clear and peculiar: They do not stand
~ {t; they withdraw themselves as far as possible
~ from it into a community of their own. They live
- and move in a community of their own kith and kin
and shrink quickly and permanently from those rough
. edges where contact with the larger life of the
city wounds and humiliates them. . . . Contact with
the whites is practically confined to economic re-
- lationships, the streets, and street cars, with
occasionally some intercourse at public anusements . 38

te America, for its part, lunped all the black community

r into a single group. Myrdal notes in his famous study that
' whites . . . often refuse to recognize class differences in
F0 comunity, and insist upon distinguishing only between 'bad
' 'good niggers,' and 'uppity niggers,' and that they, until
have succeeded in retaining a legal and political system
esponds most closely to this view."39 The viewpoint was not
r to the South, however, but common in this period. Negroes in

€F ranks, it was noted by James Weldon Johnson in his famous

ihe Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man, had good reason for

ining social "distance” within the black comnunity: they knew

) Well that the “good-for-nothing darkies® end up representing

SR

s
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40 "The world classes them [the "upper class"]

3le Negro race.
e mass of their race," wrote DuBois in 1901, “and even in a

e Philadelphia makes but little allowance for their culture or

ass divisions in the black community continued to respond to
attitudes. Black America found that its social distinc-
ould persistently be shaped, as J. W. Johnson noted, "not so
respect to themselves as in respect to their relations with the
That is, white perceptions of the Negro's role determined
asurable degree the social divisions on the Negro's side of

Ir line. Hence, those with such visible connections to the
S of white power as governmental clerical positions would remain
[tuated in the black social hierarchy. The force with which one
Ust into the inferior world of "blackness" depended upon one's
nship with the larger society. Some, such as the established
aflor and the 1ike, remained able to pass back and forth
their incongruent positions in the black and white comunities
 being too badly scarred by the racial imperatives of either.
'MOst, the black community was a complete world, and the role

9 "black" assigned by the dominant culture was hardly ques-

@ class structure of the black urban community was a peculiar
apart as the community was by a color-caste that automati-

SSigned inferior status to all who fell on the darker side. By
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5 the broad lines were clearly imitations of the white class
But in the 1890s the make-up is rather difficult to define.
fsfons did exist in these early years are tenuous and can

best be pointed out by providing a general definition of
lasses. They are, in Harold Hodges useful definftion, "the
product of shared and analogous occupational orientations,

1 backgrounds, economic wherewithal, and life exper-

#3 Those factors that may be seen as contributing to a con-
 to a sort of common universe of discourse -- are the best

s in identifying the class divisions.

lying this definition, there seems to have been only a single
lass in the typical black urban center of the North just prior
urn of the century. For the most part, to apply "occupational
»" it was composed of domestics and service workers. It
ed, to consider one aspect of education, earning, and exper-

y only a small elite of “better quality" folk, while at the
itom was a yet smaller group of black outcasts, some living
nally within the law.

'?ﬁgiVe shape to this social structure was the great bulk of

rdinary people in the middle. This large group -- from 80 to
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spectable" 1s, obviously, a value-loaded term, and it has been
writers defining the Negro social classes in a number of ways.
uBois used respectable as a designation of a tiny black

acy in his study, The Philadelphia Negro, while at the same

respectability a virtue of the better-off working class.44
ist E. Franklin Frazier saw the changing measures of respect-
1?delim1t1ng the old elite from the new elite that grew up
e turn of the century.45 Others saw respectable as meaning
t things at different social levels within the cunnunity.46
s last way of looking at respectability, that the term meant
t things at various levels, helps to explain much of the
felt between the ordinary Negro mass and the small elite group.
Negro elite of Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington, for
Were obsessed with all that the term conveyed at their level:
success, good "breeding." In fact to them respectable meant
= Proper conduct, but exemplary conduct, superior manners. If
pectability had only been equal to that of their white
'Sy they knew they would not have been considered “respect-
= & circular as the logic may sound. 47
S Super-respectability is somewhat different from the respect-
iﬂ't the large middle group used as a measure. The appella-
S not worn as a mantle here, but was rather an everyday kind of
It was a tacit acknowledgement that a person and his neighbors
Ng the best they could in spite of the odds, and in spite of

1l lapses and shortcomings. For the large middle group it
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. earning a living in an acceptable and more-or-less steady
ccompanied by an appropriate life-style and public conduct.
nse it describes the majority of the Chicago Negro comunity
me of the first World's Fair in 1893, for instance. Chicago's
11e" at that time, according to sociologists St. Clair Drake
e Cayton, was composed of a mass of "respectables" capped by
ss of "refined" people, both groups looking down upon the
lined "riff-raff."48

h attitudes continued to be important throughout the period.
Iright's Bigger Thomas, a character who in many ways epito-

F the worst imaginable qualities in the white stereotypes

gro, came from a respectable black home. It was one room, it

regation made the criterion of respectability all the more

As the black North grew all became more closely jammed

. Most were poor and black: in many cases, respectability was
differentiating factor. %"

term thus has a potent descriptive value, and because the
ture of the black community at this time so little resem-
f the white as it is usually described, the conventional
(upper, middle, lower-class) can not really be used with
i'“fng -- not for another decade or so at any rate.

P literature confirms the three-fold division sketched to

Nt as well as providing the generalized guidelines that show

P in one group or another.51 In his Autobiography of an Ex-
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James Weldon Johnson saw the outlines of this lopsided

The smallest group he defined in this novel set in the

| perfod corresponds to the outcast “riff-raff" mentfoned. It
tured as resting at the nether end of a social class contin-
depicted the "riff-raff" as displaying a propensity to

k quickly and violently when the white man's discriminations
pugh their customary indifference.

gest group Johnson identified extends across the whole

f the continuum and corresponds to that mass of just ordinary
that have here been termed the respectables. As domestics
rs of personal services they were in close and continuous
tact with the white world. Because of this close contact,

said, the group sometimes acted as a buffer between the two

the upper end of the social class continuum, was the small
local elites. They were the businessmen and professionals,
ited, the owners of small service businesses; e.g., garages,
tjétc. These, said Johnson, were the furthest removed from

€ dominant society that surrounded the whole canmunity, and
he Teast contact with it. What is more, since they did not
) the white conception of fhe proper role for a Negro, they
afully dismissed by whites as "Cullud Sassity."54

"€ in this latter group, the old elite or “refined" class,

8d to old white aristocratic families. Others claimed such

neage., They set themselves apart from the black community
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already observed, looked forward to acceptance in the larger

- an aspiration that earned them the derisive label of "Blue
in the black comunity. “The original Blue Veins," the

d early Negro novelist Charles Chesnutt wrote, "were a little
of colored persons organized in a certain Northern city

after the [Civil] war. Its purpose was to establish and main-
‘rect social standards among people whose social condition

g.n99

ed almost unlimited room for improvemen "I have no race

ce," says a character in one of Chesnutt's more famous short

". . . but we people of mixed blood are ground be-
tween the upper and the nether millstones. Our
‘fate lies between absorption by the white race

and extinction in the black. The one doesn't
want us yet, but may take us in time. The other
would welcome us, but it would be for us a back-
‘ward step."56

adership in blue vein circles did not necessarily depend upon
kin color, but it was a measure to be considered along with
able manners, neat sombre dress, and impeccable morals.>’

e for the most part the older settlers in the northern

« they were, for instance, the "0.P.'s," the 01d Philadelphians.
c?Philadelphia." novelist Jessie Fauset observed in 1924:

+ « . s organized as definitely as, and even a

little more carefully than, Philadelphia white

society. One wasn't “in" in those old days un-

- less one were first, "an old citizen," and, second,

unless one were eminently respectable, -- almost it

might be said God-fearing.58

 €nd of the last decade of the nineteenth century, however, this

Was noticeably losing its superior position to a middle
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j;; fostered by changes taking place on the other side of the
 class structure described here pretty well fits the small
 city as well as the large. In his autobiography, satirist
chuyler uses essentially these same criterion to describe the
of Syracuse, Mew York, which had a black community of less
ho isand at the turn of the century. He too notes respect-

a measure.59 The same make-up was noted by W.E.B. Dubois
ries of articles in the New York Times in late 1301, although
four classes stretched along the continuun.60 The middle
escribed here he divided into two groups on the basis of
d;mlity: the "“hard-working, good-natured, . . . honest and

1, of fair and rapidly improving morals," and the "good-natured
able workman, . . . and in general people poor but not

| nor grossly immoral.” In Philadelphia, he said, these

ively made up same 82 percent of the Negro population. The

t the lower end of the continuun DuBois termed the "submerged
ough with more poetic than statistical accuracy, noting
made up some six percent of the black population of that
remaining 12 percent (by DuBois's calculations) constituted
stocracy of wealth and education."®! In other articles of the
he painted similar pictures of Boston and New York City. The
e of the latter city finds vivid description in the earliest
ﬂ?the noted poet, Paul Laurence Dunbar.62

insistence upon respectability as a measure certainly
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the sharp impact that white attitudes had on values in the
iUJnity. Further, the indication that respectability as a

n declined, points to the reorientation of values that was

2 in black America at the end of the nineteenth century --
turning inward" as it has been termed here.63 By itself, of
such a subjective designation of class as respectability

t usually be a very effective way of detemining class member-
But stratification within the black comnunity was in large
endent upon occupation, a very functional type of index.64
Bois neatly packaged this index in several studies made about
n of the century.

01s, according to Norval Glenn's compilation, essentially

d any person "not engaged in menial services," upper occupa-
prestige. “Teachers, physicians, barbers, tailors, carpenters,
rS, waiters [in white restaurants], ministers, blacksmiths,
stal employees," all fell into this category according to
v;902 study of Negroes in Athens, Georgia.®% In the northern
similar pursuits were also considered to be in the "upper"

» although the spread of occupations was not quite so broad as
outh, 66 Just how high or how low the individual ranked, of
FrPended upon the status ascribed by the black community to a
CCupation. 1In general the ranking favored the professions and
o1 lar Occupations that displayed a good measure of stability

ic security. A postal service employee thus ranked near the

€ scale, job stability and income security even providing an
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educational requirements of the professions.67 In fact,

ned above, the visible connection of an occupation with

ority -- as in the case of postal clerks and the like --

tainly insured high ascribed status to an occupation.

ivid picture of the black northern community -- especial-
respectables -- is perhaps conveyed by turning to the

”;nived in some of the occupations where Negroes found

Massachusetts in 1890 had a black labor force of just

| thousand. Sixty-five percent plus were engaged in domes-

rsonal service occupations, while slightly less than two

re in the professional services category. New York state's

r force was 37,036 as compared to Pennsylvania's 53,238. 1In

* state about 69 percent (25,596) were in the domestic and

ce category with just about the same percentage being so

Pennsylvania. Only 706 and 781 respectively, or just

one percent, were in the professional service category in
o5, 68

at individual cities the numbers are even more striking.

percent of the employed black women in Boston were either

Or laundresses. In Philadelphia 84 percent were so engaged;

30, 77 percent; in Washington, D.C., 85 percent; and in New

» 88 percent.69 A decade later, some 40 percent of white

in New York City were engaged in domestic and personal

while some 90 percent of working Negro women were so

“Unlike the foreigner, the Negro women finds larger
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ty and comes in greater numbers than the men," wrote one

in 1911. "Their range of work is narrow, but within it they
id double the wages they receive at home, and if they are

of average ability, they are seldom long out of work.*70 A
icture may be painted for the male Negro worker, although the
percentages of the laborers and servants categories do not
7

pings "Professional Services" and “Domestic and Personal
' used by the Burcau of the Census are rather gross, but they
te well here to emphasize the lopsided nature of the Negro
E#a re. The professional service category by 1900 census
included actors, shownen and musicians, architects, doctors,
teachers and engineers. Taking New York City as the

f% r 60 percent (440 out of 729) of the males in this cate-

‘3~tors and musicians. About 53 percent of the females were

Ninety-six females of the 281 in this category, or
ent, were teachers.

The domestic and personal service category included boot-

d laborers, housekeepers and laundresses, waiters and

BS, midwives and nurses, and watchmen, policemen, and firemen.
Spread of occupations is deceiving, as the figures above,
lyzed, indicate. Aqgain Qsing New York City in 1900 as the
half of the males in the damestic and service category
ants and waiters (11,843 out of 20,395), and over one quarter

€rS. Less than one percent were classified as watchmen,
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and firemen. The latter three were rather high prestige

s in the Negro community in that each exhibited stability,
rity, entailed "clean" work, and had a visible connection
j(ty.72

he females in the domestic and personal service category,
percent were servants, waitresses, and laundresses.’3

four per cent. of the working negro population [in New York
mmon laborers and servants," DuBois noted in 1901. "The
lg-negroes was least remunerative," he went on, “they

a third less per week than the other nationalities."7% If

n exception to this general pattern of occupation and
ation, it was in Boston: there, DuBois said, only 60 percent
.its and ordinary laborers -- less than half of the men, and
of the working women, 75

lar figures may be demonstrated for other cities and the same
2ations applied. What is implicit in such figures is that by
drger percentage of blacks in the northern cities lived in

' on the edge of poverty. Even those working in manufactur-
he retail trades were, for the most part, assigned to porter's
@ the like and not to the-higher paid jobs. Of a small New

ty it was noted in 1903 that the Negro “may drive a garbage
a1l cart, grocery wagon or hack or, if he is fortunate, get a
f*PTivate coachman. He may become a day laborer or do

and white-washing or be a house servant, but he may not enter

I compete in any skilled labor with the white man."’6 But
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these occupations were respectable occupations; they varied

status (prestige) within the black community, depending upon
ria outlined.

éous]y a "job ceiling" existed. Custom had for years insured

e Negro did not compete openly in the job market. Rather, as

I;above. he was restricted to occupations deemed appropriate

: . The job ceiling varied with time and place simply

re were never enough blacks to entirely fill up the bottom

Teast desirable occupations. Some whites continued to find

s in competition with blacks at the mudsill. Only in the

Iman porter did the color line and the job ceiling clearly

fs a significance in these data that needs to be reiterated,
It should again be noted that by far the larger portion of
k northern community was employed in positions relating

f to the white portion of the population. R/In effect the Negro
Y Was being structured by its relationship to the white. One
t striking examples of such white leverage on the black

is the excess of females in cities where there were no great
ions of heavy industry, the reverse being the case where
Ustrial labor demands existed. DuBois, for example, pointed
E€Xcess of women over men in Philadelphia and New York City --
five and five-to-four respectively -- and said the situation

ted by the demand for housemaids.78

%ilationship between the black and white communities of the

e R e eet e
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obviously was affected by the number of Negroes in the
| northward migration was already underway in the late nine-
intury. But more than this, the migration was a cityward
a demographic change that was going on in the South as
The total Negro urban population increase is marked: 1n 1890
”‘percent lived in the city; in 1900, 22.7 percent; and in
f,percent.ao The proportion of Negroes in the population of
cities during these years of urban growth remained relatively
I;however. Negroes comprised 1.3 percent of the total urban
on of New York State in 1890, 1.5 percent in 1900, and 1.6

in 1910. In I1linois, Negroes comprised 2.0 percent of the
pulation in 1890, 2.3 percent in 1900, and 2.5 percent in
In this sense the Negro did not become much more "visible"
verall community in this earlier period in spite of his

:, bers. But obviously the increases were sufficient to
ensions when as a general rule residential segregation in the
I cities caused the black districts to bulge noticeably and
ver the de facto "fall lines" that existed in all communi-
‘*i Boston as an examp]e._ In 1885, there were 9481 Negroes
't'OPolitan area, up only some 200 over a decade earlier. In
e black population was 16,307; in 1905, 21,234; in 1910,
EA 1910 there were already a dozen cities in the country
® than 40,000 Negro residents, the largest being in the
'~ Thus do the great ghettos of cities 1ike New York and
from the middle of the first decade of the twentieth
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t
nsignificant as it was in comparison to later movements, this
igration caught the national eye quite early. One study of
lenged the comfortable white fdea that the Southern Negro
ue a supposed southwestward drift as he was crowded out
n migrants following the southward movement of industry into
states and beyond.33 Booker T. Washington emphasized that
better off in the South where there were better oppor-
in a better moral atmosphere than the North could possibly
84 v1p spite of all talk of exodus, the Negro's home is
Iy in the South," he often repeated, "for, coming to the
neat side of the question, the white man needs the Negro,
2gro needs the white,"85
White South also commented -- and complained. A letter in
leekly shortly after the turn of the century pointed to two
L in a few years would often be reiterated.
‘Ihe Southern people are stirred up because they
are losing that part of the negro population that
Would be most useful if it stayed; and the North
Will sooner or later wake up to the fact that it
,S soon going to experience‘the p]easure of Frying
to keep two races content within its own limits.®8
W residents could not fit in. it was offered. Primarily
could not make a go of it in the city. These facts, said

.10 1906, account for the "recent shocking revelations of

fomitted by negroes against white women in the city of New

- Overall picture of the black northern community from 1890 to
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;‘ihen. is one in which the class structure was largely
occupation and occupationally related features. If

the bottom of the black social structure, the undisciplined,
uneducated "riff-raff" are disregarded (as the skid row

. and those outside the law are disregarded in an analysis of
~f*%f1catfon). the picture is one of a single class of poor

¢ prosperous black Americans struggling to make ends meet --
1ler portion, though a good majority in the white commun-
arly struggling. These respectables, so defined, gave

he entire black urban community, while at the same time they
I existence to the needs of the dominant white society.

11y, the white society as a whole took their presence so
granted during most of these years that their very exis-
the most part ignored. Social invisibility would in

ue to afflict the Negro in America even when his physical

S noted. 88

| the lopsided social structure of the last decade of the
century and the first of the twentieth, there emerged by
20 a three-strata social framework that was a distorted

that of the dominant white society. A middle class
various rates in the ﬁorthern urban centers, in other

S 1t rose the social class heirarchy in the black community
ered, bringing about a fall in relative status for many. By

the black class pyramid supported small but identifiable
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upper classes. The latter were made even more noticeable

a continued northward-cityward migration from the South
expanded the massive lower class portion of the pyramid upon
ested.

nging class structure in the black urban North was the

least three interrelated factors, as has already been

been termed a “search for order" in a dynamic young nation
r maturity and fulfillment of its destiny. The industri-
urbanizing nation had to have new social imperatives. This
ed by a turning inward of the black community: a giving

s that the generation after the Civil War had held. And
this changing mood was an increasing flow of black

to the cities, southern cities, but especially northern

tion from the South had long been urged. From Reconstruc-
onward black militants saw it as a most meaningful form of
Such militancy was early found in Bishop Henry McNeal

he African Methodist Episcopal Church, for example.

Civil var chaplain and Georgia state representative for a

e, outspokenly advocated>migration to Africa as a solution
man's troubles in white Anerica.89 Still, the signifi-
; k northward movement before the so-called Great Migra-

2 World War | period is often overlooked. Even as early as

Slave states were "whiter" than they had been a decade
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with the exception of Arkansas .90

jp to 1910 northward migration was still a trickle, relative-
and such a trickle does not seem of too much moment. One
suggests that the Negro, still suffering from a low morale
uth, was "held by the terror" and the caste conditions
there.?1 Whatever bound blacks to the South, they could
expect to face prejudice in the North, and were as well held
length by their northern cousins and the European immigrants
their mudsill role. The northern job market was expanding
N immigrants were struggling into jobs, but for the rural
black a1l was uncertainty.

uncertainty,” W.E.B. DuBois noted in 1917, “was increased by
Southern . . . propaganda in the North decrying [the
KVNegro labor, and in the South by alleging that the Negro

. get work in the North."92 Coupled with this, DuBois went
the fact that "northern Negroes were bidding for higher places
trial machinery and gradually getting them. They feared
esale Southern migration would arouse prejudice and

S them."93 Their fears were not groundless of course. The
17.1n the northern cities did find his position altered by

X Of migrants. William Pickens, an early NAACP official,
1924 that the northern urban resident:

%8gan to be unlawfully segregated, -- barred from

ting and drinking places, theatres, parks,

aches, and other public resorts. In Dayton,

9, -~ which has a street named in honor of its

8at Negro poet, Dunbar, -- its colored people
efore the migration could go unquestioned into
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‘any place of amusement and be served to any usuval

public accomodation. But when five Negroes came
instead of one . . . .94
*pull” of wider opportunities in the North was certainly
regardless of a chilly welcome from some, and the city exer-
‘magnetism on black youth as well as white. It was the
) and women, less bound by old imperatives of interracial
» Who were already swelling the Negro districts of the
1 cities of the North.95
5;»h' of Southern conditions exercised considerable influ-
Til. This is a continuous theme in the period. One Negro
";-ted in 1898: "The Wilmington, N.C. Messenger says nearly
ored people have left that city since the riot there. There
g startling in the announcement."9%  The suggestion was
Y made in these early years that the migration would abate,
; hern farmers were given security in their lives and
and such fundamentals as education for their children.97

the Jim Crow system was firmly established, migration was
i"-f"“ll‘tm the southern Negro as a potent form of protest

Outhern conditions. The northern Negro press took up this

P their southern burdens. Their influence was striking.98

S Due To Oppression,” read the lead of a New York Age
-Negroes Demand Square Deal; Revolt Throughout the South.*9?
30 Defender was perhaps most noted for its appeals -- as

In the following verse of folk blues.
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I'm gonna leave this morning 1f I have to ride

~ the rods.

Got a mind for to ramble, a mind for to leave

~ this town.

,1chigan water tastes like cherry wine.

There's a great big headline in the Chicago

- Defender news,

Says my gal down South got the up-country blues.100

a result of such propaganda, some southern localities found it

y to try to control the distribution of black newspapers. The

e time of World War I conditions in the South found premier
a cause of the migration. "Lynchings, burnings, persecu-
 the main reason why colored folk have been flocking to New
re a 'nigger slaughter' is not so frequent an occurrence,"

2 observer in Harger's.102 In a verse of his "Bound No'th
ston Hughes captures the sentiment.

down de road, Lord,
dovn de road.

road, road, 0!

No'thern road.

Mississippi towns ain't

Fit for a hoppin' toad.103

migration by the time the United States entered World War I
ded Overtones of a protest movement. Regardless of the
€conomic opportunities being offered, going north still
Making a big move. It was a deliberate act, a flight from

“home " There were no leaders in this hegira, cne commen-

%’ although he exaggerated when he added "that for the first
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dstory the negro had taken his affairs into his own

~The Kansas "Exodus® of 1879 and the all-Negro towns estab-
1y in the South and West in the late nineteenth century

e claim. "Mirgration to northern cities amounted to a second

of the plantation Negro," wrote E. Franklin Frazier. "It
 break down of all the traditional and custamary modes of

@ throwing off of the forms of accommodation to the white

Yy economic opportunities, in the North. This was even more

r 1915 when northern industry was struggling to meet the

labor supply was largely cut off.106 In part the migration
characterized as a natural response to changes in the

of the nation's industries.107

rn industries sent south for labor. Agents spread across
elt with tickets for railroad transportation and money in
S. When the departures were not so large as to hurt the

I supply, the southern town crowed “good riddance." “The

on of the Negroes in the North has been a great service to the
Said the Knoxville, Tennessee, Sentinel. "It has taught the
e of the meaning of the race problem and has made the North

erant,"108 o0 wished the black migrant luck. The South



d his best interests at heart, one well-wisher said, and he
t pretty good, all things considered. Now, what with the
11 and all, perhaps the North could reap some benefits, whi

e time draining off the excess black labor from the

‘twenties James Weldon Johnson, then Executive Secretary
ACP, recalled the early war years:

I was in Jacksonville, Fla., for a while . . .,

and I sat one day and watched the stream of mi-

grants passing to take the train. For hours they

passed steadily, carrying flimsy suit cases, new

and shiny, rusty old ones, bursting at the seams,

boxes and bundles and impediments of all sorts,

including banjos, guitars, birds in cages and

what not . . . . The first wave of the great

exodus of Negroes from the South was on.110

Southerners the exodus soon got out of hand. They began to
f?retext to stem the loss of their labor supply. Labor
harrassed and subjected to special licensing fees, a
method in the deep South. In one case the fees were placed
omenal $25,000. Still the agents continued to operate and
ent went on, 11!

IS perhaps here that southern social conditions played their
finent role in urging the Negro North. In some Black Belt

€ exodus was likened to a mass strike by black plantation
,’Hord of mouth, letters from those who had already gone to

Mised land," the northern Negro press -- even the reactions

NS of labor recruiters were hardly needed.112
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le

uthern white press -- all spread the word. In many cases the
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ges offered in the North secemed wonderful to the poor

lack whose usual wage did not top $1.25 a day. Even the
Lﬁrty cents an hour offered by the lower-paying jobs looked
the southern agricultural laborer who earned ten or

ints an hour at the best of times. Moreover, being "paid in
by the week or month instead of in store credit once a
Louise Kennedy notes in her study of Negro migration, made
s seem "fabulous sums promising speedy wealth and

Few thought of the increased cost of living that went
etter wages, and even if they had, the increase in real

ti11 marked for many.114

tween 1910 and 1920; that of Detroit, 611 percent; that
i 307 percnet. Except for New York City and Buffalo, New
 had few cities that offered the kind of job opportunities
ted the Negro. Buffalo's black population increased 154
en 1910 and 1920, while New York City's grew some 66
Further west, Columbus, Ohio, served as a dispersal point to
Strial centers as Pittsbﬁrgh, Youngstown, Detroit, and
Chicago, one of the main terminal points of the migrants
k population leap to 109,000 in 1920, up from 44,000 in
30,000 in 1900.116

the mos t part, the black population concentrated in ten

dreas in the North during the 'teens. Almost 75 percent of
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es in the North lived in these industrial regions, more than
ing concentrated in the Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York
,5317 As a section, the North in 1920 would have 14.1 percent
otal Negro population, up from 10 percent in 1900.118

ar the greater portion of the new northerners had a hard time
rted: they ended up swelling the mass situated at the
Most, armed with only the cultural equipment of the rural

Bre unprepared to cope with urban life when they arrived -- a
accomnodationist leaders had been pointing to for years.]19
making a living and it was easy to get discouraged.

Hughes caught well the resulting sentiment in his "Evenin' Air

Folks, 1 come up North

- Cause they told me de North was fine.

1 come up North

Cause they told me de North was fine.

@;-n up here six months --

I'm about to lose my mind.120

the most part the migrants stuck it out, though. Southern

da tried to lure the Negro back "home," but the post-war years
S we shall see, violent ones that cancelled out the propa-

% of Migrants Are Sticking to Jobs b North," one paper

'd in reporting the results of an Associated Negro Press survey
7-]2] As bad as conditions admittedly were for many, as

05t had to work just to make ends meet, the general consensus
€Med to be that it was better than going back "home."122

55}&5 Campbe11's fictional character, had been scraping in

' and had had to scrape since she arrived in Newark, but she
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the po' coons back home . . . . 'Ain't got sense enough

She congratulated her visitors, including herself, on
} ‘up-an' - comin',' 'living' North.'*123 It was hard and
esick sometimes, but they would only go back, in the

s of some telling doggerel:

When 1ions eat grass like oxen

And an angleworm swallows a whale,

And a terrapin knits a woolen sock,
And a hare is outrun by a snail.

i'.n.iae;s.g;og on trees,

‘And wool on cast-iron rams,

I then may return to the South

But I'11 travel then in a box.124

gems certain that the influx of black Americans into the
North and South, altered the entire character of race relations
tion. Considered by some to be the most significant event in
an history since emancipation, the migration may have, as
st, chaﬁged a rural Negro peasantry into an urban prole-

a little over a generation.125 "A new type of Negro is

" wrote Charles S. Johnson in the mid 1920s, " -- a city

+ + In ten years [since 1915], Negroes have been actually
from one culture to another . . . . Whether apparent or
‘EWComers are forced to reorganize their lives, to enter a

5 and adjust to it that eager restlessness which prompted
leave home,"126 The migrant "underwent a mental transition"
@S absorbed into a Harlem or a Bronzeville, Robert Brisbane

eration later in his study, “The Rise of Protest Movements

FO8s." "“His racial attitude was swiftly hammered into
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‘with a new pattern."127 “'My God! Must be a million

Chicago,'" declares Ed in Alden Bland's novel, Behold A

Sure can tell they just got here all right. Funny,

wasn't so long ago I felt dressed up in them

starched jumpers. It's that scared, lost look

hey got s Like they out of place and know
"128

3S a swift and difficult adjustment that had to be made. Mr.

Ingston Hughes's noted character, would say to a recent

“Set down and I will tell you about Harlem, Minnie,
S0 you will be clear in mind. In fact, I will tell
You about the North. Down South you're swimming

in a river that's running to the sea where you
might drown but, at least, you're swimming with

the current. Up North we are swimming the other

. against the current, trying to reach dry

land. 1 been here twenty years, Minnie, and I'm
ti11 in the water, if you get what I mean."129

weight of their numbers, however, probably had less to do
Ctly changing the Negro social structure in the northern

than events on the white side of the color line.

the dominant culture, part of the motive force behind the
of the new middle class was the need to define the white
PUCture in a way that was congruent with the social impera-
N industrialized-urbanized society. A social system that
Fameters set in Horatio Alger's America was not able to
i'e bureaucratic needs of a complex urban society. White

the time was in some ways quite similar to the black. The
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| three-class structure usually depicted has a tendency to
te if examined closely, Robert Wiebe notes. The white

s seems to meld all too easily with the lower class into
ass on the order of the black "respectables."130

s from this single mass that the new white middle class

a new group of professionals and business specialists that
the bureaucratic needs of urban-industrial development.

In this new group was more a matter of skill and talent than
f wealth and ethnic background. These changes in the larger
changes in business organization and methods as well as
ical changes in manufacturing -- when coupled with a growing

Hpathy, forced concomitant changes in the black commun-

Negro comunity had its small number of black professionals
entrepreneurs at the turn of the century. They ranged in
nding fron the upper reaches of the so-called respectable
into the small, closed group of older elites. Though con-
ihe well-to-do of the black community, they did not have very
0Tes.  “Remembering the high cost of 1iving," Mary Ovington
and the exorbitant rental paid by black men, we can see that,
¥ the white man's standard, the Negro with his two or three
housand dollars a year is poor."132  Their existence -- and,
2 900d deal of their prestige -- depended upon white patron-
black.133 1, black class structure, to again emphasize the

» Ordered by white needs and white ideas of the proper role
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this changed in a measureable degree as a growing propor-
legro enterprises served Negro needs. Many of the small black
who had wholly depended upon white trade simply went
ss.134 The change took place at different rates in the

n centers, but by 1920 a fairly large Negro business
¢ existed, which provided the backbone of a recognizable Negro
'1!3 and of a new-rising social elite. The professionals and
le increasingly replaced many of the old elite at the top
cial structure, especially those whose status had rested upon
bfcice. "The Negro doctors, dentists, lawyers, and business-
could not boast of white ancestors or did not know their
stors," E. Franklin Frazier wrote, "were becoming the lead-
‘society.'"135 In Washington, D.C., those holding
iions still headed the social roster as they had earlier,
re civil service occupations still ranked high because of
« Some of the old elite maintained their position, in
& experienced a downward shift in their relative status.
‘5”0nships within the Negro community came, as a result, to
e closely those of the dominant society.
€Mporaries often misreqd this change and frequently com-
M3t the Negro was losing out in the occupations he had
Monopolized. Lack of efficiency on the part of the Negro
nation often offered.'36 But as socialist reformer Mary

N noted, the Negro had never been numerous enough in the
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ities to have monopolized any occupation, let alone all
imed -- barbering, bootblack stands, waiters, janitorial
and catering businesses. Numerically few, the Negro labor
nued to occupy the unenviable position of being easily
Perhaps the view persisted because the Negro failed to
hifting occupational lines in the white comunity. Whites
Ing into occupations that had formerly been regarded as “Negro"
ns. His concern was certainly well placed, though. The jobs
he had been restricted were those that meant food for his
for his children, a dress for his wife.138 So, too,
persist that skilled black artisans among the migrants
find openings in their trades but were forced to do menial
Zeddy, in Claude McKay's Home to Harlem, put it succinctly:
“Scab job or open shop or union am all the same

obs to me. White mens don't want niggers in them

nions, nohow. Ain't you a good carpenter? And

ain't I a good blacksmith? But kain we get a

10ok-in on our trade heah in this white man's

City? Ain't white mens done scabbed niggers outa

211 the jobs they useter hold down in heah in

this city? Waiter, bootblack, and barber shop?"139

r the majority of the migrants were unskilled laborers, and
were those positions not being filled at the time by
lites or foreign white immigrants.

he turn of the century .some Negro leaders dreamed of black
sts and large-scale industry. But as Frazier has noted, the
ing strength of the Negro businessman in the black

Y Was largely a myth.140 By 1914 there were 40,000 Negro

Enterprises according to the Negro Business League, double
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r existing in 1900, 141 Obviously the number of Negro enter-
any given city was very small.. For instance, there were
)-American enterprises in Paterson, New Jersey, providing

a population of 1182. In Buffalo, New York, there were
pulation of 1698.142 From 1900 to the start of the Great

there came to be some 500 Negro enterprises in Chicago. Most

Iling black was still dependent upon the white comunity to

e everyday needs of life.143 By way of example, in a call for
ity an advertisement placed by a Negro life insurance

d that when white owners of ghetto stores had closed during
ly Chicago riot of 1919, black residents were left without even
essentials, 144

1@ small businesses were multiplying, the occupational base of
 black comunity was broadening. The number of professicnals
importantly, each decade after the turn of the century, but
,ﬁ'the war years, saw increasing numbers of sales and clerk
y:and in the number of skilled workers, foremen, semi-skilled
transportation workers, and the like. Historian Harold
Mites:

In 1900, agriculture and domestic and personal

Service, traditional Negro work, occupied 86.7

Per cent of those gainfully employed; by 1920,

f € percentage of Negroes engaged in these two

9Ccupations had declined to 67.06. By 1920,
bout 1,506,000, 31.2 percent of those gainfully
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employed, were enga?sy in manufacturing, trade
and transportation. !>

ar workers were 3.6 percent of the Negro labor force in
mpared to 3.0 in 1910. Skilled blue collar workers rose
cent of the force, while semi-skilled workers and operatives
3 percent. The number of laborers and service workers rose
but there was a significant drop in the percentage involved
rk: 46.6 percent, down from 50.4 percent in 1910.146
as the new middle class grew and the occupational base
to encompass more fields, the menial job was still the only
al opening for the ordinary Negro.'47 An article in the
orkman said that domestic service was almost the “birth-
black women: thus she should be efficient.148 To this
ICA offered courses of instruction in laundress, housemaid,
and waitress work to "young women over fifteen years of
od moral character."149 In Pittsburgh in 1911, it was
hat only three Negro women held fairly responsible positions
usinessess. 150 The Negro fire company of Columbus, Ohio,
1n 1880 came to an abrupt end in 1913 when the department
and the black firemen were replaced by whites.151
re the European war brokerout in 1914 the white immigrant had
acing the Negro in the better domestic service positions.
View remained “Negroes are servants; servants are Negroes,"
8ois put it, but by 1920 the majority of the domestic and
drkers had fallen in relative status.152 Scme of this group

IMan porters, resort hotel waiters who moved with the sea-
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w of the old elites in personal service -- maintained a
y high status position (the "upper servants" as DuBois termed
far as the Negro community was concerned they became part
veloping black middle class. 93 The great mass of Negroes in
ity, though, lost in relative status. The loss may not have
s realized and the reasons for this state of affairs may not
of continuous conscious concern for the majority of the
y dwellers, but it certainly did not escape them. They
od the situation in just the manner W.E.B. DuBois described
they would not have been able to express it in the same
social system, DuBois said, was the product of "the 'manure'
jocial organization." According to this theory:
we believe that at the bottom of organized human

fe there are necessary duties and services which
real human being ought to be compelled to do.
np?s? ?e}?gathis mudsill the derelicts and half-

derceptive Rudolph Fisher, in his novel The Walls of Jericho,

A central character, attending a large social function:

icked out two or three strangers, [and] conjec-
red about their occupations. This lopsided one
, undoubtedly a waiter, that plump cocoa one a
porter, the bald, custard one whose cheeks had
been left in the oven a trifle too long a -- Well,

at the hell else were boogies but waiters and
Porters?155

18 19205, then, the black class pyramid was a distorted image
ite, resting upon a massive lower class, which was continu-
Nded by migration from the South. Urged on by the same

t motivated the earlier waves of migrants, but especially

.
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the continued labor needs of the North and the resulting economic
opportunities, the population pressure these new migrants created was
marked. "In Pittsburgh," the National Urban League periodical Oppor-
tunity declared, "Negro home seekers have been forced to retreat to
the uninhabitable cliffs isolated from the city's gas and water
supp’ly.“l56 In Newark, New Jersey, Thomas Campbell wrote in his novel
Black Sadie, the migrants:

came to roaring, squalid Orange Street and

entered a vast ramshackle tenement. The totter-

ing structure was fairly bursting with darkies.

They crowded every nook and cranny. They over-

flowed on landings and stairs. They spilled them-

selves and their belongings profusely into the

street.157
By 1930, 20.3 percent of black America lived in the North -- a
striking demonstration of the numbers that continued to move north-
ward in the 1920s.158

A brief examination of some of the numbers involved displays just

how askew the Negro social structure was by the fourth decade of the
twentieth century. Staid old Boston city saw an increase of some
4,000 black Americans between 1920 and 1930, bringing its Negro popu-
lation to 20,574. The surrounding metropolitan districts remained
about the same. MNew York City's Negro population stood at 327,706,
up some 175,000 over 1920. Most found their way to Manhattan, its

black population alone accounting for 115,000 of the increase. In

the Empire state, the only other city showing a really marked increase
continued to be Buffalo, up to 13,563 in 1930 from 4,511 in 1920, a

200 percent increase. Other cities of the section showing marked
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increases over the decade were Chicago, up 113.7 percent to 233,903;
Philadelphia, up 63.6 percent to 219,599; Detroit, up 194 percent to
120,066; Cleveland, up 108.7 percent to 71,899; Newark, up 129 percent
to 38,880; Dayton, up 89.2 percent to 17,077.159

By categorizing the employed Negro males of New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Cleveland, and Cincinnati as either middle class or
lower class on the basis of occupation alone, E. Franklin Frazier
found that in 1920 just about 90 percent still fell into the lowér
class, but that the middle class was growing. Of the employed males
in New York in 1920, 11.4 percent could be classified-as middle class,
as could 10.4 percent in Chicago, 7.9 percent in Philadelphia, and 5.8
percent in Cleveland. Cincinnati, with only 5.5 percent falling into
the middle class category, was really more on a par with New Orleans,
where but 4.7 percent could be placed in the middle class. In 1930,
the percentages falling into the middle class category were: Chicago,
12.9 percent; New York, 13.4 percent; Cincinnati, 6.5 percent;
Cleveland, 8.5 percent.160

Again the numbers do not tell the whole story, but they do
provide a striking backdrop. The human details can be gleaned from
such sources as the New York City survey of Negro women in industry in
that city. Reporting on this survey the New York Age noted that most
of the subjects were employed in the flower and feather trade, the
millinery industries and the like, and in button factories and the

161

candy industry. Almost all were engaged in unskilled labor and

earned two to five dollars less a week than whites doing the same
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work.162 One finds a similar story in Chicago, Detroit, and other
cities, 163 Noting the prevalence of the idea that blacks for some
reason should be paid less than whites for the same work, and that
this was actually influencing governmental agencies, George Haynes,
Director of Negro Economics in the Department of Labor wrote: "It
would seem that the Negro is expected to produce from his dark skin
same sort of alchemy which will transmute smaller pay than white
workers receive into equal standards of food, shelter and clothing . .
RLLLL TS want ads read:

"Wanted: Factory helpers; experienced only; white
$24.00, colored $20.00. Apply . . .“165

And even where the Negro was paid the same wages as the white, he in
turn paid the higher rents and food prices that go hand-in-hand with
residential segregation,166

In short, it was costly to be black in white Anerica in more ways
than one. It is a truism that the essentials always eat up a dispro-
porticnate share of the poor man's income. Nowhere was this more
apparent than in the black northern community. Rent took a larger
share of the Negro's wages than the white worker's, while at the same
time he was often paid a lower wage than the white for the same work.
"Most pertinent to the Hegro newcomer, " Mary Ovington suggested in
1910, "is not where he will live nor how he wil] live, but whether
he will be able to live in New York at all, whether he can meet the
landlord's agent the day he comes to the door,"167 Khen the average
worker's earnings at the time was only about $22 a week, and job

security for the easy to replace never very sure, getting ahead was a
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pretty nebulous thing.168

There were, in sum, certain ubiquitous and enduring facets to
black life in the North.169 Especially apparent were residential
segregation and the "job ceiling.” In a sense the "height" of the job
ceiling might be used as a barometer of the economic climate of the
nation in that the Negro was the last hired and first fired. Langston
Hughes did not recall much of a slump after the Great War. The news-
papers in the early 1920s carried numerous help wanted ads, he wrote
in his autobiography.

I bought the papers and began to answer ads re-
garding jobs I thought I could handle -- office boy,
clerk, waiter, bus boy, and other simple occupa-
tions. Nine times out of ten -- ten times out of
ten to be truthful -- the employer would look at me,
shake his head and say with an air of amazement:
"But 1 didn't advertise for a colored boy!"170

Against this backdrop of sameness the changes wrought during
these years stand out quite clearly. The Negro class structure that
emerged for instance, was, in E. Franklin Frazier's words, "the result
of a slow and difficult occupation differentiation of the Negro popu-
lation."171 It is important to note again, however, that the sub-
jective measures of class membership cannot be disregarded in favor
of the more objective occupational yardstick: occupations simply did
not carry the same class connotations in- the black world as in the
white. A social worker could qualify as a "society" leader, other

things being equal, just as easily as the minister, lawyer, or business

man. In some instances so might one in domestic service still qualify




85

in the 'twenties.172 Just who got pushed up and who got pushed down
was not entirely settled by the 1930s, and, as one contemporary
observer wrote then, "the sheep are [still] found rubbing noses with
the goats" in black society. “The goat just happens to be the big

ran's father or brother or some other close relative."173

That such wavy class lines existed helps to explain the white
fnability to see, or to admit to, class distinctions in the black
world: “. . . just because we're colored they think we got to be
equal," were frequent words of complaint according to one comentator J
on Negro society.”4 It also helps to explain the black American's
continued tendency to claim that class distinctions were barely
present if they existed at all. As one of Rudolph Fisher's characters
insisted:

-« « I always say the top ain' but a little way
from the bottom -- can't be 'tain' been risin' long
enough. And ain' none of us so much better'n the
rest of us that we can afford to get uppity 'bout |
jt.*175

The indefinite class lines also help to explain the tension that

continued to exist between the top and bottom rungs of the social

class ladder. The great mass of ordinary Negroes, in ways that will

be elaborated later, tended to be distrustful of the rising new

middle class just as they had been of the older elijte. Historian

Rayford Logan writes:

The Tower classes resent being used as a stepping

stone to help the lawyer or doctor or teacher to !
remove himself from their intellectual society,
and economic orbit; the upper classes condemn the
lower for "making it hard for us." The profes- ‘
sional class approach the masses with the typical |
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twentieth century "uplift" psychosis; the masses

have the perfectly natural reaction of suspecting

ulterior motives on the part of their self-

professed friends.176

When the Great Depression hit, class distinctions became even
less clear as some who had climbed a peg or two were rudely shoved
back down to the bottom. One authority noted that the class pyramid
came to resemble a steeple in the "thirties.177 Yet it would continue
to evolve toward the white model more and more as time went on, even
though the class lines would remain far from clearly defined even in
the 1940s. Paradoxically, the increasing resemblance of the black
structure to that of the dominant society allc..ed more and more
blacks to avoid contact with the white world.178
To the casual observer it would seem that such persistant

reminders of inferiority as having one "nigger day" a year in the
city's parks, as in Cincinnati, would make any semblence of an
orderly existence impossible. 179 Certainly they did place monumental
stresses on many facets of Just getting along from day to day. But
the black American subcommunity provided shelter from the worst of
these. Black America had Tong since learned how to live with its

"blackness."




CHAPTER 1V

THE NEW BLACK AMERICAN

The white man is a tiger at my throat
Drinking my blood as my life ebbs away,

And muttering that his terrible striped coat
Is freedon's and portends the Light of Day.
Oh white man, you may suck up all my blood,
And throw my carcass into potter's field,
But never will I say with you that mud

Is bread for Negroes! Never will I yield.*

—————

The growth of racial consciousness, marked since the 1890s,
Created modern black America. Obviously Negro America had a racial
identity before then; racial consciousness was probably present fram
the founding of the continental colonies and was much influenced by
the nature of American slavery.‘ Certainly the "old settlers" in the
Rorthern communities possessed such an awareness before the Civil
War.2 And certainly the old Negro elite, feeling themselves apart
~from the ordinary black mass held some such identification -- one
based upon free status before the war, pride in blood relationship to
leading white families, "political" connections to the seats of power
in the form of clerkships, and so forth. This sense of group belong-
ing was frustrated by changes on both sides of the color line, how-
: ever, and had reached low ebb by the 1890s.3
Thrust from his tenuous toe-hold in the mainstream of America by
Political, social, and economic proscriptions, the black American
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flopped about "like a fish caught in a net," as Lerone Bennett, Jr.,
puts it.% The old elite continued for some time to see themselves as
being more class-akin to their counterparts in the dominant culture --
an attitude that was perpetuated in the nascent middle class of the
decade. They hoped to make some sort of an adjustment with the white
view that saw the black community as an undifferentiated unity.5 Byt
the ordinary respectable was closer to the reality of racist Anerica.
By the 1890s, the urban Negro especially had given up at last the
hopes of the Reconstruction period that black America had rather
naively accepted, and accepted the realities manifest in white Aner-
fca's turn to extreme racism instead.6

Enforced social distance made blacks accept such conditions, but
it also gave them a new sense of racial being, a feeling of people-
hood, a we-group sense of identity. These shorthand expressions of
racial consciousness refer to what sociologist Milton Gordon terms
“participational identification,” a sense of identity distinct from
the "historical identification" that preceded it.7 Black urban Amer-

ica began to interpret its experiences more and more in terms of

blackness. More and more the Negro identified himself as a special

kind of Amnerican. At botton he saw his position was to be continually
defined by his special relationship to the dominant white society.8
Something of this, albeit a negative aspect, may be seen in such
remarks of the time as: "Well, you must remember you are colored,"

Or, “Well, this is a white man's country."9

That the ordinary Afro-Anerican was turning inward toward a sense
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of peoplehood by the mid 1890s at the latest may not be unquestionably
demonstrated, to be sure, but the available evidence is convincing.
Some authorities tie the growth of this sentiment, which {s confi-
dently asserted to have existed in the 1920s, to the Great Migration
and World War I.]0 Making northern city dwellers out of an ever-
increasing number of black southern migrants undoubtedly strengthened
the sentiment and speeded up the process and thus accounts for its
increased perceptibility by the late 'teens. But, as mentioned
earlier, the significance of the migration prior to that time is often
overlooked. Furthermore, the turn to a new sense of racial conscious-
fess might better be seen as a reaction to the cresting of white
racial consciousness in the 1890s. In this sense the rise of black
racial consciousness was an entirely rational response to the re-
- ordering of the white social community underway at the time. White
America had embarked on a search for order that in one of its facets
sought to further exclude black Americans from the mainstream of
Anerican life. Black Anerica, with the northern urban dweller in the
van, also had embarked on a search for order, but its search was to
be one that interpreted the American culture in terms of blackness. !
W.E.B. DuBois, in noting the discontent among black Philadel-
Phians in the 1890s, pointed to the new orientation in that community.
The younger generation of respectables, he said, was addressing the
continued color discrimination that so obviously made them a special
kind of American from a different per‘spective.]2 A black commentator

in 1899 made the discontent explicit in an article in the national
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magazine Forun. A1l of the suggested solutions to the race problem in
America -- educatfon, industrial usefulness and property acquisition,
religion -- are useless in and of themselves, W. H. Council] asserted.
"Whether North, South, East, or West be his ambition, his aspirations
are chained to a stake, are circunscribed by Anglo-Saxon prejudice and
might: his movements are circular." Only when black Americans become
a people, this critic went on, will they be able to attack the
chain. 13

Just as Sutton Grigg's 1889 novel, Imperium in Imperio, had

pointed to the arrival of a "new Negro" on the scene, such comments
foreshadowed the protest of the first decade of the new century that
culminated in the abortive Niagara Movement and the founding of the
NAACP.14 Walled in by white racism, the "Negro began to reject the
fdea of the world's belonging to white people only, and to think of
himself, in concert, as a potential force in the organization of
society," as Saunders Redding writes in his introduction to a 1961

edition of DuBofs's Souls of Black Folk (1903).15

But can the fact that some highly articulate blacks saw new
strident criticism boiling up from among the black mass be pointed to
as indicating a sense of racial being had come into existence there?
One might instead point to the highly vocal Bishop Henry Turner of
the African Methodist Episcopal church and his call for emigration to
Africa.16 It is the widening challenge to the white status quo, how-
ever, that indicates that the sense of peoplehood was percolating

upward in the black community. Even the conservative Colored Anerican
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Magazine, whose pages were much devoted to praising the rising new
black middle class, found room for comment. In a 1905 editorial it
charged that "half of the population of the South has Negro blood in
its veins. The South has produced no man of genius of whom it has
been said, and it is much believed, and perhaps can be proved, that he
was of mixed origins."‘7 Later, in response to a statement by Presi-
dent Eliot of Harvard that he would "advocate separation" if the
number of Negro students warranted it, an editorial asserted that it
was not because of any "desire to associate with whites that we decry
this American habit of 'Jim Crowing' us, but because of the disadvan-
tages following it."18 The same issue remarked that "the American
white man's tolerance may need educating and preparation for the new
Negro, for if we shall have a new Negro we must also have a new white
man."19

There were few that still hoped for a new white man, of course.
Rather than waiting for him, blacks made their own communities. This
s clear from the "completeness" of such black communities in the
larger northern cities by 1910. By that time, Mary Ovington noted,
the sense of community had developed to the point where everyday mat-
ters were not only being interpreted from a position of blackness, but
positions of contending opinion on things economic, social and politi-
cal had evolved in these communities.20

The sense of racial consciousness that had developed becomes

clearer in the charges issued by black periodicals to the black commu-

nity. The Negro is "chiefly tolerated because of his usefulness as a
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laborer and producer," asserted the Colored Anerican Magaz1ne.21 In

1909 the Broad Ax stated flatly that "the quicker the Negro learns
that he is an unimportant and insignificant factor politically as far
as the achievement of any substantial results for the race is con-
cerned, . . . the better it will be for him."22 How can the average
Negro be expected to see much purpose in educating his children,
stormed this black newspaper, when he knows they will not be able to
use it? The solution lay within the black community for "we have
been whining and complaining for so long until even those who were our
friends have grown tired and threadbare of us."23
The enhanced sense of racial consciousness was in many ways the
product of the shift in the social structure of black America. But it
was also fostered by such agencies as the Negro Business League whose
membership has a vested interest in seeing the development of a strong
sense of racial solidarity. The League, founded by Booker T. Wash-
ington in 1900, had the long range objectives of bringing Negro Amer-
icans together along practical lines and reducing prejudice. At the
same time, and more immediately, the heightening of racial conscious-
ness was of definite advantage to this segment of the "disadvantaged."
Some businessmen gained at least partial monopolies within the black
community. And, as Arnold Rose notes, if they were subject to white
segregation and discrimination, they also came to "secure their posi-
tions [within the black community] because of these very things."24
If white prejudice forced the Negro to turn to black businessmen and

professionals, so much the better as far as the black entrepreneurs
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re concerned,

Fostering race pride was simply good business for some. More and
re the Negro undertaker now served only the black community. The
ame was true for the Negro tailor, barber, caterer, physicfan, and
0 on, as the early decades of the century passed. In the mid 1920s,

LE.B. DuBois observed in the influential American Mercury:

Remember that the advance of the black American
in the past twenty-five years has been, despite
himself and unnoted by his friends, mainly along
separate lines. There has been increasing sep-
aration, with separate institutions, a larger
group econony by which colored people serve them-
selves through their own stores, insurance societies
and professional services, a tremendous and some-
times an almost fanatic increase in race pride.
White people do not sense this. They see increas-
ing race segregation and they are content and
happy. The Negro too is content and happy. He

s beating the white folks at their own game. He
is gaining power. Larger and larger numbers are

escaping all contact with the whites.25
Campaigns to "buy black" excited and fed upon the growing sense
vof peoplehood in the comuni ty. 26 Negro newspapers argued the need for
Cooperation: “Organization for Race Good" read one New York Age head-
line in 1916.27 In one sense articles such as this conveyed a sense
of shifting values. The black Horatio Alger tenet of individual worth
and reward, they intimate, must be subordinated to that of solidarity
at all levels. At the same time, though, they could not disguise
entirely that solidarity among the mass of ordinary blacks would

assist the rising middle class more closely to approximate white

middle class 1ife style -- a fact that the ordinary Negro resented.28

The Negro History movement that grew up during the period also
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| and fed the Negro's sense of peoplehood. It too was nour-
 “the blatant Caucasian racialist with his theories and
ns of race superiority," the first curator of the New York
fbrary's Negro Division, Arthur Schomburg, wrote. It “bred
opian counterpart . . . [who] tried to prove half of the
geniuses to have been Negroes and to trace the pedigree of

century Americans from the Queen of Sheba."29 Arnold Rose

‘The whole tendency of the Negro History movement ---
‘not as history but as propaganda -- is to encourage
- the average Negro to escape the realities -- the
~actual achievements and the actual failures -- of
the present. Although the movement consciously
tends to build race pride, it may also cause Negroes
inconsciously to recognize that group pride is

built partly on delusion, and therefore may result

- In a devaluation of themselves for being forced to
resort to self-deception.30

lF Propaganda aspect the movement generated some rather fan-
‘@ims.3] Yet, in its true historical aspect, as embodied in
Hation for the Study of Negro Life and History founded in
iistorian Carter G. Woodson, the movement provided the Negro

Y with a scholarly vehicle for protest.32 Scholarly appeals
'i‘Of historical 1dentification did not particularly reach

' OF near the bottom of the black social structure, however.
¥ing similar messages were such commercial appeals as that of
ik‘Specialties Company of Chicago: "RACE PRIDE -- WHAT DO
'QQUR BOY OR GIRL?" ran their advertisement for pictures of

« "Do you only hold up examples of deeds of great white

do you tell of the wonderful accomplishments of your own
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havoc 1ts aftermath visited upon the black urban commnunity,

hese events are often pointed to as the real source.

vertheless,

Undoubt-
the war helped accelerate the established trend.

irticipation in the war demonstrated to him that however much

d he was also thoroughly involved in the American society. He

too the benefits of coordinated action. 34 Much of the cooper-

the black communi ty was still spontancous or ad hoc in

For example, black police had traditionally patrolled the

USiness section of Philadelphia's black district. When they

oved at the request of the local businessmen's association, a

nd effective boycott brought about their return. The local

en denied bringing their removal about and even pretended not

g to the business association.35
rt Stories,

In one of Rudolph Fisher's
the Italian owner of a fruit store in Harlem is

the Ways of that Negro Mecca. "Patronage had a queer way of

| itself in Harlem," he thought. “you lTost your temper and

'@ single 'negre!t A week later you sold your business."36

* hopes raised by the very real advances made by blacks during

Period dissolved in the Post-war wave of violence that swept
| the citios. In compensation for the expectations that lay

A the rubble of the riots of the Red Sumer of 1919, racial

SNess soareq, 37 The New York

“There is nothin
1’ESpect of the

Age observed in early 1919 that:

g that comands the admiration and
white world like a man who fights

T e ———

e e
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back, and the harder he fights, the more admira-
tion and respect it accords him. Some day the Negro
in this country is going to realize that ftact . .

Comments such as these were not atypical. “Playing the Monkey,"

Chicago Defender captioned an editorial that asked, "how long will

 be harnessed to the chattel ideas of our forefathers."39 A New

paper observed that, "if the 10,000,000 or more Negroes in the

S. worried wisely over their future, it would give the white people
this country so much to worry about that they would be glad to give

Negroes what they are entitled to."40 “Much is said of the ‘new

ro,'" declared the Chicago Defender early in 1920. But "we haven't

h a critter, just the same old tinted individual roused into self-
nsciousness, awakened to his own possibilities, with stiffened back-
ne, with . . . new hopes for the future."4l The Reverend Rollin
rtt wrote: “'When we get possession of Africa,' a negro said to me
Harlem the other day, 'we are going to build a civilization so
lendid that white women will blacken their faces and frizz their
air, 142 Wishbone, Jawbone, and Funny-bone Negroes are out, said an
itorial in the Richmond St. Luke's Herald. Backbone Negroes are
n.43 Another editorial charged:

NO NATION has contributed so much to this so-

called color tide as Anerica. Here color is a

dementia . . . . FOR MUCH OF THIS AMERICAN SPIRIT

toward us we do not hold ourselves blameless. We

permitted them to enslave us for more than two

centuries. We freelx confess our shame for this

much of our history.%4
It is evident, of course, that many elements had to coalesce to

bring about the heightened sense of community so apparent in black
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rica at this time -- elements that had been building tension
unity. The reordering of the black social structure may
d to again in this context. Even the change urbanization

0 the Negro's religious organizations contributed. In a
Ag‘set in the period immediately following the war, the

?'Langston Hughes, taking advantage of white stereotypes,

‘As long as they were singing and praying they
forgot about the troubles of this world. In a
frenzy of rhythm and religion, they laid their
- €ross at the feet of Jesus.

' Poor over-worked Jesus! Somehow since the
Nar, he hadn't borne that cross so well. Too
heavy, it's too heavy! Lately, Negroes seem to
~Sense that it's not Jesus' cross, anyhow, it's
their own.45

torian Edward Margolies notes that many of these tensions may
S€en as originating in the "racial tensions [that] flared as
which were often racially exclusionist to begin with,

d rural Negroes who traditionally and psychologically owed
yalities more to individuals than to groups."4  The drama
evelopment of group consciousness over individual loyalties is
und in such conflicts. Bland's protagonist in Behold a Cry
in the flare-up in Chicago after the war.

*You know, it didn't make no difference to me

28t first, union or no union. But I found out one
(Ehing from this riot. They pounded it in my head.

g Hhite folks really hate us! You can't trust them

- ho more than you can a snake. I wouldn't belong

%o nothing they belong to'"

‘hi He passed his tongue over the sharp edges of

i S-teeth [broken when mobbed by whites].

E Niggers got to stick together more . . . . Got

%0 lean on one another. To hell with them crackers'"47
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jch comments and observations actually demonstrate a rising
nsciousness? It might be argued that they were little more
ections of a not very surprising instability and anxiety

y rapid social change and war-time tensions. But the changes
i sive to be explained by such an argument. Black Amer-

had more than three decades of experience with the growing

ism. The conciliatory philosophy of Booker Washington had

n the national scene. Organized protest at the national

| existed for a decade in the form of the NAACP, although it
10 reach down to the ordinary Negro's level. Then at the end
IF came the rise of Marcus Garvey and his Universal Negro

nt Association (UNIA). And the UNIA can only be seen as a

IA was an international pan-African organization, but it
e United States that it enjoyed its largest successes.48 At
}ie UNIA boasted of black-owned enterprises organized under
f”Flctories Corporation and a steamship company appropriately
® Black Star Line. It had a military-like African Legion,

ad Black Cross Nurses, and sponsored its own religious insti-
the African Orthodox Church. At its height, Garvey's fol-

i8S been estimated to have numbered anywhere from a few

jib several million. In 1928 Garvey himself claimed UNIA

P was eleven million. 49

S Garvey, a West Indian-born Negro, was a racial Zionist
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the United States in 1916. Garvey accepted at their face

black American. He turned these expressions of inferiority
;ihe white world: they were indicative of the real position
ack man in the West in general and in the United States in
r. Offering a doctrine of blackness -- black was good,
Lgvil -- Garvey appealed to both black and white prejudices.
enation was a horror to the whites, so to was it a horror to
called for racial purity and economic self-sufficiency,

S white America had consistently denied. He made eloquent
0 the past glories of the black race, stealing weapons from
L*CIass Negro History Movement in doing s0.%0 Let blackness
Jlory, not your burden, Garvey told the Afro-American. He

8d black individual rights -- something the ordinary Negro
 safely do from his position of weakness. Blackness was

g to be displayed: blackness was a virtue.5!

;Fﬂs could have been more welcame to the ears of people
€Cipations had just been so efficiently and thoroughly de-
SUSt the existence of the UNIA gave the individual Afro-
Measurably better stature in his own eyes, even though whi tes
ake Garveyism very seriously. To himself he became a "fellow
ﬁ Negro race."52 Even after the trappings of Garveyism have
ﬁunted == one observer noted that Garvey's tinsel and ritual
BEYy tess absurd than that of the Ku Klux Klan" -- the

it must be acknowledged, imbued ordinary black Amnericans
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assive dose of self-esteem, 53 The Garvey movement, Ira DeA,

er wrote:

was the first that was able to br
tionality lines, the first that p
of middle class leadership among Negroes, the

first to create pride in a slowly changing aspect

of Negro life -- color. Garvey was berated, despised,
arrested and extradited [deported]. He was the

Voice for thousands of Negroes who had never left

the South, [and] for thou

eak through na-
roke the crust

to-Africa movement, but.
he aroused and organized the Negro comunity in the
United States as it had not been organized before, 54

ting upon a solig base of mass support, Garveyism played an
L role as a Ne

gro protest organization during the first half
920s .

Not even the black middle class had anticipated how
e attraction of Garvey's Propaganda would be to those at
111.55 ¢ was the ordinary Negro -- the ol4 respectables,

Br class -- that Garvey was talking to.

Over America, ] am for Marcus Garvey,"

;frun Ketchikan, Maska.

Their support came

read a postcard to

"I have read the Magazine and
Orlord Papper and Marys Garvey has done more
fday . |

than any [.?]
* Put to Lime Light of the colord race."56

= early 19205 white America had to take some notice. The
°1€ white ilusion of a unity in blackness -- "of the Negro

:'TTErentiated caste" -- was revealed to those who chose to

&y's influence began to decline aboyt 1923 as a result of

Struggies within his organization, continyal money troubles,
:'1 attack, Rapidly the UNIA disintegrated as a mass organ-
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} the United States. By the time Garvey was deported in
 movement had lost its vitality.5% In the long history of
t{onalism, however, it marked a real beginning. "Garveyism,*
ne recent scholar of the movement, "was the first serious

' to white hegemony.™

By and large it can be said that the one distinc-

tive and coherent ideology which has taken root

among Africans and lower class Negro movements in
this century has been the various brands of the

Garvey philosophy. %9
for the immediate period Garveyism failed to fulfill its

The movement failed, writes historian E. David Cronon,
Decause it was unable to cane up with a suitable alternative
Satisfactory conditions of American 1ife as they affected the
) This may be correct, but the movement portended of things
ﬁor Garvey's mass following brought focus to the deep unrest
EW'ng ordinary Negroes and reflected their anxiety about

In white America. The editors of World's Work claimed in
lihat Garveyism was "the best point at which to study what is
inside the heads of the ten million colored people in the
ates., "6

l?tunate]y, how the great mass of black Americans may actually
t about Garvey himself remains obscure. “A weaver of dreams, "

dude MCKay of Garvey, “he translated into a fantastic pattern

TETS of the Negro race."62 A close white observer, Rollin
Ote;
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It is not easy to determine what negroes in
general think of Garvey. One gets such responses
as, "He is very idealistic," "He builds his moun-
tains too high," or, "I think he's going to waste
all that money. What does a colored man know
about running steamship lines [referring to Garvey's
§11-fated business venture, the Black Star Line]?"
But you notice that invariably the reply is pre-
ceded by a moment or two of hesitation and you
wonder if perhaps the negro is not giving you the
answer he imagines you would like to hear. At
all events, every Anerican neqro seems to know
about Garvey, and when Garveyites held high carni-
val in Madison Square Garden one night last summer
[the first convention of the UNIA, August, 1920]
the building was thronged to capacity with an all-
black audience.”

rvey might have been as some observers believe, of greater

lcance to the mass at the bottom of the black caste had he
hed the situation differently: if, for instance, he had
zed the deep American identity of the ordinary Negro. Rudolph

captures this element in a short story written in the mid

“Africa, . . . dat de only chance. Teng mo' years,
mahn, dis Harl'm be jes' like downg Georgia. Dis

g2 white mahn's country:"

“Back to Africa." snorted Payner. "Go on back
b'ys. Me -- I doan give a dahm f' all de Garveys an'
a1l de Black Star liners in Hell. T stay right

here."

L "You t'ink only for you'self," charged Chester.
You t'ink about you' race an' you see I am right.

" Garvey is de Moses of his people.”

. "Maybeso. But I be datm' if Moses git any my
money. Back to Africa! How de hell I'm goin'
back where 1 never been?"64

feKay's Banjo exclaimed: "‘Marcus Garvey was one nigger who
lance to make his and hulp other folks make it, and he took it

himself in prison. That theah Garvey had a white man's
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chance and he done nigger it away . . . . Garvey wasn't worth no more
than the good boot in his bahind that he done got,'"65

Could something like Garveyism have taken place earlifer in Aner-
fca? Was the racial consciousness upon which the movement fed intense
enough? Probably not. It was not until after the turn of the century
that the ordinary black American so consistently interpreted his
~experiences in terms of blackness. It was not until this time that
- the black American consistently separated the fact of being Negro from
the role white America had assigned to the Negro. The 1920s for Negro
Anerica was a period of high morale.66 "Hitherto," said the artic-
ulate Alaine Locke, "it must be adnitted that Anerican Negroes have
been a race more in name than in fact, or to be exact, more in senti-
ment than in experience. The chief bond between them has been that
of a common condition rather than a comon consciousness . . , ."67

Direction for this spirit of blackness was lacking: it was what
Garvey momentarily provided. "The so-called new Negro," writes
Robert Brisbane, “intruded upon almost every facet of American life,
sometimes with a purpose and sometimes without a purpose. The urges
to challenge, to assert, to create and more were often spontaneous and
nearly always uncoordinated. In short, black nationalism was pro-
ducing a cacophony. What was needed was a leader who could obtain
harmony."68 It was at this point that Garveyism entered black Aner-
ican life. Garvey's praise of things black brought fleeting harmony

to the lower levels of black society, but left a residue. "Black Is

a Beautiful Color," read the lead of an article in the Pittsburgh

e
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“The new glory of black is the growing success of the
ro."69 Black dolls used to be rare, but were now quite acceptable
the black comunity, noted a black editor, now that white was no
er the only standard.’0

At the same time that racism continued to demonstrate to many the
orrectness of Garvey's assertion that black Americans had no future
In their own country, white America ironically "discovered" the Negro
- or rather, the "New Negro." Each generation since the Civil War
ad had its New Negro, and each New Negro had in some way challenged
the accepted pattern of interracial relations. None, however,
attracted the attention of white Anerica so much as the New Negro of
the Harlem Renaissance.7‘ Garveyism was at bottom an expression of
nationalism on the part of lower-class black urban America. The
Renaissance was at bottom an expression of cultural nationalism on
the part of middle-class, intellectual black urban Amnerica. The for-
mer found its support within the black conmunity alone, the latter in
the white community as well as in black intellectual circles. Both,
obviously, registered the heightened racial consciousness of the
time.

The black author of the Harlem Renaissance gained a good deal of
notice in the 1920s, although he was destined to find little place in
Anerican literary history.72 But much of the recognition came about
in a second-hand manner -- as the result of the attention paid to
black subjects by white authors and white patrons. Black Americans

and the problem of being black in a white society was used by the
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white as a means of criticizing the “American way of life" and the
“return to normalcy” that had followed the Great War. They found in
black America none of the superficialities that had corrupted white
Anerica.’3

As white artists exploited black subject matter -- Eugene 0'Neil,
Sherwood Anderson, and Carl Van Vechten to mention but three -- black
artists found opportunity opening up to them. Once discovered, Negro
art and artists suddenly were in vogue. And in black Anerica a con-
troversy immediately errupted. Some argued, as did George Schuyler,
that as the Negro artist was a “lampblacked Anglo-Saxon," the whole
idea of "Negro" art in America was "hokum."74 Others argued that
because the Negro's art stemmed from his peculiar nature and exper-
fences it was the key to interracial understanding.

The black artist was placed in an odd position. In the South he
was ignored, and when he came North, the South was unaware of any
Toss. In the North, the white intellectual often lent a hand but
then overvalued his output just because he was black. It was a
strange Alice-in-Wonderland society.75

Many of the participants were at a loss to explain the movement
as anything but a fad, as an "epidemic of Negroism," as author Rudolph
Fisher put it. Perhaps the white world had finally tuned in the
black wave length, he said, and was now responding to the same basic
human drives as the Negro had always been able to in his world.

Whites invaded Harlem but the only lasting effect was that some of

the famous old Negro cabarets -- the clubs where such entertainers
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ers gatned their early fame -~ began to cater to whites
jde Negroes. There could not be much depth in such mani-

of 1nterracia1 understanding.76
on Hughes also thought the movement hollow -~ but a ot of
it lasted. when it ended, when white folks found it hard
the depression pegan he said, they had no time or money for
:.“77 In one of his short stories he ridicules the idea that

\em of pProblems” would fall before the onslaught of art. A

challenges:

wand as for the cultured Negroes who were always
saying art would break down color lines, art coul
save the race and prevent 1ynchings! gunk:" .« . ¢

Jews: Every other artist in the world's 2 Jew,
and still folks hate them."78

aude McKay noted in his autobiography that the number of black

- who saw the Renaissance as a means of entry into white upper-

society was curprising to him. "1 don't think that it ever

ed to them that perhaps such white individuals were searching

social and artistic significance in Negro 2art they could not

in their own society « - ° 79 McKay questioned the ability of

enaissance artists who held such attitudes to jdentify with the

ary plack and the prutal realism of the ordinary Negro's world.

ncluded in his skepticism the originator of the phrase "Negro

jssance," Alain Locke.®0

But the major artists of the New Negro movement of the 1920s
Their criticisms of black 1ife

trayed plack life 2as they found it.

-

T
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aled the foibles of the black world to the white, breaking the

ate that they be hidden from the dominant society. Wallace

man's The Blacker the Berry . . :» to cite but one example,

21y highlights this.Bl The black Renaissance artist also opened

+shite eyes the ordinary Negro's attitudes and opinions of the

te world and the racism that was directed at him. If he too seemed

occupied with race, it was because the white man had made it the

we. Their 'racism' was not necessarily anti-white; but being black

eference less immediate, in

k wor]d.82

a white world made other frames of r

't white racism so much shaped the bounds of the blac

As a vehicle of interracial understanding, then, it seems that

» Awakening should have been suspect from the bcginning.83 To the

dinary Negro, who was the subject of much of the literary work the

a produced, the whole New Negro movement was a remote thing. The

lea that art would break down the walls of discrimination that

jrrounded him was an idea that he would not have understood.84

The ordinary black American was concerned with one facet of the

New Negro," however, for it brought up again a perennial problem:

hat should this special kind of American call himse1f? Much discus-

ed again in the 1960s, the problem of a "name to go by" took on

pecial significance during this period of a rising sense of people-

ood. “The term 'Negro'," notes historian Harold Cruse, "was always
:

ong the Nationalists and only recently among certain

in disrepute am

ther groups and individuals in the ranks of unaffiliated ‘revolution-

res.'"85 Underlying the objection to the name "Negro" was the

——————
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page of racial slavery. "Truly, you must now know that the word

o in America means something not racial or biological, but some-
purely social, something made in the United States," wrote

ard Wright in the 1950s. “The Negro could not take his eyes off
auction block , . . ."86

- It was an old controversy at the beginning of the twentieth

tury, then.87 Defenders of the white-assigned name usually had the
r part of the argument, however, over those who suggested such
bstitutes as: "Coloureds, Coloured People, Coloured Americans,

ople of Colour, Ethiopians, Racemen, Negro-Saxons, African Ameri-
ns, Africo-Anericans, Afro-Anericans, Aframericians," and Ethican,"
contraction of Ethiopian and Nncriggg.gg The wrangling was, of
ourse, complicated by the ambiguity of legal definition of just who
as a "Negro." How tangled was the issue is shown by a 1910 Louis-
jana Supreme Court decision that declared "while every Negro is a
person of color, not every person of color is a Negro, and that
persons of less than full African descent are not Negroes."89

The debate over a name to go by seems to have waned somewhat
during the second decade of the twentieth century, only to wax hot

again at the end of the Great War. A letter to the Chicago Defender

in 1924 typifies the argument then. "“The misnomer 'Negro,'" a

reader wrote, "has done us harm in more ways than one, and to it can

be attributed practically all of the injustices that have been heaped
upon us singly and as a race."90 But again the defenders of the name

had the better part of the argument. The jousting hardly contributed
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0 the battle for civil rights, said J. A. Rogers.91 An editorial in
f'ortunit suggested the subject be dropped, concluding with the
roverb, "Never disclose the source of mortification or of joy if you
fish the one to cease, the other to endure."92 In an open letter,
.E.B. DuBois, who had seen his campaign to capitalize Negro almost

0 victory by this time, charged that the name was really immaterial,
changing the name would do nothing toward changing the attitudes
toward its bearers.93 To some, in short, being black in Anerica
included even a hateful label, but the growing sense of peoplehood

helped to dilute the hurt it conveyed.

In sum, black America as a whole continued to assimilate a sense
peoplehood throughout the 'twenties. Given free rein to develop
at the bottom of the black caste, it possessed sufficient strength to
urvive even the disruptive features of the Great Depression. Already
assigned to the very bottom of the Anerican social and economic
ierarchies, the Negro was the hardest hit by the economic collapse
that saw so many hopes smashed. It pinched out the expectations that
ad been nurtured by the apparent betterment of the Negro's economic
ﬁosition in the "twenties. Because of his position of weakness, the
black Anerican was forced to mark time during the 'thirties. But
that the new racial consciousness attained survived the hard times --
that thinking in terms of blackness had become the usual mode of
addressing the reality of being black in white America -- is apparent

in the events of the early 'forties. The “"erruption from the bottom"







CHAPTER V

BLACK ON WHITE

Some of my best friends
are white boys.

When I meet 'em

I treat 'em

Just the same as if

They was people.*

The manner in which the Anerican Negro perceived his world and
the white world about him in the 1890-1930 period was dependent upon
a nunber of factors, but the primary interests that described an axis
across black life were those bound up in interracial relations. Class,
community, age, education, and individual experiences all modified the

press of Negro-white relations in everyday life, it is true, yet no

black was able to escape entirely its burden. ! This is not to say

| that many of the black American's everyday life experiences were not
in many ways the same as those of whites of generally the same circum-
stances. It was rare, however, that being black in white America did
not intrude into the course of day-to-day life. The color line was

an ever-present -- although not necessarily ever-conscious -- thing
for the black community. Even breaks in the color line reminded him
of his blackness and inferior position, as when it was announced in

mid 1915 that "The game of 'Hit the Nigger,' which has been popular

at summer amusement resorts, has been forbidden in New York by the
m
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tate legisIature."2 "1 seldom live through a whole day without being
inded that I am a Negro," wrote critic Nick Aaron Ford of his
periences. "I do not seek the reminder: it is thrust upon me. 1
reminded of it at filling stations, in stores, in hospitals, in
anks, in postoffices, in theaters, and even in churches. "3

Although white racism determined initial social position and
justified all manner of subsequent discriminations, being a black
Anerican became, as aptly expressed by one social psychologist, "less
of a racial identity than a necessity to adopt a subordinate social

role."d A consequence, as James Weldom Johnson wrote in his noted

Autobiography of An Ex-Coloured Man, was that the Negro was "forced to

take his outlook on all things, not from the view point of a citizen,
or a man, or even a hunan being, but from the view point of a coloured

llan."5

It was underscored in the preceding chapter that being black in
whife America was to be a special kind of American. Yet it cannot be
over-emphasized that black life was not barren and that the separate
comunity into which the Negro was thrust constituted a viable setting
'capable of providing sense and direction to black existence. There
was, to quote the distinguished novelist Ralph Ellison somewhat out of
context, "a complexity of circumstances which go to make up the Negro
experience."6 Lutie, the protagonist of Ann Petry's novel, The
Street:

never felt really human until she reached Harlem
and thus got away from the hostility in the eyes
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of the white women who stared at her on the down-
town streets and in the subway . . . .

These other [black] folks feel the same way,
she thought -- that once they are freed from the
contempt in the eyes of the downtown world, they
instantly become individuals. Up here they are
no longer creatures labeled simply "colored" and
therefore all alike.?

An appreciation of black attitudes toward the white world about
him rests, in short, upon the recognition of just how often whiteness
intruded upon black existence -- and upon the black's consciousness of
his own existence. W.E.B. DuBois wrote in his 1940 autobiography,
Dusk of Dawn, "I was by long education and continual compulsion, and
daily reminded, a colored man in a white world, and that world often
existed primarily, so far as I was concerned, to see, with sleepless
vigilance, that I was kept within bounds. "8

Most northern Negroes lived with this reality: most had their own
personal "Miss Cramp," a cutting caricature of white America created
by Rudolph Fisher. "Negroes to her,™ he wrote, “had been rather ugly
but serviceable fixtures, devices that happened to be alive, dull
instruments of drudgery, so observed, so accepted, so used, and so
forgotten . . . . Negroes she had always accepted with horses, mules,
and motors, and though they had brushed her shoulder, they had never
actually entered her head.“9 Wrote poet Countee Cullen:

She even thinks that up in heaven
Her class lies late and snores,
While poor black cherubs rise at seven
To do celestial chores.10
George the porter or Snowball the shoeshine boy knew they were

effectively invisible. The full impact of this social invisibleness
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-- of existing in the eyes of the majority as a problem rather than as
an indfvidual -- is difficult to convey. Lutie, in the above quota-
tion, felt the relief of becoming an individual again when she came
home to Harlem.l] Ralph Ellison explicitly explores this theme in his
noted first novel and captures the force with which this invisibleness
hammered at Negro life. “Like the bodiless heads you see sometimes
in circus sideshows, it is as though I have been surrounded by mirrors
of hard, distorting glass. When they approach me they see only my
surroundings, themselves, or figments of their imagination -- indeed,
everything and anything except me."12 To Richard Wright's Bigger
Thomas:

and his kind [,] white people were not really

people; they were a sort of great natural force,

like a stormy sky looming overhead, or like a deep

swirling river stretching suddenly at one's feet

in the dark. As long as he and his black folks

did not go beyond certain 1imits, there was no

need to fear that white force. But whether they

feared it or not, each and every day of their

lives they lived with it; even when words did not

sound its name, they acknowledged its reality. As

long as they lived here in this prescribed corner

of the city, they paid mute tribute to it.13

The northern white did not “see" the Negro even when he looked

Past the curtain of invisibleness. What he saw was a mask. The
"wearing of the mask" is perhaps one of the most unique and ubiquitous
facets in the life experiences of the black Anerican. He learned
early to hide his true feeling toward whites. It was a necessity,

W.E.B. DuBois wrote in 1920, when life is spent “looking for insults

or hiding from them -- shrinking (instinctively and despite desperate

i bolsterings of courage) from blows that are not always but ever; not
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day, but each weck, each month, each year."14 Rejected, threat-
» told in no uncertain termms they were not part of their own land,
Anericans lived apart, physically and consciously.]5
The better econonic means of the well-to-do urban Negro provided
1 @ measurable degree of isolation from rude white contact. He was
able to keep his children from suffering too harshly from con-
{t with the white world.16 This type of isolation was possible for
me in the newly-forming middle class as well, especially if their
ivelihood was taken entirely fran within the Negro community. But
r the respectables this manner of withdrawal was impossible. Their
ans of livelihood placed them in direct and continuous contact with
the white world. They made the best use of the “mask" (and they
ntinue to do so). "It is precisely those silent people whom white
ople see everyday of their lives . . . »" said James Baldwin
cently to a white audience, who "will tell you it's raining if that
1s what you want to hear, and they will tell you the sun is shining if
that is what you want to hear. They really hate you -- really hate
You because in their eyes (and they're right) you stand between them
and life,"17

Born out of slavery, the mask provided a measure of self defense.
In the words of an old Negro folksong:
Me and my captain don't agree
But he don't know, 'cause he don't ask me.
He don't know, he don't know my mind
When he sees me laughing,
Laughing to keep from crying.

Got one mind for white folks to see,
"Nother for what I know is me;




116

He don't know, he don't know my mind
when he sees me laughing,
Laughing just to keep from crying.18

The ever-present possibility of conflict made the mask a neces-

ary part of the Negro's relationship with the white. Said poet Paul
aurence Dunbar:

We wear the mask that grins and lies,

It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes, --

This debt we pay to human gquile;

With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,

And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Why should the world be overwise,

In counting all our tears and sighs?

Nay, let them only see us while

We wear the mask.

We smile, but, 0 great Christ, our cries

To thee from tortured souls arise.

We sing, but oh the clay is vile

Beneath our feet, and long the mile;

But let the world Sream otherwise,

We wear the mask!!
Few whites were able to penetrate the mask; in fact, few even in
more recent times have been aware of its existence. Cutting across
black class lines, the need to play a role in interracial contact was
a part of growing up black; a part of the strange experience of being
a problem (DuBois, 1897); a part of discovering the "weight of white
people in the world" (James Baldwin, 1955); a response to being "lost
in one big white fog," and discovering the "adversary is next door to
him, on the street, on the job, in the school" (Richard Wright, 1940,
1957).20 Black Americans, in other words, became accomplished actors
at an early age.21 One contemporary white commentator, reminiscing

of his discovery of the mask, wrote:
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These coons were -- theatrical! They adopted, in
their intercourse with me, with every white man,
the voice and gesture familiar to all mimes. They
were enacting, ineffably, very persuasively, a
self-imposed role. They were playing a part in

a comedy! . . . That is to say, I saw the Africano,
back of the smokescreen of his constitutional
guarantees, all wispy and valueless, facing an
elementary biological necessity -- the necessity of
adapting himself to a harsh and often lethal en-
vironment. 22

Not only did the Afro-American learn to hide his true feelings
about whites behind the mask, he also learned to shut the white out of
is life as a way of protecting his self and defeating the white
orld. In Phillip Kay's Taffy, the father of the boy whose name gave
the book its title, passes along the advice that must have been deliv-
ered by many parents in black Anerica to their children:

"You can't beat white folks that way. You can't

do 1t fighting . . . . You can't lose patience or

spend yourself just like you want to. You got to

learn not to feel, not to want, not to see what's

outside. That beats the white man. You got to

live in his world, but shut him out."23

Being black in a white society meant making an adjustment to that

society, then -- but not capitulating to it.2% There were "Uncle
Toms," in modern parlance, true enough, but as Thomas Pettigrew noted,
"so effective is this impassive facade [this mask], many white Ameri-
cans have long interpreted it as proof that Negroes are happy and
~ contented with their 101:."25 It is just this that makes the white
claim to "knowing the Negro" so ironic. Wrote one militant Negro
after the Chicago riot of 1919:
The white man of America knows just about as much

about the mental and moral calibre . . . of colored
citizens as he does about . . . the inhabitants of
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the thus far unexplored planet of Mars.26
The white, confident in his assumed superiority, never bothered
hide his feelings in the presence of Negroes. "The blacks haven't

n working with and for the white folks all these decades and

nturies for nothing," said satirist George Schuyler. "Practically
ery member of the Negro aristocracy of physicians, dentists, lawyers,
dertakers and insurance men has worked at one time or another for
ite folks as a domestic, and observed with cynical detachment their
rgies, obsessions and imbecilities, while contact with the white
roletariat has acquainted him thoroughly with their gross stupidity
nd often very evident inferiority."27 "My God! the things I've
seen'" cried one of Claude McKéy's characters. "Working with white
folks, so dickty and high-and-mighty, you think theyse nevah oncet
_naked and them feets nevah touch ground."28 William Faulkner
asserted:

“"No white man understood Negroes and never would

so long as the white man compelled the black to

be first a Negro and only then a man, since this,

the impenetrable dividing wall, was the black

man's only defense and protection for survival."29

Here, in the wearing of the mask, is some irrefutable evidence of

the isolation of the Negro from the larger society. The ordinary
Negro simply did not trust the white man; distrust, dislike, and
contempt for whites characterize his view of the world outside. Part
of the main axis of black life, these feelings cut across class lines

as well as region. Suspicion of whites and white motives was endemic.

Of his own early experiences, the highly articulate J. Saunders
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dding of Hampton Institute (presently at Cornell University), wrote,
landlady, though she had been born and had lived all her life in
England and though she thought that this was in itself some sort
victory or credit for a Negro -- my landlady was only less suspic-
of white people than she was of Negroes who consorted with

en.'3° Arnold Rose reported that "a leading Negro social scientist
itted in private conversation that he believed all Negroes hated
ites. Of course, there is considerable variation in this hatred
individual to individual. Most Negroes spend only a few minutes
n each day hating whites, and they may not hate every day.“3] A
aracter in Ann Petry's The Street, addressing a white, says, "'l
in't prejudice . . . . I just ain't got no use for white folks. 1
't want 'em any where near me. I don't even wanta have to look at
em. I put up with you because you don't ever stop to think whether
olks are white or black and you don't really care. That sort of
takes you out of the white folks class.'32

Perhaps all Negroes did not hate, or at least hate all the time
and with a blinding, crippling hatred.33 But that whites were the
object of a deep enmity that flowed widely through the black community
cannot be doubted. "How many times have I heard Negroes mutter, when
Witness to some misfortune befallen a white person, 'What the hell:
He's white, isn't he?'" noted Saunders Redding.34 "'So that's the

way white people feel,'" Langston Hughes's Harriett explodes in his
Not Without Laughter. ™'They wouldn't have a single one of us

around if they could help it . . . . You can pray for 'em if you
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want to, mama, but I hate ‘em! . . . I hate white folks!'"35 One of
Rudolph Fisher's characters avers, "I hate fays. Always has, always
will. Chief joy in life is making them uncomfortable,"36 Badly
beaten during the Chicago riot of 1919, the protagonist of Behold a
Cry, was in bed.
Son remembered how Ed opened one eye. It glittered
with hate.
"Look good!" he said.
Son turned his head away.
“Look good!" he camnanded. "Because I want you
to remember what you see. Think about this when
you hear all that fancy talk about white folks
and how much a friend they is!" . . .
“You too young to understand, I guess. But first
and last, remember you a nigger. Look at me and
see what it means. I'm your father, yes, but we
tied together in another way. MWe all niggers to-
gether! That's something special because it only
happens to us. Lots of times being niggers is
most important of all,"37
This medley could be extended. The distrust of -- and the
contempt for -- the white spread into almost every facet of black
existence. Writing of his teaching experiences, W.E.B. DuBois made
the point succinctly. When asked by his students if he trusted white
people, he answered yes, but, he wrote, "all the while you are lying
and every level, silent eye there knows you are lying, and you sit
and lie on, to the greater glory of God."38
The black American's life experiences quite simply gave him few
reasons to trust the white. Wherever he turned the correctness of
this one simple guide to 1life was brought home to him: 1in matters of
religion, in matters of simple justice, in matters of Just living from

one day to the next. For example, in the late nineteenth century
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Negro Catholics were to be barred from membership in Boston's cathe-
drals. Negroes were evidently to be excluded, remarked one Negro news-
paper, “on the grounds that both races cannot get the Virgin Mary's
attention at the same time, nor should both dip their hands into the
holy water during the same service."39 It might be noted that even
though Catholicism was gaining ground among Negroes, there were still
but five black priests in the country as late as 1911.40

After the turn of the century, the color line in Boston's church-
es rose ever higher as the Negro population of the city increased. So
high was it by the end of the first decade that a large donation by
a wealthy Negro was refused in one parish.4‘ In New York City the
white churches reacted similarly. St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
preferred that Negroes did not attend, perhaps, remarked the Colored

Anerican Magazine, because the pastor thought “"Christ was running his

missionary propaganda with a 'Jim Crow' attachment."42

When the population pressures, created by the northward migra-
.tion, caused same churches to become white islands in residential
areas turned black, the complaints of white congregations became
almost frenzied.%3 These displays of color phobia by white churches
served to heighten the Negro's sense of blackness. The migrant
brought strong denominational feelings northward with him, but these
fell to one side as he faced white racism.44

These everyday results of the white idea of brotherhood could be
avoided, though. The black city dweller had his own religious insti-

tutions into which he could retreat. But such was not the case when
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it came to simple legal justice. The Negro press provided its readers
with no end of coment in this area -- coments often served up with
sardonic exposition on white hypocrisy. Perhaps the judge believes
in separate heavens, commented the Broad Ax, after a Savannah member
of the bench had freed the white woman involved in a miscegenation
trial while sentencing the man to three years on the chain gang.%
In New York in 1910, George W. Griffin, a porter, was awarded a $2500
verdict by a jury after he had been falsely arrested for stealing
some valuable papers from a passenger. The verdict was set aside,
however, by a justice who ruled that a Negro could not "suffer the
same amount of shame as a result of false arrest as a white man."46
An especially bitter example of "equal justice" was provided black
Anerica in the war years when “work or fight" edicts were issued in
some places across the labor-short South. These edicts were inter-
preted as meaning that Negroes would work where, when, and for what
wages whites decided.?? Commenting on white law, Alva tells Emma
Lou, protagonist of novelist Wallace Thurman's The Blacker the
Berry . . . , "'The only thing the law bothers niggers about is for
stealing, murdering, or chasing white women, and as long as they don't
steal from or murder ofays, the law ain't none too particular about
bothering them, **48

The Negro press had as many examples of white law and justice as
administered by the police. In 1911 it was charged that the Detroit
police were trying to close Negro businessess that had white patron-

age. A few years later the Detroit police were said to be under
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orders to arrest any Negro man accompanied by a white woman. 49

Charges of police brutality were also comon. Deaths resulting
from police use of needless force in dealing with the Negro were
frequently reported. These facts of black life continually reminded
the Negro, as DuBois wrote at the turn of the century, that justice
in both the North and the South was marked “'For White People Only.'"
"The Negro," he continued, "is coming more and more to look upon law
and justice, not as protecting safeguards, but as sources of humilia-
tion and oppression.“50

Perhaps nothing hammered "blackness" into the ordinary Negro's
existence more than the day-to-day discriminations to which he was
subjected and against which he had to be continually on guard. These
also further revealed the white man to the Negro.SI In New York City
at this time it was impossible for a Negro to find anything to eat in
the downtown area.52 "Boots" Smith, a character in Ann Petry's novel
of the urban North, says to his white underworld boss:

- « « Yyou ain't never known what it's like to live
somewhere where you ain't wanted and every white
son-of-a-bitch that sees you goes out of his way

to let you know you ain't wanted. Christ, there
ain't even so much as a cheap stinking diner in this
town that I don't think twice before I walk into it
to buy a cup of lousy coffee, because any white
bastard in there will let me know one way or
another that niggers belong in Harlem."53

Refusals to serve Negroes in restaurants, to sell them theater
tickets or anything but gallery tickets, overcharging Negroes to dis-

courage patronage, and the continued introduction of discriminatory

bills into state legislatures, were all designed to keep the Negro in
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his "p]ace.“54 It was just such public demonstrations of the Negro's
inferior social position that made possible the larger wrongs against
him. In his autobiography, Claude McKay asserted, "Right here in New
York there are children of mixed parentage, who have actually hated
their white mother after they had grown up to understanding. When
they came up against the full force of the great white city on the
outside and went home to face a helpless white mother (a symbol of
that white prejudice) it was more than their Negroid souls could
stand."55

The petty tokens of his assigned position came to be offered to
the Negro in increasing proportions after the nation entered upon its
search for a new social order in the last years of the nineteenth
century. They increased further as the migration north altered the
relationship between the "old settlers" and the white comunities.
They tore the old black-white equilibrium apart and forced new pat-
terns of accomodation upon the Negro com-nunity.s6 But they also
insured the continued development of the sense of peoplehood that
would shortly pervade the black urban North.

The World War I era gave the Negro his most forceful lesson about
the white world since the 1890s when Jim Crow began his more vocifer-
ous visits to northern cities. During the war the Negro responded to
the government's needs in spite of the fact Mr. Crow was still an
active old bird. There was dissent. “The Huns of Alsace have never
threatened the Negro's life, liberty, and property like the Huns of

Alabama," said the militant Boston Guardian.57 The tired old joke
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about the Negro saying, "I hear you white folks is at war," may well
have got {ts start here.

Noting that black opinion was set in New York and Chicago, Negro
scholar Ira DeAugustine Reid later asserted that most Negro communi-
ties were not particularly enthusiastic about the war. "Not uncommon
was the expression, 'The Germans ain't done nothin' to me, and if
they have, I forgive 'em.'"58 Jake, protagonist of Claude McKay's
Home to Harlem, had enlisted, eager to fight, but he later deserted
and was "on the white man books." He explains to his girl Felice:

“I didn't run away because I was scared a them
Germans. But I beat it away from Brest because
they wouldn't give us a chance at them, but kept
us in that rainy, sloppy, Gawd-forsaken burg work-
ing like wops. They didn't seem to want us niggers
foh no soldiers . . . .

". . . You ain't telling me a thing daddy [answers
Felice] . . . . What right have niggers got to shoot

down a whole 1ot a Germans for? Is they worse than
any other nation a white people?"59

In his Colored Soldiers, a series of humorous vignettes in dialect

that exploits stereotypes for the purpose of propaganda, author
Willian MacIntyre has one character declare:

I didn't perzactly know what de war wuz 'bout
but de preacher say some white folks frum 'cross
de ocean wuz tryin' ter take dis here country from
our white folks. He say dese white folks us got
gibes us trouble enough, Lord knows, but ef a
bran' new crowd, what don't understand us at all,
gits a hold ter us he jes' don't know what dey
poor cullud folks gwine ter do . . . . So all us
cullud boys, dat is, dem what wuz enybody, 'lowed
dat dis is sho de time fer ter back up de white
folks.60

There is a sentiment here that must be acknowledged. Many Afro-

Americans of the lower strata looked at the white folks' war and
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rhetoric about "democracy" with a rather jaundiced eye born of past
treatment. The sharp-tongued George Schuyler said as much a decade
after the war:

Is it generally know that large numbers of
Negroes, though they openly whooped it up for
Uncle Sam, would have shed no tears in 1917-18
if the amies of the Kaiser had by some miracle
suddenly swooped down upon such fair cities as
Memphis, Tenn., Waycross, Ga., or Meridian,
Miss.? The Negro upper class, in press and pul-
pit, roared and sweated to keep the dinges in
line by telling them how much the white folks
would do to improve their status after the war if
they would only be loyal, but the more enlightened
Ethiops were frankly skeptical, a skepticism jus-
tified later on. On several occasions during
that struggle for democracy I sounded out indi-
vidual Sambos here and there, and was somewhat
surprised to find many of them holding the view
that it made no difference to them who won the
war since the Germans could hardly treat them any
worse than the Nordics of the U.S.A., and might
treat them a lot better. Any number of intelli-
gent Negroes expressed the opinion under their
breath that a good beating would be an excellent
thing for the soul of Anerica.6l

Even with such underlying sentiment, the black community permit-
ted its hopes to be swept upward. The future would hold better things
for all after Germany had been vanquished: the Negro's burden of
discrimination would be lightened by his contributions. In a conflict
to make the world safe for democracy he would hardly fail to reap
significant rewards. Moreover, the crisis would permit the black
man an opportunity to prove his worth to white skeptics. "Let us,
while this war lasts, forget our special grievances and close our

ranks shoulder to shoulder with our white fellow citizens and the

allied nations that are fighting for decmoracy," said W.E.B. Dubois
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in an often-quoted editorial in The Crisis. "We make no ordinary
sacrifice, but we make it gladly and willingly with our eyes lifted to
the hil1s."62

Nearly 400,000 Negroes saw military service, about half serving
overseas. Mostly restricted to labor units by traditional prejudices,
black Anericans found that these prejudices endured even in the face
of creditable service when assigned to combat units. Certainly
discrimination did not abate.63 During the peace making period after
the war some blacks agreed to be patient: "We know that public
sentiment is not remolded overnight," allowed one influential Negro
newspaper.64 But if it was hard to be patient, it soon became impos-

sible to be patient:

The President is abroad . . . securing equality for

all. Yet in the homeland he thinks it no shame

to come into close affiliation with elements

whose chief political prepossession is that

democracy shall cease functioning when it approaches

the cabin of the man of color.65

The nation's gratitude, like everything, was labelled "white,"

said the New York Age a few weeks later.66  "One by one," wrote James
Weldon Johnson in mid 1919, "the idealistic war dreams are vanishing;
and as they vanish, the solid outlines of the old, prewar conditions

loom up clearer and nearer."87 New York's Challenge Magazine stated

flatly:

We are ignored by the President and law-makers.
When we ask for a full man's share they cry “in-
solent." When we shoot down the mobist that would
burn our properties and destroy our lives, they
shout "Bolshevist." When a white man comes to
our side armed with the sword of righteousness
and square dealing, they howl “Nigger-lover and

= - ot e T——
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bastard." If we take our grievances to Congress
they are pigeon-holed, turned over to moth. We
are abandoned, cast off, maligned, shackled,
shoved down the hills towards Golgotha in “"The
Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave."68

The extent of the disappointed hopes is a measure of the conver-
gence of expectancies that had been tied to victory in the Great War.
In spite of his suspicions of the white, the Negro allowed himself to
be swept along, perhaps because of the way wartime labor shortages had
rapidly improved his relative economic position.69 Yet his hopes
vanished when racial violence swept across the country in the Red

Summer of 1919.

The Negro's world was a dangerous place in the last decades of
the nineteenth century and only marginally less so throughout the
first three decades of the twentieth century. "Violent" can serve as
a one-word description of interracial relations during the whole
period. "'What's goin' to happen to th' naygur?'" Finley Peter
Dunne's Mr. Hennessy asked of Mr. Dooley soon after the turn of the
century:

"Well," said Mr. Dooley, "he'll ayther have to
go to th' north an' be a subjict race, or stay in
th' south an' be an objick lesson. 'Tis a har-rd
time he'11 have annyhow. I'm not sure that I'd
not as Tlave be gently lynched in Mississippi as
baten to death in New York . . . .

"I'm not so much throubled about th' naygur
whin he lives among his oppressors as I am whin
he falls into th' hands iv his liberators. Whin
he's in th' south he can make up his mind to be
lynched soon or late an' give his attintion to
his other pleasures . . . , an' wurrukin' f'r th' man
that used to own him an' now on'y owes him his wages.
But "tis th' divvle's own hardship f'ir a coon to

e s
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to step out iv th' rooms iv th' S'ciety f'r th'
Brotherhood iv Ma-an . . . an' be pursooed by a mob
iv abolitionists till he's dhriven to seek polis
protection, which, Hinnissy, is th' polite name f'r
fracture iv th' skul1."70
Much of the responsibility for this state of affairs and the
continued hateful white racial attitudes lay with white newspapers,
the Negro press frequently asserted. They engaged in the "manufacture
of prejudice," The Crisis charged.7] One black newspaper, the Chicago
Broad Ax, said at the turn of the century that white newspapers
handled news involving the Negro's shortcomings so badly that “to
accuse a black man of any kind of crime now is to notify the under-
taker for a coffin."72 With the average number of lynchings per year
during the 1890s approaching 200, the charge was well placed. Even
in the 1920s, when the number of lynchings had fallen by half, the
average was still one a week. 73
The violence took all forms, to be sure, but worst of all was the
savagery of lynching. "Savage" is actually too weak an adjective to
describe many of the open acts of murder.
“In the presense of nearly 2,000 people, who
sent aloft yells of defiance and shouts of joy,
Sam Hose (a Negro who committed two of the basest
acts known to crime) was burned at the stake in
a public road, one and a half miles from here.
Before the torch was applied to the pyre, the
Negro was deprived of his ears, fingers and other
portions of his body with surprising fortitude.
Before the body was cool, it was cut to pieces,
the bones were crushed into small bits and even

the tree upon which the wretch met his fate was
torn up and disposed of an souvenirs."74

This particular incident took place in the South and was not

| unique. In the North, the supposed killing of a constable in Coates-
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ville, Pennsylvania, led Zach Walker to be burned alive on his hos-
pital bed. Pennsylvania's governor was only moved to remark that
mistakes happen even in such orderly places as Coatesville. Such
attitudes, the New York Age warned, meant that the white north was
"Sowing the Wind." "Another lynching in Pennsylvania would wreck the
State." Despite such protests no one was indicted for the crime.’5
The Chicago Broad Ax wryly observed that, since the "practice of

lynching has found its way into many Northern states, the country
seems to take it as an American institution to be cherished and
defended like other institutions."’6 "Two Italians were lynched in
Florida," noted the first issue of The Crisis in 1910. “The Italian
Government protested, but it was found that they were naturalized
Americans. The inalienable right of every free American citizen to
be lynched without tiresome investigation and penalties is one which
the families of the lately deceased doubtless deeply appreciate."77
It was The Crisis that also noted that lynching had led to a new art
form. Pictures of victims, often with the mob displaying the body as
a trophy, were making their appearance on postcards.’® A poem in The
Crisis caught the macabre horrors of lynching:
I met a 1ittle blue-eyed girl --

She said she was five years old;
"Your locket is very pretty, dear;

And pray what may it hold?"
And then -- my heart grew chill and sick --

The gay child did not flinch --
“I found it -- the tooth of a colored man --

My father helped to lynch."

"And what had he done, my fair-haired
child?"
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(Life and Death play a fearful game!)
"Oh, he did nothing -- they made a mistake --
But they had their fun, just the same!"79

The Negro press kept the existence of this universal threat to
the black man continually before their readers, especially after the
turn of the century and in the wake of the mob outbreaks that now
seemed to periodically rock northern cities. MNew York City, 1900,
Springfield, Ohio, 1904 and 1906, Springfield, Illinois, 1908, each
wWas a personal lesson to the Negro -- a réninder of his individual
weakness and position of inferiority. They reminded him of his
blackness. As reflected in the Negro press and periodicals the
certainty that the "crime of color" was behind interracial violence
was everywhere accepted. The unashamed attitudes of the white
residents of Springfield, I1linois, plainly indicated as much. "'Why,
the niggers came to think they were as good as we are!' was the final
Justification offered [for the riot], not once, but a dozen times,"
wrote William English Walling in an article credited with bringing the
NAACP into existence. The North seemed to be moving toward race
war'fare.80

Each act of violence by white against black seemed to threaten
every black man everywhere. Sex, class, or economic success made no
difference: it was self-deception to think that distinctions in
individual industriousness and sobriety were of any consequence to a
mob. Each attack was directed not at just John Brown, Negro American,
central figure of white lawlessness at the moment, but at the "Negro-

ness" of all John Browns. Says a character in Rudolph Fisher's Walls
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of Jericho, "'Fays don' see no difference 'tween dicty shines [those
blacks who measured their success by their ability to imitate whi te
middle class ways] and any other kind o' shines. One Jig in danger
is ev'y jig in danger. They'd lick them and come down on 53.'“8]
What better lesson was there of the pervasive universal nature of the
threat than the attack on the person of Booker T. Washington in New
York City.82

In just two months, the New York Age noted in mid 1909, nearly
every state had been hit by lynchings for all manner of alledged
offenses. 83 There followed, however, a relative respite from violence,
although it did not last Tong. Nineteen fifteen saw a surge of lynch-
ings, and more than twice as many black Americans fell victim to mobs
in 1919 as had in 1917.84 And the temporary respite had not changed
white attitudes toward racial violence. "The burning was under the
supervision of the [E1Tisville, Mississippi] city authorities, who
characterized it as ‘orderly,'" reported the Chicago Defender of a
lynching in mid 1919,85

Increasing migration to labor-short industrial centers contri-
buted to the again aroused racial tensions, especially when industrial
managers sought to employ Negroes as strikebreakers. As an economic
threat the Negro worker was suddenly no longer "invisible." Migra-
tion "'Has reached the point where drastic action must be taken . . .
to get rid of a certain portion of those who are already here,'" said
an East St. Louis white labor leader in early 1917. Racial violence

bathed the city in July of that year.86 A further example is found
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in the disorders that washed across the meat packing industry as
attempts were made to unfonize it. The resulting turmmoil provided a
backdrop to the bloody Chicago riot of 1919.87

Eighteen major interracial conflicts occurred from 1915 to 1919,
‘|ccording to sociologist Allen Grimshaw's count, a fair portion of
then in northern urban centers.®8 The San Juan Hi1l1 riot in May, 1917,
when New York police went on the rampage according to the New York Age,
ki11ing one and wounding two others, was just a preliminary to the
1917 wave of riots.8? There were Chester and Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, and later, Houston, Texas, with its high death toll. Then in
July, 1917, came East St. Louis with at least 48 dead.

Each such instance demonstrated to the individual Negro the need
~ to nurture the protective facade that isolated him from the white
world. But now the collective facade that masked the community as a
whole seemed to slip more often. The Chicago riot of July, 1919,
showed the measure of vehemence possible when both the white commun-
ity's awareness of the Negro was awakened and black anger spilled
over. At least 38 persons died, 23 of them Negroes.90 Claude McKay's
often quoted poem, "If We Must Die," captured the now common sentiment
~ of the ordinary black in the cities.

If we must die, let it not be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,

While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,

Making their mock of our accursed lot.

If we must die, O let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed

in vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

0 kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
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And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!

What though before us lies the open grave?

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!9]

Certainly the Chicago riot was not the first in which Negroes
fered resistance to white mobs.92 New York Negroes, it was found,

d armed themselves quite precipitantly after the August riot of

.93 The number of whites killed in Houston and East St. Louis
1917 provides a stern measure of black resistance. But the Wash-
ngton, D.C., riot of 1919, the press noted, was “the first time on
considerable scale, the negroes met 'mobs with mobs,' and inflict-
: at least as many casualties as were inflicted on them."94 The old-

¥

le Negro was gone asserted the Chicago Defender. This was a new

eneration of black men . . . , not content to move along the line
f least resistance as did their sires."

On all sides we have been made to feel the humil-

iating pressure of the white man's prejudice.

In Washington it was a case of “teaching us our

place." In Chicago it was a case of limiting our

sphere of metes and bounds that had neither the

sanction of law or sound common sense. In both

cases we resent the assumption. Hence the race

riots.95
In sun, the war had completed the destruction of the old status
Quo. The Negro had worked in the factory and ridden in the front of
the street car; had received good wages, made inroads into formerly
closed occupations and skills, and spent his pay on "white-style"
entertainments; had been drafted and had seen Paris. That the war
had produced a "new Negro' seems to have been the general consensus of

the times -- even in the case of the racists who screamed that it was
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bound to happen with so many "French-women-ruined niggers" around.96
Certainly the individual Afro-American continued to use his defensive
mask in personal interracial relations, but the community as a whole
emerged from behind its protective cloak of passiveness.

In overview, the violence concentrated in this short span of
years might best be seen as a period of social turbulence growing out
of the need for accomodative adjustment. The search for order in the
white cammunity and the resolution of the black community, especially
in the northern cities, into a viable if distorted image of white
society, made it imperative that a new balance be struck. But white
society was not willing to acknowledge the need and reacted accord-
ingly. As Allen Grimshaw has suggested, the violence was "determined
more by the reaction of the daminant white community to attacks on
the accommodative patterns by Negroes than by any conscious deter-
mination of policy by the white group."97 There were, obviously,
nunerous areas in which adjustments had to be made: housing, employ-
ment, public recreation and transportation, political power and
authority, education -- literally all areas where inequality was the
Negro's lot.

Most of the adjustments that did come about between the black
and white comunities were made through sullen give and take. Garvey-
ism, the continued resolution of the new black social structure, the
burgeoning growth of black "cities" within the larger communities, all
worked to relieve some of the tensions within the black community.

But there was, certainly, no concerted effort on the part of white




136

America to relieve the strained conditions: even in Chicago there was
no dearth of events that could have triggered another conflict.98 The
remainder of 1919 and 1920 provided ample provocation for the Chicago
Defender's assertion that:

So common has become lynching of a black man or

woman, the fiends, for diversion, occasionally in-

flict the same torture on one of their own. But

when a white man is the victim the whole world is

shocked and from the pulpit, press, and platform,

condemnations are heaped upon the savages . . .

The life of a black man has been held so cheap 1t

has brought the price of a white man's life far

below par, and still dropping.%4
Still, the marked decrease in the number of racial conflicts in the
cities and the decreasing number of lynchings over the next decade
can be taken as indications that some manner of accomodation did
follow these violent years.mO

Of course, as America entered the 1920s, racial violence remained

the black American's most vivid reminder of his blackness. An hyster-
ical white woman could still place a black man's life in jeopardy,
James Weldon Johnson protested in 1926.191  The resurrection of the
Klan contributed to the continuing violence as well. "Hooded Band
Attacks Man's Home," read the headlines. "Farmer Forced to Hide in
Woods As Terrorists Rule."102 The scene was western Pennsylvania, not
Mississippi. White America was, in short, at least as preoccupied
with race in the 'twenties as it had been before the Great War, or so
it seemed to many from its public responses to the need for accommo-

dation of the "Problem of Problems." Bolshevism, even the Kaiser's

Germany, was not much of a threat when compared to that of the dark-
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skinned races, proclaimed Anerica's most formidable racist of the
period, Lathrop Stoddard. 103 Langston Hughes's Mr. Simple seems
almost to be speaking to the Stoddard's of the 1920s and later when
he remarks, "'I love Harlem.'"

"What is it you love about Harlem?"

"It's so full of Negroes," said Simple. "I

feel like I got protection."”
"From what?"
“From white folks," said Simple.104
Had white America been listening over these decades it would have
heard the voices of innumerable Mr. Simples expressing their opinions
of white Anerica -- expressing their opinions and laughing. But
white America was not really listening. It chose to interpret the
generous measure of humor in black life as a racial trait. As W.E.B.
DuBois put it, "that we do submit to life as it is and yet laugh and
dance and dream is but another proof that we are idiots."105
Humor provided ordinary black Americans with a means to soften

the hurt involved in their everyday dealings with the white world as
well as providing a means of openly criticizing and attacking it.
Many of the items cited above, especially the newspaper items, empha-
size this most prominent mode of response when dealing with the white
world. There is a thread of a sardonic humor to be found weaving
through editorials on black-white relations, James Weldon Johnson
noted around the turn of the centur_y.106 Humor kept things in
perspective: as an old Negro observation had it, “when your head is

in the lion's mouth you have to pat it a little."107

There exists a scholarly and popular consensus that humor was
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adopted early by the Negro in Anerica as an outlet to drain off some
of the frustration stemming from his assigned role. Without the out-
let the frustrations could have otherwise boiled over and jeopardized
the individual and the group. "Putting it on" for the white man,
skillful deceptions that provided a measure of self-protection for
the individual, was born of slavery. For the group, the resulting
humor provided a means of openly criticizing black-white re]ations.lo8
"That's how Negro Anerica lived for three hundred years," anthologist
Philip Sterling maintains, "and that's what a good deal of its humor
has been about."179
Many of the most perceptive comments on the white are the pro-

duct of the period of slavery that maintained their applicability.
"God made de world and de white folks made work," is one of the folk
expressions that retained its cutting edge. Another, concerning the
origins of the races, ended with the observation, ". . . and de white
man been sittin' up figgerin', ought's a ought, figger's a figger; all
for de white man, none for de nigger."”0 The same kind of observa-
tions are found in "secular" spirituals.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

White man owe me' leven, and pay me seven,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,' m

And if I hadn't tuck that, I wouldn't a got none.

It has been noted of minority groups in general that "sarcasm,

humor or parody of a prejudice's absurdity, primarily function to

3
~ Preserve the ego identity of minority group members . . . ." As a

matter of mental health, humor serves, "through sublimating the anger,

anxiety, shock and emotional disgust . . . ," to permit the expression
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of protest against the dominant group.”2 "In part," DuBois held, the
Negro's humor "is a defense mechanism; reaction from tragedy; opposi-
tions set out in the face of the hurt and insult. In part it supplies
those inner pleasures and gratifications which are denied in broad
outline to a caste-ridden and restricted ps:op]e."]13 As an example:
“'It says in the white folks' newspaper that our women are trying to
ruin the white folks' homes -- by quitting their jobs as maids.'"114
The accomodative and conflict functions of humor have, in short,
served the Afro-American well throughout the years..”5 “'You've got
to kid white folks along,'" says a Langston Hughes character. "'When
you're depending on 'em for a living, make 'em think you like it.‘"116
Certainly the use of sardonic hunor in newspapers noted above
scarcely hid the fact that distrust of the white was common, and
hardly at all masked the Negro's contempt for the white and hatred for
his prejudices. Many of the expressions of this contempt depended
upon stereotypes and turned them back upon the white. Several rather
recent, though applicable, stories may serve as an example.
A liberal-minded rabbi and a last-ditch segrega-
tionist were debating The Issue. They finally
got to the point where the Segregationist always
confronts the Integrationist with the Unanswer-
able Argument.
“After all, Rabbi," he asked, "would you want
your daughter to marry a Negro?"
“Certainly not!" was the reply.
“But why not?" the rabbi's adversary taunted.
"Aren't you being terribly inconsistent?"

“Who's inconsistent?" shrugged the rabbi,
"A goy is a goy, that's aln" 17

In an Eastern college city a torrid romance be-
tween a light-skinned colored boy and white girl
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was interrupted by the draft. A year later he was
back on furlough; to his surprise she had become
a mother.

"Why didn't you write me you were married?"

“I'm not, and this is your child."

“Why didn't you tell me' I would have came hame
and married you."

"I know, but I talked it over with my family
and they decided they'd rather have an illegiti-
mate child in the family than a nigger.“118

Utter hatred was not unusual in Negro humor relating to whites,
nor was it necessarily camouflaged. Fullinwider quotes the following
story, crediting it to theologian Howard Thurman.

An almost destitute Negro was one day walking in
Chicago's loop when he spotted a white beggar in

a pitiful state. The beggar had lost both legs
and an amm. One eye was blind and opaque. The
Negro gave the beggar four quarters, telling him
that it was all the money he had in the world.

The beggar asked why someone would give his last
cent and received this answer: "You are the first
white man I have ever seen that is cut up the way
a white man deserves to be cut up that the least

I can do to show my thanks, is to give you my last
dollar."119

Other jokes reflected the separation between the black and white
worlds and the impact of the white world upon the black. Arnold Rose
cites one example of this kind of race humor.

The [Negro college] president was descending the
train steps at Atlanta when he heard a scream
behind him. A white woman had caught her heel and
was falling down the steps. The Negro raised his
arms to catch her, then quickly dropped them to
his sides and let her fal1.120

The white was hard pressed to understand such hunor because the
situation was unfamiliar, although as Rose noted, this humor also

depended heavily upon stereotypes. Such comments on white prejudice

actually contain a minimum of exaggeration of the truth. A story of
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equal justice" sumarized by Sterling Brown illustrates this: “A
Negro gets off free in traffic court by telling the judge that he saw
whites drive on the green light so he knew the red light was for
him."121 1t is thus rather ironic that the white who "knew" the Negro
so well took white jokes in blackface as being representative of Negro
humor. The humor that cane out of World War I provides an excellent
example here.]22

Black laughter thus reveals much in the way of the Negro's atti-

‘tudes toward the white world. "We of the vanguard often looked with
despair at these very characteristics of the masses," James ye]don
Johnson adnitted. But, he noted, the vanguard was prone to under-
estimate them, for “no account [was taken] of the techniques for sur-
vival that the masses have evolved through the experience of genera-

tions."123

It made little difference which way the ordinary Negro turned,
then, for he ran into the effects of white racism in every direction.
Black Americans were being short changed, they knew it, and the know-
ledge is visible in the manner in which they viewed the white world.
They knew, as the New York Age observed in 1919, that "the difference
between white and black in this country is that the white man is
compelled to struggle only against conditions that are within his
possibility to change."124

The axis of Negro-white relations impinged upon black experience

in almost its every facet. Black Anericans were victims of
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"Ezekielism," a delightfully simple and cogent revelation of white
Anerica's racist mannerisms presented by reformer Mary Ovington in her
Half a Man. Ezekiel Jordan, a little black boy, is made the repre-
sentative of the entire race.

Ezekiel was too young to understand his position,

but the white world about him never forgot it.

When he arrived late to school, he was a dilatory

representative; when, obliging little soul, he

promised three people to weed their gardens all

the same afternoon, he was a prevaricating repre-

sentative. He never happened to steal ice-cream

from the hoky-poky man or to play hookey, but if

he had, he would have been a thieving and lazy

representative . . . . Ezekiel's position is that

of each Negro child and man and woman in the United

States today.125

The burden of caste was especially heavy for the woman: not only

was she not secure from any unwanted advances by the white man, she
was scorned by her white sister. "'l cannot conceive of such a
Creation as a virtuous black woman,'" an article in a national per-
fodical asserted early in the century.126 Their social position,
like the man's, was such that they were continually reminded of their
assigned role, and could really find escape only within the black
community. But even there the force of the white world was felt,
and behind "the mask" that they offered to the white world, distrust
and contempt for whiteness was a common binding adhesive. "The
attitude of the Northern white folks," said George Schuyler in the
late 1920s, ". . . puzzles and incenses him. Very often he feels
that they are more dangerous to him than the Southerners. Here are

folks who yawp continuously about liberty, justice, equality and

democracy, . . . but toward the Negro in their midst they are quite
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as cruel as the Southern crackers."127

From the 1890s, these attitudes continued to force the Negro
toward higher and higher levels of racial consciousness. The dis-
appointment of the World War I expectations completed the process and ‘
ordinary black Anerica entered the 1920s with a sense of peoplehood

that matched its distrust of white society. By the time the Depres-

sfon burst upon the nation, modern black America had come into being.
That there were exceptions to the views of the white world
presented here is obvious. There were, to be sure, many instances of
affection, of trust, of mutual respect. Many of the mainstream
cultural values were also those of the black subculture. But in the
make-up of the "characteristic spirit" of the black cammunity, the

variations on the theme counted for little.




CHAPTER VI

BLACK ON BLACK I

Hello, Central, What's the matter with this line?
I want to talk to that high Brown of mine . . . .*

As the nation neared the turn of the century, ambiguity and
inconsistency were everywhere to be found in the Negro's everyday Tlife.
On the one hand he had come to be Jjudged from without by the standards
of the white comunity -- or rather, by standards that reflected what
the white conmunity thought itself to be. On the other hand he was
set apart from that society as an inferior being and deemed by the
majority incapable of ever measuring up to white standards.! Though
many of the mainstream cultural values were those of the black sub-
culture, many -- perhaps even most of those that were involved in
everyday life -- were also the offspring of white racism and the
color line. Limited job opportunities, restricted educational oppor-
tunities, poor and crowded housing, and all other manner of discrim-
inations worked to shape the black world and its attitudes about
itself. Even as late as the 1950s and 1960s Saunders Redding found
that the force with which whiteness operates upon blackness could
only be described as "daeomonic." He refuses to believe that any
black can escape the force even now. "One's heart is sickened at

the realization," he asserts, "of the primal energy that goes unde-
144
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flected and unrefined into the sheer business of 1iving as a Negro in
the United States -- in any one of the United States. Negroness is a
kind of superconsciousness that directs thinking, that dictates action,
that perverts the expression of instinctual drives which are salutary
and hunanitarian."?

In a very measureable way a sense of frustration, of futility,
was built into black America existence by the impact of whiteness on
blackness. It was part of being black -- and the reality of "being
black" is a force that must be recognized to appreciate the meaning
of being a "special kind of American." Of it, DuBois wrote:

It is a peculiar sensation, . . . the sense of Took-
ing at one's self through the eyes of others, of
measuring one's soul by the tape of a world that
looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever
feels his two-ness, -- an American, a Negro; two
souls, two thoughts; two warring ideals in one

dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it

from being torn assunder.

"From adolescence to death there is something very personal about
being a Negro in America," Saunders Redding writes in the same vein.
“ "It is like having a second ego which is as much the conscious sub-
Ject of all experience as the natural self."4 In an autobiographical
sketch, Richard Wright allowed that, "While working as a porter in
Memphis I had often stood aghast as a friend of mine offered himself
to be kicked by the white men; but now, while working in Chicago, I
was learning that perhaps even a kick was better than uncertainty . .
. . I could now sympathize with -- though I could never bring myself

to approve -- those tortured blacks who had given up and had gone to

their white tormentors and had said: 'Kick me, if that's all there is
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for me; kick me and let me feel at home, let me have peace!'"S "'I am
telling you,'" says Hughes's Mr. Simple, "'we has so many problems,
1ife 1s 1iable to ki1l us before death does.'"® The black poet Fenton
Johnson wrote:
Throw the children into the river; civilization
has given us too many. It is better to die than
grow up and find out that you are colored.
Pluck the stars out of the heavens. The stars
mark our destiny. The stars mgrk my destiny.
1 am tired of civilization.

Yet for all of the shaping force the white community exerted on
the black, and for all of the frustrations it introduced from day to
day, day in, day out, the ordinary Negro's life in the northern
cities was not itself something grotesque. Within his community,
limited though it was, he functioned quite freely. Same adjusted so
well to the manifestations of white racism that the white world itself
was an existence to be ignored when possible. And when the white
world could not be disregarded, it became a fact of life to be
suffered, not necessarily in silence. "Identified as a Negro,"
journalist and historian Lerone Bennett, Jr. maintains, "treated as
Negro, provided with Negro interests, forced whether he wills or not,
to live in Negro communities, to think, love, buy and breathe as a
Negro, the Negro comes in time to see himself as a Negro, . . . he
comes, in time, to invent himself."8

Black Americans built their communities, as Charles S. Johnson
noted, "around the idea of adjustment to being a Negro," an idea that

rejected "escape into the white world."9 That is to say, race

consciousness was nurtured by white racism, and it in turn insured
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that the Negro community would evolve an ethos well able to protect

its ordinary resident.

"Adjus tment to being a Negro," as C. S. Johnson put it, involved
more than assuming a role dictated by the dominant white society. The
Negro could, Johnson said, criticize the race and could even dislike
Negroes -- as long as he remembered that he was himself a Negro.]o On
the surface, this rule of "adjustment to being a Negro" seems rather
paradoxical, but it is indicative of two primary and interrelated
facets of Negro life: the force with which the values of the white
society shaped those of the black; and secondly, the force with which
racial self-hatred could impinge and hammer at everyday life. Both of
these facets were especially manifest in the existence of a rather
ubiquitous concern with color within the Negro community. In all of
its various aspects this concern with color amounted to a "color
complex" that tore at intra-racial harmony and kept such institutions
as were developing continually off balance. It even maintained a good
deal of its force in the face of the ever increasing sense of people-
hood during the period.

One of the most striking facets of the color complex was the

color caste that forever got in the way of racial solidarity. This

color caste demonstrates most forcefully that "the only factor common
to all Negroes is color, as one student of the phenomenon expressed
it.1 It was almost inevitable, of course, that color would enter the

black ethos when it had so prominent a place in the larger society.
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to all Negroes is color, as one student of the phenomenon expressed
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black ethos when it had so prominent a place in the larger society.
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For example, the "tragic mulatto" had become a common character in
white Anerican fiction, as had other stock characterizations that
Iperpetuated old st:ercotypes.”2 He had also found his way into Negro
literature. While giving a lecture, a minister in Pauline Hopkins's

Contending Forces abruptly “touched upon the Negro, and with impres-

sive gesture and lowered voice thanked God that the mulatto race was
dying out, because it was a mongrel mixture which combined the worst
elements of two races."13

But the mulatto and color was everyday afforded more continuous
and special attention than this. The mulatto was at the root of

America's race problem. He, in the eyes of whites, caused the

tractable black to be discontented. Control this product of miscege-

14

nation and the race problem would be easily solved. Some blacks

: agreed, for the color mania led many in the community to place a high

value on lightness of skin color. "“The pride of the Negro is in the
color of the white, and is a confession of inferiority as to himself
and of superiority as to the white man," said one Negro critic.1® "It
s well know," the vitriolic William Hannibal Thomas wrote in 1901,
"that the black man is morbidly sensitive regarding his color."

That negroes [he continued] have a conscious

sense of degradation which they falsely attribute

to their color, is shown by their eagerness to

get as far as possible away from black shades.

It is this craving for a 1ight color and better

hair for their offspring, which is responsible

for many of the illegitimate children of negro

motherhood.16

Thomas was given to overstatement, but here at least he well

caught what lightness of skin color meant to many Negroes. The Negro's
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"looking-glass self," in other words, was being shaped by what others
said he was. His “ego structure is [sti11] largely a reflection of
the actual and legal status he enjoys," a close commentator recently
observcd.]7 A character in Wallace Thurman's color-critical novel,

The Blacker the Berry . . . , says: "We are all living in a totally

white world, where all standards are the standards of the white man,
and where almost invariably what the white man does is right, and
what the black man does is wrong, unless it is precedented by same-
thing a white man has done."18

As in other aspects of black life, South and North, rural and
urban attitudes were different. Sociologist Charles S. Johnson, for
instance, in an early study of rural Black Belt life in Alabama,
found that "black" was equated with good, solid repsectability.]g In
the urban setting, however, light skin color was of singular social
value at the end of the nineteenth century and was closely related to
social class and position.zn Carter, in a Harper's story, was seven-
eighths white and longed to be "white," but he knew he was a Negro.
He confessed his tainted blood to a white girl, and when she was unim-
pressed, declared, "'I can't have anything to do with a woman who'd
marry a nigger.'"ZI

The existence of self-hatred stemming from the tendency of a
dispossessed group to assimilate the values of the dominant group was
first introduced into the social science field by the noted social
psychologist Kurt Lewin, according to one authorit_y.22 But Negro

America knew it for what it was all along. t was the other side of
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the we-group, the racial pride, coin.23 “For now nearly twenty
years," W.E.B. DuBois wrote in 1914, "we have made ourselves mudsills
for the feet of this Western world:

We have echoed and applauded every shameful accu-

sation made against 10,000,000 victims of slavery.

Did they call us inferior half-beasts? We nodded

our simple heads and whispered: "We is." Did

they call our women prostitutes and our children

bastards? We smiled and cast a stone at the

bruised breast of our wives and daughters. Did

they accuse of laziness 4,000,000 sweating,

struggling laborers, half paid and cheated out

of much of that? We shrieked: "Ain't it so?" We

laughed with them at our color, we joked at our

sad past and we told chicken stories to get alms. 24

Black self-hatred clearly resulted from the huniliation heaped

upon all blacks by whites. "My father hated Negroes," Langston Hughes
said. "I think he hated himself, too, for being a Negro. He disliked
all of his family because they were Negroes and remained in the United
States, where none of them had a chance to be much of anything but
servants -- like my mother, who started out with a good education at
the University of Kansas, he said, but had sunk to working in a
restaurant, waiting on niggers, when she wasn't in some white woman's
kitchen."25 "Oh, it's no curse to be a Negro," read the anonymous
diary entry of a short story, "if you are content to live a black
existence. But I am not. I can't. My inside is different from my
outside. For as far back as I can remember, I have realized that I
was different from my Negro people."Z6

One authority states that, “skin color became associated with

class under slavery when white masters gave positions as house

servants to 'nice-looking' Negroes or granted special privileges to
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their own mulatto children."27 MNoting that after the Civil War "a
free and mulatto ancestry became the basis of important social dis-
tinctions," sociologist E. Franklin Frazier went on to remark that,
"even in the Methodist and Baptist denominations there were separate
church organizations based upon distinctions of colour and what were
considered standards of civilized behavior."28 Yet this facet of
color consciousness seems to have been largely a northern and urban
phenomenon.29 Certainly there existed all through the 1890-1930
period a correlation between class and color.30 The old *"blue veins"
were losing out, as mentioned, but light skin color was to remain
almost a prerequisite for entry into the upper strata of Negro
society. In the form of a dialogue between two female gossips of
the "best" people portion of black society, satirist George Schulyer
brings up the subject of the color mania and the "voluntary Negro."
One gossip says:

“Those two gentlemen have adnitted they are

Negroes, and have been accepted as such by Negro

society. Of course, they are white men, but

what are we to do? When they cannot make a living

in white society and the future looks rather

doubtful, they just come over to us, claiming that

they possess the necessary drop of Negro blood.

Who can deny it? And, since the American Negro

psychology is such that a man or woman rises higher

and higher in our esteem, the whiter they are, it

is only natural that these people immediately jump

to a prominent position in Negro society. And no

one will deny that a high position and usually a

fat job in Negro society, is better than being a

nonentity and possessing a low job or no job in

white society."31
Color, in a very real sense, came to describe the layers of black

: society. In picturing a "race" affair to which all in the black com-
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~ munity were welcome, Rudolph Fisher related in one of his best stories
that:

Those who between dances repaired only as far as
the terraces and sat at the round-top tables and
drank Whistle, perhaps tinctured with corn, were
either just ordinary respectable people or rats
[the lowest of the lowly]. But those who mounted
the stairs and crowded into or about the boxes,
who kept waiters busy bringing ginger ale, which
they flavored from silver hip flasks -- those were
dicties and fays.

Ordinary Negroes and rats below, dicties and fays
above, the floor beneath the feet of the one con-
stituting the roof over the heads of the others.
Somehow, undeniably, a predoninance of darker
skins below, and, just as undeniably, of fairer
skins above . . . . One might have read in that
distribution a complex philosophy of skin-color,
and fraom it deduced the past, present, and future
of this people.32

Black Washington, D.C., is the most often cited example of this
class/color phenomenon -- and also the most ridiculed. It had at the
: turn of the century and up into the 'thirties the most thoroughly
exclusive black elite in the nation, backed as its members were by a
long history of visible relationship to the very center of white
authority. Washington was the social capital of Negro America, and
as one observer noted of its elite, "A majority of the women too
Possess Caucasion exteriors. To be able to 'pass" [for white] is
almost a requisite."33 Langston Hughes observed it first hand. "As
long as I have been colored I have heard of Washington society," he
wrote in 1927.

Yet I found that their ideals seemed most Nordic
and un-Negro . . . . Speaking of a fraternity

dance, one in a group of five college men said
proudly, "There was nothing but pinks there, --
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looked just like 'fay women. Boy you'd have
thought it was an o'fay dance."34

Closely akin to skin color in the color conplex is the factor of
"good" hair, as illustrated by the poem, "Baby Hair," by Constance
Nichols.

I took a peek for the very first time

At the tiny brown mit on the bed.

He blinked his eyes and doubled plunp fists,
and I ran to his mother and said,

“The most cunning baby I ever did sce."

But she, patiently lying there,

Touched my arm and with anxious voice
Whispered, "Does he have good hair?"35

"'It's just by luck that you even got good hair,'" asserts the mother
of the protagonist in a Langston Hughes short story:

“What's that got to do with being an American?"
“A mighty lot," said his mama, “in America."36

"Always the same tune," Pauli Murray wrote in her Proud Shoes. “. . .
Good hair! Bad hair! Stringy hair! Nappy hair! Thin lips! Thick
lips! Red 1ips! Liver 1ips! Blue veined! Blue gumed! . . ."

Brush your hair, child, don't let it get kinky!
Cold-cream your face, child, don't let it get
sunburned! Don't suck your 1ips, child, you'll
make them too niggerish! Black is evil, don't
mix with mean niggers! Black is honest, you half-
white bastard. I always said a little black and
a little white sure do make a pretty sight! . . .

To hear people talk, color, features and hair
were the most important things to know about a
person, a yardstick by which everyone measured
everybody else.37

There is some rather striking evidence of the importance of “good"

- physical features in the advertisements that urged the use of cosmet-

ics to assist the darker brother and sister in reaching the ideal.

Negro publications were replete with advertisements that commanded:
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*Lighten Your Dark Skin." One such proclamation, which features a
picture of an attractive “1ight” Negro girl, read: "Race Men and
Women Protect Your Future by Using Black and White Ointment. By Mail
25¢. See What it did for Viola Steele."38 vyet the use of cosmetics
was quite widespread in America by this time, regardless of race, and
too much can be made of the use of hair-straighteners, skin bleaches,
and other such aids. Their use did not in all cases mean racial self-
hatred, only the pervasive force of whiteness on blackness. 39
Socially, black life was dominated by the color complex. This

even included the term "black." That sharp observer, Claude McKay,

noted in one short story that:

There is no greater insult among Aframericans

than calling a black person black. That is never
done. In Aframerican literature, perhaps, but
never in social life. A black person may be
called "nigger" as a joke in Aframerica, but never
"black," which is considered a term of reproach

in the mouths of colored people quite as contemp-
tuous as "nigger" in the mouths of whites.40

A Rudolph Fisher short story well catches the point. The scene
is an enployment office. The agency clerk asks an applicant:

"What makes you think you can cook?"

"Why, brother, I been in the neighborhood o'
grub all my life!"

“Humph! Fly bird, you are."

"Pretty near all birds fly, friend."

"Yes -- even black birds.”

The applicant for the cook's job lost his
Joviality. "“All right. I'm a black bird. You're
a half-yaller hound. Step out in the air an' I'1]
fly down your dam' throat, so I can see if your
insides is yaller, too!“4]

The felt need to differentiate skin color led to the invention

of quite an extensive list of euphemisms. One listing of the mid
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s read: "black, brown, high-brown, yellow, red-brown, high

low, dark-brown, chocolate-brown, ginger-brown, fair, fair-brown,
, pink, tan, olive, copper-colored, blue (an extremely dark
plexion), cream-colored, smooth black, rough black, bronze and

ana-colored, . . . [and] such slang terms as stove-pipe blonde or

One finds insightful examples of these affectations everywhere.
ke, for instance, the great W.C. Handy's "Hesitating Blues" (1915):

Hello, Central, what's the matter with this line?
I want to talk to that high Brown of mine . . . .43

r take the Langston Hughes commentary on black life in which Mr.
imple is going to have his picture taken to please his girl, Joyce:
I asked, "Joyce, what color do you want me

to be?"
Joyce said, "A little lighter than natural. I
will request the man how much he charges to make
you chocolate."44
Then there is the old Negro folk song that is especially revealing:

I wouldn't marry a black gal, tell you de reason

why

Her hair is so short and kinky, break eve-y camb
I buy.

I wouldn't marry a black gal, she so black, you
know,

When I see her comin' she look like a crow.

I wouldn't marry a black gal, tell you de reason
why

She gat so many kin-folks dey make yo' biscuits
fly.

I don' like a nigger nohow,
I don' 1ike a nigger nohow,
Nigger an' a mule is a mighty big fool,
I don' like a nigger nohow.

Nigger be a nigger, whatever you do,
Tie a red rag roun' de toe of his shoe,
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Jerk his vest on over his coat,
Snatch his britches up roun' his throat.
God make a nigger, make him in de night,
Make him in a hurry an' forgit to paint him
white.45
Even Negro humor contributes its insights:

“You're so black tin lightin' bugs follow you at
twelve o'clock in the day thinkin' it's midnight."

“You're so black til1 they have to throw a sheet
over your head so the sun ¢'n rise every morning,"46

The color mania, in short, reached out to touch the individual in
almost all aspects of his existence. Especially important in the
selection of a mate, Melville Herskovits noted that "the dark man with
a wife of lighter color finds many social and economic doors open
which would otherwise be closed to him."47 A respondent told him in
an interview:

"0f course a man wants to marry a lighter woman . .
- . Doesn't he want his children to be lighter
than he is, and doesn't he want to l1ift up the
race."18

"0f course they think I'm white," says Joanna in Jessie Fauset's,
There is Confusion. "There are a Tot of young men in the office and
I flirt with them outrageously. At first I did it only to annoy
mother, she hated it so. You know, the funny thing is she doesn't
like white people any better than I do -- she just didn't want me to
marry a dark man because, she says, in this country a white skin is
such an asset."49 In Miss Fauset's novel Plum Bun, the dark-skinned

man was astonished at the light-skinned Mattie's attitude: "You

don't mind my being so black then? Lots of colored girls I know
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wouldn't look at a black man."50 "The people who . . . really mat-

tered," Wallace Thurman said in his sharply critical, The Blacker the

Berry . . .:

The business men, the doctors, and lawyers, the
dentists, the more moneyed pullman porters, hotel
waiters, bank janitors, and major-domos, in fact
all of the Negro leaders and members of the Negro
upper class, were either light skinned themselves
or else had light skinned wives. A wife of dark
complexion was considered a handicap unless she
was particularly chaming, wealthy, or beautiful.
An ordinary looking dark woman was no suitable
mate for a Negro man of prominence. 5l

The color mania reached even to the grave. The undertaker in

Rudolph Fisher's black detective novel, The Conjure Man Dies, allows

that many of his "customers" want to go out looking lighter and
brighter.52

It was the economics of the color complex that gave it much of
its force, of course. The help wanted ad usually read "light coloured
man wanted," James Weldon Johnson noted at the turn of the century.53
And that not much had changed by the 1920s is obvious from such

assertions as this from The Messenger:

A business man advertises for a stenographer. Two
or three girls apply. Assuning that all three are
equally competent, the best looking one (meaning
the one with the lightest complexion and the
straightest hair) will most likely get the job --
even in the office of Marcus Garvey.54

Nor was it just the "higher" ranking occupations that were "color-
coordinated." MWallace Thurman's protagonist, Emma Lou, thinks intro-

spectively:

She was black, too black, there was no getting
around it. Her mother thought so, and had often
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wished that she had been 4 boy.

Y. Black boys can
make a go of it, but black girys ¢ 8 e e
No one liked

black anyway. , .

Wanted: light colored girl to work as
1nMamm1....

Wanted: Nurse girl, light colored

(children are afraid of black folks)
“I don* haul

no coal [meanfng men do ﬁot go
out with dark 9irls) . ", wsg

Employment agencies were told:

Waltress

Preferpeq

Send me a maid of Spanish type.' g

'Mother's helper

accepted and even adnired.

says

Nella Larsen's character. Ir "'We disapproye of it ang at the

ene,
- Same time Condone jt, It excites oyr contempt ang yet we rather
He shy away from it with an odqg kind of revu
Protect jt, 'n57

adnire jt,

The assessment seems strj

kingly accurate,
Hashfngton."

"1,000 Passing in
read the caption to an article ip a

New York nNewspaper,
The article condemned those who so turned their backs on the race, but
ho passed only occasi

Of cours

went on to allow that those y
Judged too harshiy, 58 e the white man, secure in his se1f-
declared Superiority, ignored or denigrateq the idea that a »

nigger"
Could really pass for white, Blood would tell ip €very case ang
there yere all manner of readily detectable manifestations of the
taint
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e NAMCP in the 1930s, Claude McKay mused in his autobiography:
The White stories of passing white among the
crackers were delightful. To me the most delect-
able was one illustrating the finger-nail theory
of telling near-white from a pure-white. White
was traveling on a train [in a "white" coach as
he often did) on his way to investigate a lynch-
ing in the South. The cracker said, "There are
many yaller niggers who look white, but I can tell
them every time."
"Can you really?" Walter White asked.
“Oh sure, just by looking at their finger
nails." And taking White's hand, he said, “Now
if you had nigger blood, it would show here in
your half-moons."59
Passing could obviously be enjoyed as a joke on white society.
ut neither the joys of deception nor some manner of revenge seem to
ave been the main impulse. Very real advantages accrued. Passing
presented, according to at least one psychological study, "an
opportunity for the light-skinned Negro to avoid prejudice, escape
restriction, and perhaps to allay the anxiety implicit in being a
Negro,"60
Passing was also sometimes a form of revolt. Nick Aaron Ford
argues that the Negro who passes is in a sense taking by subterfuge
that which the white world would otherwise deny to him.61 At other
times the black who could pass felt he had no choice, as suggested in
Rudolph Fisher's short story, "High Yaller." Rejected by the white
- world when he acknowledged the race, and repudiated by many in the
black world as the product of black and white mixing, he escaped
an intolerable situation by passing. "'Cain' none of us go but so fur
- back in our fan'ly hist'ry, 'for we stops,'"™ a character notes in this

short story by Fisher. "'An' doan nobody hav' t' ask why we stops.

T e ————
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We jes' stops . . . -- dey's a white man in de woodpile somewha'.'"62

0f great significance were those who could pass, but did not.
These "optional Negroes," as George Schuyler termed them, found it to
their advantage, at least most of the time, to stay in the black
wor1d.63 The social value assigned to 1ight skin color enhanced their
position there, whereas in the white world they would fall in relative
status. And, of course, if they were of the ranks of the business or
professional elite, they had the advantage of an ever-increasing
market place as the black urban comunities expanded. This small
group could also more easily avoid painful contact with the white
world because of their better economic position. Light-skinned Negro
women provide the best example of this social paradox.64

Casual or temporary passing was indulged in by all who could
manage it, though, including the "optional™ Negro. This was readily
accomplished in the northern cities, even by those of a marked swarthi-
ness. Few would be suspected -- or at any rate challenged -- in a
theater or restaurant where the dark-skinned migrant from southern
Europe was a common sight. Some also passed daily in their occupa-
tions, but otherwise remained in the Negro world.65

There were those -- how many will never be known -- who left the
black world for good, of course. They crossed over the color line so
Completely that they were totally accepted and many subsequently even
rose to significant heights in the white world.66 For some in this
group a total rejection of the race was involved. So it was with the

Protagonist of the Autobiography of An Ex-Coloured Man:
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I know that it was shame, unbearable shanme.
Shame at being identified with a people that
could with impunity be treated worse than
animals.67

Others, rationalizing their defection, perhaps saw their passing

as a way of gaining a position from which they could ameliorate Amer-
fcan racism. In all events, to most who completely abandoned the
race, passing was simply the means to gain all that whites would deny
them. 68

Black literary artists made passing a subject for some telling
social satire. “'My sociology teacher,'" wrote George Schuyler in
Black No More, "'. . . once said that there were but three ways for
the Negro to solve his problem in America . . . .'To either get out,
get white, or get a‘long.'"69 But black artists also came close to
accepting the white "tragic mulatto" stereotype by appealing to an
unbreakable racial bond that drew the "passer" back to the Negro
world, often tragica]]y.7° The mysticism of this bond was not as
infallible as same would have had it, though, considering the many
who permanently disappeared across the color line with no backward
glances. A sophisticate in Wallace Thurman's Infants of the Spring,
reassures a potential passer:
My dear, you've been reading novels. Thousands
of Negroes in real life cross the line every year
and I assure you that, few, if any, ever feel
that fictional urge to rejoin their own kind.
That sort of nostalgia is confined to novels.
Negroes who can and do pass are so glad to get
away they probab1{ join the K.K.K. to uphold

white supremacy.’

How many Negroes crossed the color line to stay during the years
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1890-19307 No one really knows. One estimate puts the figure for the
first four decades of the twentieth century at 25,000 a year, but this
figure has been largely discredited.’? Statistical manipulations of
population data indicate about one-tenth this number would be more
nearly correct.’3 There are also indications that the number per-
manently forsaking the race decreased as the century wore on. If true,
this fact would be consistent with the argument here that racial
consciousness increased and there was a growing sense of peoplehood
during the period. But the estimates still ran large.74 Novelist
Jessie Fauset, who often dealt with the question of passing and color
consciousness in her works, said that in 1929, 20,000 were passing in
New York City.75 That same year the NAACP guessed that 5,000 crossed
the line to stay every year, impressive evidence of the meaning of

being black in white America.’6

The intra-racial tensions caused by the color complex in black
America are plain-spoken in the above citations. If, as all the
conflicting information may indicate, passing actually declined after
1900, the causes of the decline did not affect the importance of
“good" physical attributes very much. Not even the immense force of
Garveyism made a lasting impression on it. In an anecdotal sketch of
Harlem in 1924, a colorful (and stereotype-ridden) black charlatan is
found fleecing Negro women by touting a diet of fish. This "sci'ntist
and di'tishion and chemist" saw the black man's color as coming from

the inside. If he ate "cold" foods as the white did -- fish, for
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nstance -- he woulg become whiter each Passing generation, 77 "More
and more dusky damsels are getting their epideris ca]cimined,“ said
the sharp-tonqued George Schuyler in coamienting on the continyed
widespread striving for the "right» shade, 78 "There aren't any more
dark girls," Rudolph Fisher declared in his story, "High Yaller,"
"Skin bleach and rouge haye Wiped out the strain, 79 The desire for
'good’ pPhysical traits was sq strong, in fact, that one observer
feared for the continued existence of “black" Anerica, The advantages.
he said, were all the more in favor of the girl with "good skip" and
"good hajp" in 1927 than they had been at the turn of the century,
"The black girl's case is tragedy, hopeless, he continued., "Rele-
9ated to the reap econamically, shunned socially, barred from pro-
Pagating her kind, she passes,"80 A more cogent comment on the color

complex is difficult to imagine.
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CHAPTER VII

BLACK ON BLACK 11

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the
Kitchen

When company comes,

But I Laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.*

Many of the intra-racial tensions that continually surfaced to
plague the ordinary Afro-Anerican's everyday life were by-products of
the white color mania. The magnitude of these intra-racial tensions
at any given time might be regarded as a function of white racism:
they might even be regarded as barometers of race relations. The
level of the intra-racial tension in the black community between the
“old settlers" in the northern urban centers and the southern
migrants, for instance, responded to changes in the white color mania.
The black color complex was obviously fed by the white color mania.
So were such other marked intra-racial tensions in the black commun-
ity as those between the upper and lower social strata and between

the Afro-American and the West Indian immigrant.

Almost as marked as the color tension was the class tension that
helped to keep the black community and developing institutions off
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balance. The ordinary Negro did not trust the higher status (and so
often lighter-colored) Negro, while those of the upper reaches looked
down upon those below them, often with despair. Examples of this
particular intra-racial tension are plentiful. A Langston Hughes
character in an engaging short story observed of a pretty girl that,
“she wasn't a bit hinkty like so many folks when they're light-
complexioned and up in the money."]

Much of the antagonism in this area stemmed from the nebulous
nature of the class divisions -- from the weakness of the distinction
between the various social levels. The female passenger held herself
aloof from the protagonist of DuBois's 1928 novel, Dark Princess:

She was afraid to be familiar with a porter. He
might presume. . . . She was dressed with taste,
and Matthew [the protagonist] judged that she was
probably a teacher or a clerk. She had a cold

half-defiant air which Matthew understood. This

class of his people were being bred that way by
eternal conflict.2

Will Thomas writes that being city bred in a racially mixed area he
had thought "nigger" was just another epithet to be fought over, like
"Hunkie." Such does not appear to be in keeping with the usual black
experience, but later, in Kansas City, he found differently. "'So you
think you ain't no nigger just 'cause you're lighter than somebody,'"
an antagonist challenges. "'Li'l yella nigger, you think you're cute
just 'cause you're father is a doctor. Just 'cause you come from
Shee—cau-go.'“3

The coming of an actual middle class in the black community did

little or nothing to bridge the great gulf between the top and the
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bottom. And this new middle class, although serving the black comnun-
ity, had its values determined by whiteness -- as did all groups up
and down the social ladder.?® The noted entertainer Ethel Waters
writes of her childhood in Pennsylvania in the early years of the
twentieth century that:

In her whole 1ife Mom [her grandmother] never
earned more than five or six dollars a week.
Being without a husband, it was hard for her to
find any place at all for us to live, a place she
could afford. And even then she never got a chance
to live with my aunts and me, could only visit us
on her day off. Being with white people so much,
she stopped living colored, thinking colored.

What broke Mom's heart was realizing that her
children knew nothing and cared nothing about the
better side of life. From the white people she
worked for she had learned there could be a nice
side. But Vi and Ching and Charles took no in-
terest in that. Mom might as well have tried to
read poetry to cows.

Joyce, girl friend of Langston Hughes's creation Mr. Simple,
might typify those at the middle of the social ladder. Jesse Semple
says to her:

"One thing, Joyce, for which I adnires you is
your culture. Was your old man cultured? I mean,
your father?"

"He 1s a bricklayer," said Joyce, "but my mother
was a Daughter of the Eastern Star, also a graduate
of Fessenden Academy. She always worked around
fine white folks. She never did work for no poor
white trash. In fact, she wouldn't. Poor folks
have nothing to give nobody -- least of all culture.
I come by mine honestly."6

At the upper end of the ladder rested the "better class." They
tended to make much of their professional status, their “own" culture,
and their connections with white authority. For some here the com-

petition for social distinction remained as fierce as it had been in
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the old "blue vein" circles.” "'Tempy?'" scoffs Langston Hughes's

Harriett in Not without Laughter.

“So respectable you can't touch her with a ten-

foot pole, that's Tempy! . . . Annjee's all right,

working herself to death at Mrs. Rice's, but

don't tell me about Tempy. Just because she's

married a mail-clerk with a 1ittle property, she

won't even see her own family any more. When

niggers get up in the world, they act just like

white folks -- don't pay you no mind. And Tempy's

that kind of a nigger -- she's up in the world

now!"8

As indicated by Harriett's derision, the most marked class antag-

onism in the black comnunity was reserved for that between the "better
class" and those at the bottom of the ladder.? “'Aw, man, whut you
talkin' 'bout?'" asked a Rudolph Fisher character. "“'Hyeh's a
dickty tryin' his damnedest to be a fay -- like all d' other dickties.
When they get in hot water they all come cryin' to you and me fo'

help.'”10

Or later, "'If this bird wasn't a dickty he'd be o.k. But
there never was a dickty worth a damn.'*11 This was a widespread and
open antagonism., By the 1920s, for instance, Ethel Waters had risen
up through the ranks of the entertainment world and had come to know
such white intellectuals as Carl Van Vechten, author of the celebrated
novel, Nigger Heaven. He told her, she writes, that "other colored
people were never quite themselves when he was around them and that I
was the only Negro he'd ever met who was completely natural with him.
I told Carl that was because he'd been hanging around mostly with
dictys who tried to be as much 1ike white people as possib]e."12
There was, quite simply a line segregating the ordinary black

American from his more sophisticated brother. But the lowly were ever
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ripping on the line. Unable to escape as their betters often could
the manifestations of the color line that separated all blacks from
the white world, they had a hard time discerning this intra-racial
line. This is nowhere better illustrated than in the often-noted
refusal of a Negro domestic to work for a Negro family. The upper
class at best took such refusals as being indicative of a misconception
of individual independence, and at worst as indicating that some white
stereotypes were correct after all. Justice Terrell of Washington,
D.C., reportedly said on one occasion when he was "sorry to say [any-
thing like] this in the presence of white men because it is the
deepest indication of a lack of self-respect.” He then went on to
relate a story about a prominent Negro family that had advertised

for domestic help. When one Negro applicant found her prospective
employer to be Negro, she said, "Lady, I can't wash for you because

I am in society myself."13

The color complex quite clearly led to much of the confusion

about status within the black community, a point that is explicit in

the above citations. The white man drew only one color line, a black
critic said, but "'where the negro takes his brush in hand he draws a
hundred. **14

At the same time, differentiation came more and more to be based
on occupation and life style, as the evolving social structure came to
resemble that of the larger society."5 But the lines of economic and
occupational differentiation within the black community were further

complicated by the community's relationship to the dominant white

~——— - -
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society: it diluted the new middle class member's ability to demon-

strate his right to deference. Forced into close quarters with all

others of his race by white discriminations, he found it hard to

discriminate himself, W.E.B. DuBois noted. "He recoils from appeal to

the white city even for physical protection against his anti-social

elements, for this, he feels, is a form of self—accusatfon, of attack

on the Negro race. It invites the smug rejoinder: 'Well, if you can't

~ live with niggers, how do you expect us to?'"16 pg a result

» con-
spicuous consunption came to provide a ready means of distinction,

as strikingly demonstrated by E. Franklin Frazier in his controversial

Black Bourgeoisie. It is "in the absence of a true upper class based

upon old family ties and wealth," G. Franklin Edwards says of

Frazier's theme, that "the Negro middle class simulates the behavior

of the white upper class without possessing the fundamental bases upon
which such behavior rests."17

Regardless of the form it took, this need to demonstrate social

distance placed the Negro middle class in a peculiar position. Those

at the very edge of the white mudsill looked at them and ruled --

"dickty." "Trying to be something you ain't." They stood, paradox-

between the black and the white, and were tempted to maintain

their position by discriminating 2gainst the lowly and by minimizing

ically,

and ignoring as much as possible discriminations directed against

themselves, 18 Langston Hughes captured such attitudes in his poem,

"High to Low."

God knows
We have our troubles too --
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One trouble is you:

you talk too loud,

cuss too loud,

look too black,

don't get anywhere,

and sometimes it seems

you don't even care.

The way you send your kids to
school

stockings down,

(not Ethical Culture)

the way you shout out loud
in church

(not St. Phillips)

and the way you lounge on
doorsteps

Just as if you were down South
(not at 409)

the way you clown --

the way, in other words,

you let me down --

me, trying to uphold the race

and you --

well, you can see,

we have our problems,

too, with you.19

Little of such critical caments on intra-racial affairs spread

outside the black community prior to the first decade of the twentieth
century. Perhaps this fact reflects the sway of the accomodationist
Philosophy at the time. Much of the comment up to this time was
confined to observations on "racial traits" and public conduct, and
toward the need for racial solidarity -- a need demonstrated by the
lack of support for Negro businesses. Typical of these comments is
the observation in the first volune of the Voice of the Negro that,
"Our race habit of Tooking up to somebody as superior to ourselves, of
asking for everything and creating but little, . . .is a great handi-
cap to the cultivation of manhood, courage and pride of race."20 Qe

observer digested the outlook when he remarked that "a Negro editor
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uld be n

>1te people do jt, 21

It showed

» @ black Working
man rebuking hin With the charge,

“You mean You Tive op Servant
girys 24

districts of the urban industria) cent

ers, censure of public conduct
became more frequent ang immediate, Black men and womenp on the
streets, "uncouth in aPpearance, pyda

in deportment

utterance," wounded the desireq Negro image, one pa

» and boisterous of

Per charged. 25
Negro organizations issued broadsides on public map

Migration came into full flood during Wor

1d War . directed

toward the female migrant, was vorded in the form of , Pledge:
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I desire to help bring about a new order of living
in this community. 1 will attend to the neatness
of my personal appearance on the street or when
sitting in the front doorway. I will refrain from
wearing dust-caps, bungalow aprons, house clothing
and bedroom shoes when out of doors. I will ar-
range m% toilet within doors and not on the front
porch.?2
The Detroit Branch of the NAACP, in a 1920 throw-away, charged
arents to attend to their children's appearance in the new school
year, for "everything in our power must be done to prevent the in-
crease of prejudice and to secure justice for our peop]c.“27 Another
broadside early in 1921 continued the attack, adding such cautions as,
"If you have a place of business do not permit the grounds outside
your door and in front of your show windows to be used as a Rest
Roan.-ZS
Most migrants were obviously not trained in the ways of the city
when they first arrived. Thus the continuous streams that moved north
repeatedly elicited public rebukes against "heads stuck out and rags
stuck in windows," as well as rejoinders to the effect that "we have
little reason to point to their faults, their awkwardness, their
crude customs, . . . until we are sure they have been taught by us all
the nicer things known to our community 1ife."29
To the "old settlers," especially, these new arrivals seemed to
epitomize all that was the worst in the race. The tension produced
within the comunity was striking and evidently consistent across the

North. The two gossips of the George Schuyler satire already men-

tioned, "At the Darktown Charity Ball," discuss this topic:
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“Do you see that group over in the corner by
themselves?"

“Yes."

"Well, they are the super-snobs -- the sacred
cows of every Negro communi ty "

“Who are they? What is their claim to distinc-
tion?"

“Well, they are the old residents. You meet
them in every town. 1In New York, they are '01d
New Yorkers'; in Philadelphia, '014 Philadel-
phians'; in Boston, '01d Bostonfans'; . , . and So
on in every city and town. Their conversation
usually consists of 'viewing with alarm’ the
younger generation; the 'influx of those Southern-
ers,' and . . . deploring the passing of the alleged
social equality they enjoyed in 'the old days be-
fore the migration,' when they could 'go anywhere,
and so on ad nausean,"30)

Schuyler correctly labelled the "social equality” being lamented
as "alleged," yet there was that coincidence with the northward migra-
tion. The older resident's proclivity to blame the heightening of
white prejudice upon the influx of southern migrants was not entirely
without grounds.3! The situation in fact provided some of the
rationale for appeals to race consciousness and solidarity. A speaker
told the Brooklyn Branch of the Urban League in 1920 that:

"These migrants are going to destroy your
status. If you think you don't want an Urban
League; if you think you are alright without wel-
fare organizations, let something happen 1ike it
did in Chicago [the 1919 riot], and they [whites]
will not ask whether you are the old settlers or
the new settlers but will settle you. The thing
to do is to keep things like that from happening
by keeping these people [the migrants] up to the
standards of the comunity where they 1live."32

Some of the newcomers soon picked up many of the old settlers

ttitudes. But most of the new arrivals ended up merging with the

argely undifferentiated mass at the bottom of the black social
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heap.33 Since many of the migrants had seen the northern city as a
kind of Canaan, this reality was hard to cope with. John A. Williams,
in his recent novel Sissie, puts it bluntly. Emma, long disillu-
sioned, shrills at Sissie (who is still clutching to her dreams):

"It's hopeless. A1l you niggers from down South

comin' up here lookin' for streets made outa gold

bricks, but they ain't none. Not one goddamn gold

brick . . . . We niggers just like you-all. Only

trouble is, we livin' the 1ife you folks was

dreamin' about. This is the way it is. Oh' don't

be thinkin' about them niggers livin' on the side

of the hill; they's damned few of them; it's us

that counts, 'cause we ain't suckin' nobody's ass

to live."34

The migrant reciprocated the northerner's animosity, of course.

And in spite of continued cityward movement, this enmity displayed a
rather remarkable durability. The root of some of this antagonism is
to be found in the suspicions the northern Negro aroused in the minds
of southern whites, which in turn, tended to nurture the perpetual
threat of violence to all blacks in a southern community. When they
moved North they brought this feeling with them. Also, those Negroes
who visited the South were often the economically better off and
seemed to flaunt or lord it over the poorer southern Negro.35 Then
too, there was the remarkable persistence of the idea that long
residence in the North somehow conveyed credit and stature in the com-
munity. For quite a nunber this often remained, as Arnold Rose ob-
served, "as important as the number of generations a white man's fore-
bearers have been in the United States."36

But the antagonism between the "old settler" and the southern

migrant had yet another pecularity. Even though the migrants belonged
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to the same religious denominations as the old established residents,
for the most part they found the big established Baptist and Metho-
dist churches cold and forbidding.37 The migrant desired something
more familiar; the old settler desired that the old ways be left be-

hind and more decorous conduct be evidenced in the worshipping of God.

- Two migrants in Rudolph Fisher's, "The South Lingers on," were

i

attending Ebeneezer Church, “"but dey doan like it 'tall. Says hit's
too hifalutin for 'em de way dese Harlem cullud folks wushup; Ain'

got no Holy Ghos' in 'em, dass what. Jes' come in an' set down an'

:
git up an' go out. Never moans, never shouts, never even says

anen'."38

*Emphasis upon 'preaching the Word,' salvation by faith, worship

as fellowship, and vernacular singing," identified by Raymond Jones
as characteristic of many Negro denominations, were not unknown in
northern Negro churches.39 But these churches could not satisfy the
religious needs of many migrants. In their study of the Negro church,
Benjamin Mays and Joseph Nicholson report that more than one pastor
was moved to start a new church because of this dissatisfaction. One
pastor told them that "he talked with a large number of southern
people who desired a church similar in worship to the churches in the
rural South. As a minister, this man felt obliged to start a church
for these peop]e."40 Another pastor, the minister of a Detroit store-
front church, told Mays and Nicholson that:

He could not pray in the big Detroit church as he

was accustomed to praying in the rural church of

the South. His long loud prayer would not be in

place in the semi-sophisticated Detroit church.
He therefore organized a church of his own.

—— - - T— . e —
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Until the era of the Great Migration, the development of the
Negro's church was continuous and predictable (in retrospect), given
the social structure in which it was forced to evolve. For the great-
er part of the nineteenth century, Liston Pope of the Yale Divinity
School notes, the Negro church was "a defensive and accomodating insti-
tution, but it often modified the harshness of caste and was the
birthplace of schools, social organfzations, and other facilities that
have improved the conditions of the Negro community as a who]e."42
The associational functions of the church gave the Negro an arena in
which he could perform without caste restrictions and in which he
could gain status; an arena in which the white man did not intrude.43
The northward and cityward movement of the southern Negro, however,
disrupted the pattern. It was "the inadequacy, from a religious
standpoint, of the institutional denominations," E. Franklin Frazier
asserts, that "accounts for the 'store front' churches which one finds
in Negro comnunities in American cities."%4

The institutional denominations grew as a result of northward
1igration, certainly, and some store front churches came into being
o handle the overflow.45 But because they were unable to deal with
he needs of all blacks regardless of class and economic background,
he store fronts proliferated. There were 140 churches in 150 blocks
n New York's Harlem in 1926, one study noted, 126 of them having
ome into existence after 1911. Only a little over one-third of
hese churches were housed in “regular church edifices;" the remainder

ere store front churches.46 Narrowly speaking, the store front

e s ———
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churches, the sects, and the cults, grew because they satisfied the
emotional needs of those at the bottom of the social ladder (although
some cults attracted blacks -- and whites -- of higher social status,
as for instance, Father Divine's Peace Mission Movement). Most of
the store fronts were more revivalistic or evangelistic in nature than
the established urban churches. More to the liking of the migrant,
the services leaned toward long sermons suitably punctuated at Just
the right time by shouts of “Hallelujah," from the congregation;
sermons, says Raymond Jones, "featuring polemics against the so-called
'sins of the flesh,' . . . and the dogmatic assertion by each [church]
of its monopoly on the ‘only true gospel' of Jesus."47

Worship and the fulfillment of ritualistic demands ranked high in
the hierarchy of values of those wanting this manner of service. The
Pull of the supernatural was especially strong. Ease of access and
the level of individual emotional involvement provided relief from the
routine of life at the mudsill. In short, the store front church or
Cult was a vehicle of adjustment. This was especially the case for the
outhern Negro, thrown as he was, into the fluid social structure of
the northern urban centers in the teens and "twenties of this
:entury.48

Also contributing to the growth of store front churches, and to
he various cults and sects that sprang up in the first decades of the
wentieth century, was the rising sense of racial consciousness in the
lack community. The awareness of being a black man in a white

Ociety, of not being able to be an American, a Christian, and a Negro
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all at the same time, brought to many an urgent sense of racial soli-
darity. The mushrooming of religious sects and cults especfally, can
best be seen, as one student of them has noted, as a part of "a chain
of movements [that arose] out of the disillusionment and race con-
sciousness of recent Negro migrants to northern industrial cities."49
Marcus Garvey's African Orthodox Church, with its appeal to racial
consciousness and its lively spirit of blackness, would be only one
example that could be pointed to.50

But the growth of store fronts stemed from intra-racial tensions
as well. Aspects of class tension and the color complex contributed
to their proliferation. A person's social class could almost be
determined by knowing the denomination of the church he attended, and

his skin color would all but confirm it. Gwendolyn, of Wallace

Thurman's The Blacker the Berry . . . , had rejected the idea of try-
ing to join the Episcopal Church, "for she knew that most of its
members were 'pinks' and despite the fact that a number of dark-
skinned West Indians, former members of the Church of England, had
forced their way in. . . . The Episcopal Church in Harlem, as in most
Negro comunities, was dedicated primarily to the salvation of light-

skinned Negroes."31 Philip Sterling, in Laughing on the Outside,

underscores the seriousness and strength of the class/color barrier in
Negro churches with the story:

about a dark-skinned woman who went into a church,
where anyone that wasn't practically three quarters
white couldn't even live in the community. They
married all within the group, everything happened
within the community. It seems that one day this
very dark-skinned woman strayed into this church
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and naturally there was resentment but being in
church nobody wanted to get up and throw her out
bodily. So they raised this hymn -- somebody
started to line it out, in Dr. Watts' meter, like
this:

None but the yalluh,

None but the yalluh,

None but the yalluh,

Shall see God.

Well at the end of the service, the preacher
said, "A1l right. Anybody got anything to say?"
So the dark-skinned woman gets up and flounces
down to the front and says, "All right, everybody
follow me."

A1l you ya-a-luh,

A1l you ya-a-luh,

Sons of bi-i-tches,
Kiss mah fo-00-000t.52

The ordinary black urban dweller could in some manner understand
his betters' attitudes, but he could not accept them. The white man's
color line was burden enough for him. This explains in part at least
the endurance, even throughout these years of rising racial conscious-
ness, of the intra-racial tensions that continued to plague the black
comiunity. It helps explain, for instance, the reaction of the
ordinary Negro to the continual admonishments to support black
businesses.

Many of the old elite and rising middle class enjoyed at least
partial monopolies: the teacher, barber, beautician, minister, and
undertaker.>for example. Others, such as insurance agents, gained
a monopoly as a result of white refusals to deal with blacks. But the
small merchant, and such professionals as the doctor and the lawyer,

while restricted from competing for white business, were hard pressed
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to gain a real share of the black market. Calls to racial solidarity
thus served to advance the personal position of these "disadvantaged."
Negro periodicals are replete with editorials decrying the fact
that race members did not recognize their responsibilities and failed
to support Negro enterprises. At the same time there was no dearth of
comment on the failure of Negro enterprise to measure up. The short-
comings ranged wide: incompetence, over charging, social pretentions,
even the charge that Negro proprietors continually displayed unwar-
ranted familiarity toward their black patrons. None seemed to hesi-
tate to ask all manner of personal questions even of a total stranger,
an editorial charged in 1909, as long as that stranger had a black
skin.53
For all of the rising racial consciousness and growth of the
black business sphere by 1930, these rebukes continued. “An energetic
young Negro in the mercantile business," wrote George Schuyler in the
radical journal Messenger in 1924, “. . . bombarded sable Harlem with
tracts and handbills for two or more years, tearfully urging Negroes
to trade with their own race . . .:
His arguments were masterpieces; his logic was
excellent. Most of his merchandise was only
about 20 percent higher than the same goods in
ofay stores, and the quality was nearly the same.
He urged Harlem blacks to stretch out the hand of
racial cooperation, but he went into the hands of
the receiver,54
“Deep down in its heart," lamented the author of an article on

this topic in 1928, "I fear, the Negro mass prefers to trade at white

grocery and dry-goods stores. How else could we account for such
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familiar expressions as:

"1 gets my money fram white folks and I'se
gwine give it back to 'em."

“What do niggers know about runnin' a store?"

“I ain't gwine spend my money wid dem niggers.
First thing I know dey'11 be thinkin' dey's rich
and tryin' look down on me."

'Nigger stores don' carry nothin' but cheap
stuff."55

The Negro professional pleaded for support from the race as well.

He complained not infrequently that even other professionals carried
their needs to whites rather than to their own people: the Negro
doctor went to the white lawyer, the Negro lawyer to the white
doctor. 56 Such admonishments continued for many years -- as did the
ordinary Negro's suspicion of the competence of the Negro professional.
The Chicago Broad Ax related the following story in commenting in late
1899 on the Negro's inability to earn equal recognition for equal
accomplishment -- not from the white, but from the black portion of
the community:

While conversing with one of the leading white

professors of one of our medical colleges, recently,

he informed us that many colored people came to

the college for examination, but as soon as they

entered the door, they blubbered out in a loud

voice that they did not want "no Niggah doctor to

exanine them," and the professor said that "many

colored women would permit young white students

who had just come from the farm and who knew

nothing about anatomy to examine them, in prefer-

ence to a first class Negro doctor."57

The ordinary Negro's lack of confidence in the abilities of his

professionals may be traced to white opinions concerning their compe-
tency. (Edwards's observation that "the attitudes of the Negro toward

himse1f are merely reciprocals of the attitudes of other groups toward
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him,* finds applicability here.se) Still, the attitude revealed by
this and like intra-racial critiques point to the fact that the Negro
had reason to lack confidence in the professional class. Prone
though he was to exaggeration, Negro critic William Hannibal Thomas's
assertion that the Negro community was “overrun with incompetent
teachers, incapable lawyers, illiterate doctors, and immoral
preachers,” was not groundless.59 Furthermore, the assertions in
large measure were equally applicable to white America at the time.
Historian Robert Wiebe noted of the late nineteenth century that "“the
so-called professions meant little as long as anyone with a bag of
pills and a bottle of syrup could pass for a doctor, a few books and a
corrupt judge made a man a lawyer, and an unemployed literate quali-
fied as a teacher."%0

These intra-racial tensions -- light against dark, migrant versus
old settler, ordinary, lower-class black in opposition to the upper
class, often light colored "dickty" -- were commonplace in the north-
ern urban communities. So too was yet another intra-racial tension,
the enmity toward the foreign-born black, although comparatively few
of these black immigrants from the West Indies and Central and South
America settled outside of the east coast urban centers. Most were
drawn to New York, Massachusetts, and F]orida.G]

There were few foreign-born Negroes in the country prior to 1880.
Between 1900 and 1930, however, there was a 232 percent increase,
although this increase still only brought their numbers to 181,981.

Sixty-five percent resided in New York City, thereby creating quite
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a significant minority within a minority.62

The immigrant from the West Indies and South Anerica found him-
self in a rather odd position. To them, the word "Negro" referred to
only full-blooded blacks. A person of mixed ractal heritage was a
"person of color," and as such, enjoyed a different status back home.
But the color line in Anerica made no such distinctions -- and neither
did the ordinary Afro-Anerican.63 A1l were forced to adopt the role
of being Negro in white fmerica -- a rather different position from
that of being Negro or a "person of color” in say Jamacia. More than
this, these "foreigners" became subject to all manner of black
Anerican prejudice.64

The Afro-Anerican constructed stereotypes in this case that
mirrored those of the larger society almost exactly. Eight-Ball, in
Rudolph Fisher's biting short story, "Ringtail," is talking:

"You jigs are worse 'n ofays," he accused. "You
raise hell about prejudice and look at you -- doin'
Just what you're raisin' hell over yourselves."

"Maybeso," Red rejoinded, "but that don't make
me like monks ["monkey-chasers"] any better."

“What don't you like about 'em?"

“There ain't nothin' I do like about 'em.
They're too damn conceited. They're too aggressive,
They talk funny. They look funny -- I can tell one
the minute I see him. They're always startin' an
argument an' they always want the last word. An'
there's too many of ‘em here."

"Yeah," Eight-Ball dryly rejoinded. "An' they
stick too close together an' get ahead too fast.
They put it all over us in too many ways. We
could stand 'em pretty well if it wasn't for that.
Same as ofays an' Jews."65

Migration from the Caribbean area peaked in the early 1920s,

keeping this particular intra-racial tension running high throughout
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he decade. The conflict at the lower social levels was a function of
merican Negro nativism as well as status and economic competition.

At the higher social levels, though the hostilities were publically
jecried, the animosities also existed. This, it is generally agreed,
stermed from the fact the West Indian was more community and
politically oriented than his Afro-American brother, and he came into
community leadership competition with the native aspirant.66 The
prejudice against the “monkey-chaser" seems, thus, to have been the
product of the non-conformity of the foreign-born black to the norms
of the black comunity. In the 1930s, however, this migration all but
ceased (actually, greater numbers left than came in), and this

aspect of intra-racial enmity slowly faded, at least temporari]y.67

Leadership in the black community, the last black-on-black
commentary to be discussed, has never been very clearly defined. That
delightful character, Mr. Simple, for example, once got to thinking

about Negro leaders and:

how there is so many leaders I don't know that
white folks know about, because they are always

in the white papers. Yet I'm the one they are
supposed to be leading. Now, you take that little
short leader Dr. Butts. If he ever made a speech
in Harlem it were not well advertized. From what
I reads, he teaches at a white college in Massa-
chusetts, stays at the Comnodore when he's in New
York, and ain't lived in Harlem for ten years.

Yet he's leading me.08

Except for Marcus Garvey, the national Negro leadership of the

period simply failed to reach the black masses. "One thing is certain,”

sociologist Bertram Doyle noted in 1924, "the Negro is not satisfied




185

69 A persistent qulf

th his leaders, of the past or the present.”
isted between the ordinary Negro and those who claimed leadership.
e central character in John Arthur's Dark Metropolis was going to
ne his Harlem hotel after Booker Washington but "found that the
od old doctor's name [was] held in reverence only by whites and a
w very old-fashioned colored fo\ks."70
Only the Negro church managed to span the leadership gulf to any
gnificant degree. Even in slavery the church exerted a measure of
fluence and was to become “the chief means by which a structured or
ganized social life came into existence among the Negro masses," E.
.anklin Frazier maintained.7l But this does not alter the fact that
e ordinary Negro was suspicious of his leadership, that he did not
ally trust its motives. As a result, the goals and possibilities
at he could express through his leadership, has never been very
lear. Many of the above citations hint at this state of affairs.
ven in recent years the average Negro has said that his leaders are
shamed of him. How, he is likely to ask, can they lead anyone in
uch a case?72 Half a century ago he was asking the same question.
he worst enemy of the race, a New York paper observed in 1900, was
he leader who had "no faith in the capacity of the race to perform

ny laudable enterprise."73

There were, for all practical purposes, only two national leaders
hroughout the whole period considered here, Booker T. Washington and
.E.B. DuBois. Booker Washington and his "Tuskegee Machine" were

jewed by his critics as the epitome of the accommodationist school of




186

race relations. His philosophy of race relations may even be seen as
being addressed to white America rather than to black America. Cer-
tainly it offered no open challenge to white Pmerica.74 As far as
white America was concerned, Arnold Rose observed, Washington was
"already marked as a 'good nigger'" even before "he clinched his
position by his famous Atlanta speech in 1895, in which he gave up the
Negro demand for social and political equality."75
Yet it is possible to see a different Booker Washington from
different vantage points. The white world saw only his conciliatory
attitude and were given no reason to doubt it. A1l of his public
expressions seemed reasoned calls for inter-racial cooperation that
would not assail the social-political barriers of the color line. In
his methods, historian C. Vann Woodward writes, the Tuskegeean "sought
out the very type of men whom Southern whites were trying to interest
in the development of Southern industry. He thus identified himself
with the Eastern affiliations of the conservative South."76 “His was
a practical, canny mind," Eric Goldman says, "operating in a situation
that suggested bargaining Negro equality for some Negro advances ."77
But Booker Washington wore the mask -- or rather, a mask for each

of the many roles he played. In what is perhaps the best sketch yet
of the enigmatic Washington, Louis Harlan writes in a recent article:

Washington's life and thought were layered into

public, private, and secret and also segmented ac-

cording to which subgroup of black or white he con-

fronted. For each group he played a different role,

wore a different mask . . . . Yet there were so few

slips of the mask that it is no wonder his intimates
called him “the wizard."
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In each of these compartmentalized worlds Washing-

ton displayed a different personality, . . . played

a different role. At Tuskegee he was a benevolent

despot. To Northern whites he appeared a racial

stateman; to Southern whites he was a safe, sane

Negro who advised blacks to "stay in their place."

To Southern Negroes he was a father, to Northern

blacks a stepfather; to politicians he was another

political boss. In his paradoxical secret life he

attacked the racial settlement that he publically

accepted, and he used ruthless methods of espionage

and sabotage that contrasted sharply with his public

Sunday-school morality./8

It seems likely that Washington could not have responded other-
wise considering the times and his life experiences.?9 The "secret”
side of Washington's life does not modify this assessment. That he
worked clandestinely against the policy he publically espoused cannot
be doubted, but just how effective this militancy may have been --
other than to enhance his own political strength -- is open to
question. It certainly does not seem that the ordinary Negro could
have been influenced by Washington's secret political activities.®)
In retrospect Washington's error in formulating the economic

basis of his program are apparent.8] At the very time white Anerica
Was pursuing a new social order congruent with its evolving urban/
industrial institutions, Washington was calling for econamic self-
sufficiency on the basis of small agricultural and business pursuits.82
Yet he succeeded in building a following unrivaled until his death in
1915, even though his power had waned considerably by that time. It
was true, as Joel Rogers said bluntly, that "Washington got along well
in the South because he knew just how to tickle the color-vanity of

the white."83 But the timing and tone of his appeal were obviously
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critical.

0f equal significance is the fact that he came to control black
comnunications in the South.B4 Black Belt communications were on a
personal basis at this time, and they were delivered into Washington's
hands through the black ministry, a group that saw him as giving
voice to their own thoughts. Moreover, his agreeable message was
freely carried in the white Southern press. “Washington never could
have monopolized so effectively Negro leadership" in these years, one
observer assessed in the mid 1920s, “had not the masses of Negroes
been confined to the South."™ The end result was that "a veritable
*legend' sprang up embodying in the mind of the [southern] Kegro
masses their concept of the man."85

Politically, Washington was all-powerful until the time of the
Taft administration, and although his power ebbed significantly by the
time of the Wilson administration, it lasted Washington's lifetime.
At its peak few were in a position to challenge him, for he controlled
patronage through his so-called "Black Cabinet," and was further in a
position to dictate the distribution of the funds white philanthropic
foundations provided for Negro education. Through a combination of
methods he was also able in varying degree to counter and even control
the expression of criticism against him in the northern Negro press.86

Washington's policies and power did draw fire, however. Dissent
was evident although not very effective throughout the early years of
his career. But as northward migration progressed, as experience

demonstrated again and again that the accommodationist approach pro-
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duced no individual security or benefits for the ordinary Negro, as
racial tension prodded racial consciousness to higher levels, as
dissenters gained public voice with the proliferation of race news-
papers, Washington was faced with challenges from quarter after
quarter.87 The black urban community was walled in by white racism
as well, but there growing black peoplehood was already contesting
the idea that everything must be measured by whiteness. "The time is
not far distant," said the Broad Ax in 1899, "when Booker T. Wash-
ton will be repudiated as the leader of our race, for he believes that
only the mealy-mouthed negroes like himself should be permitted to
participate in politics." Washington alone, the article said, would
be responsible for the disfranchisement of the Negro in Alabama,B88
The preliminaries of what is usually cast as the Washington-
DuBois controversy certainly registered the dissatisfaction that was
growing by the turn of the century. Then in 1905 DuBois openly chal-
lenged Washington's leadership with the so-called Niagara Movement.
According to the Tuskegeean's supporters, the Movement had only one
aim: the destruction of Washington's programs and influence.89 Wash-
ington did not sit idly by, of course, and allow the challenge to go
unanswered. His counterattacks are among the best examples of the
“secret" Booker Washington and his use of undercover methods: paid and
unpaid spies to infiltrate organizations, attempts to squelch
publicity for the Movement, bribes for favorable editorial coment
concerning his views, paid propaganda agents.go That DuBois later

admitted that the Tuskegeean's activities had in fact kept the Niagara
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Movement from achieving its objectives is acknowledgement of their
effectiveness.gl

The Niagara Movement had no broad popular base, however, and
lacked strong white support. One black editor said the Movement was
all noise and no action and only gave support to the “Bourbon
South."92 Nor were the participants "interested in building Negro
race pride," Arnold Rose writes; "in fact, some of them personally
tended to look down upon the Negro masses. They were the talented
tenth."93 Stil1, though it failed, the Niagara Movement prepared the
ground for what would become the first effective national Negro pro-
test and defense organization, the NAACP.9%

The attacks on Washington's leadership were highly critical by
the time the NAACP was officially launched in 1910. Said one news-
Paper, “The False Leader of Tuskegee is proving himself to be the
greatest arch enemy and traitor of the Negro race."95 The NAACP did
not, however, attack Washington and the founders tried to keep a rein
on the polemical W.E.B. DuBois in the hopes of reaching a rapproach-
ment with the governor of the "Tuskegee Machine."96 This was not to
be realized, though. By 1912, criticism of Washington was being
broadcast by The Crisis -- much of it “shotgun" fashion by reprinting
critical reports from widespread sources.97 Washington, for his part,
continued his attempts to undermine the new organization and stifle
its national voice, The Crisis, in one instance, according to Louis
Harlan, through a “secret attack on the white liberals who were work-

ing with his black enemies."98
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The way the Washington-DuBois controversy is often related, the
central issue was one of segregation versus integration, of accommo-
dation versus confrontation.9 Presented in this manner, however, the
story leaves out much. Their policies may have differed but their
basic philosophies did not. "'Actually,' W.E.B. DuBois once remarked,"
historian Eric Goldnan reports, "'Washington had no more faith in the
white man than I do,' which was saying that he had little faith
indeed.*100 Both Washington and DuBois, Ralph Bunche observed a
generation ago, “confined their thinking with the periphery of race:

<« . both . . . strove for: (1) improved living
conditions for Negro city-dwellers; (2) greatly
increased educational facilities; (3) equality of
economic opportunity; (4) equal justice in the
courts; (5) emphasis on racial consciousness and
dignity.101

Furthermore, the usual manner of presenting the Washington-DuBois
dispute tends to camouflage the fact that a power shift from South to
North was underway even as Washington reached the peak of his power,
Without the northward migration and the rising sense of peoplehood,
DuBois would have been without an audience.102 And the simplified
story of the controversy also tends to conceal the wide gulf that
existed between the ordinary Negro and race leadership on all levels.
A1l of the Mr. Simples in the urban centers saw that his leader's
reputations were based upon white approbation not his own approval.
This was especially applicable to national leadership -- and included
Booker Hashington.w3 At a meeting of the top black leadership, in

George Schuyler's satirical Black No More, "They all listened with

respect to Dr. Gronne. He had been in turn a college professor, a
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socfal worker and minister, had received the approval of the white

+ folks and was thus doubly acceptable to the Negroes, Much of his
Popularity was due to the fact that he very cleverly knew how to make
statements that sounded radical to Negroes but [were] sufficiently
conservative to satisfy the white trustees of his school,"104

It would be difficult to depict national Negro organizations as

resting upon any broad popular base at any time before the 1940s or
1950s. Even at the local branch level, the national organization --
be 1t the NAACP or Washington's Negro Business League -- fostered
middle class, color-conscious values. They performed invaluable
services to the black camunity, but this does not mean that a sense

of identification was thereby fostered throughout the communi ty,

There was, for one thing, no real economic tie to bind the organiza-
tion to the cmnnunity.‘os And 1little has really changed. Nathan Hare
recently wrote:

Consider this: the total membership of the NAACP,
CORE, Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
and the Urban League (even throwing in the Black
Muslims and the "marches on Washington" for good
measure) totals only about one-eighteenth of the
Negro population. And this after years and, in
some cases, decades of "membership drives." It
is readily apparent that none of today's leaders
fs accepted by Negroes as a group, 106

White racism dictated that race leadership come from within the ’
race. At the same time all of the intra-racial tensions made it
impossible for the race to function in a really cohesive manner,

Class tension, the color mania, the very instability of the white
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man's color line in the urban North, all worked against full unity
even as a sense of racial peoplehood spread widely among the masses.
Nowhere 1s this better demonstrated than in the “color" antagonism
that existed between the NAACP and Garvey's UNIA as both of these
organizations matured rapidly at the end of World War I.

The importance of this in the dramatic success of Garveyism
can hardly be over-omphasfzed.]07 "Being black," wrote Garvey, *I
have committed an unpardonable offence against the very light colored
negroes in America and the West Indies by making myself famous as a
negro leader of millions. In their view, no black man must rise above
them . . . .*108

Much of Garvey's plebeian appeal rested upon just this facet: he
not only spoke to those most harried by the discriminations of the
white color line, but for those most tried by all of the intra-racial
tensions. Looking from the top down, all was still chaos in the black
community. Looking from the bottom up there was a sentiment, a sense
of peoplehood, an ethos, that made the "beaten and baffled, but
determined not to be wholly beaten" mass, as Langston Hughes lovingly
called these people he knew so well, into the progenitors of modern

black America.]o9




CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore --
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over --
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load

Or does it explode?*

When the ordinary Negro in the northern urban centers of the 1830-

1920 period looked about him, he found his vistas limited by his
blackness. Being Negro at this time was not simply a biological
matter. It was, as one student has noted, "a legal and social matter
as well."l When Langston Hughes is critical of his Mr. Simple for
forever bringing up race, Mr. Simple tells him:

“I do . . . because that is what I am always coming

face to face with -- race. I look in the mirror in

the morning to shave -- and what do I see? Me.

From birth to death my face -- which is my race --

stares me in the face."2

There was no change over these years in this aspect of black life.

There was a deadly sameness to the tenor of race relations during the

whole first half of this century, as J. Saunders Redding has noted.3
194
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Racial attitudes were not all that remained constant during these
years of change, though. These were years of change, of course: of a
“search for order" as it has been termed, and of the highly publicized
Progressive reform era. But all of the changes, in the words of
social-intellectual historian Charles Forcey, wrought only "inconse-
quential consequences."

The changes since [1900], while great, have been

more those of degree than of kind . . . . This is

no more than another way of stating the obvious

fact that American social institutions have remained

remarkably stable during tremendous economic, tech-

nological, military and diplomatic changes.4

Yet this period saw the culmination of what historian C. Vann
Woodward terms "one of the most important developments in Negro
history; [the] rise of a whole separate system of society and economy
on the other [the dark] side of the color line."® It is the "incon-
sequential consequences" of the changes in white America that made
the changes in black America so significant.

This is not to say that the changes taking place in black Amer-
ica were not inconsequential in many respects as well, Did much in
the economic, social or political lot of the ordinary Negro actually
change? Not really. He was economically better off, quite signifi-
cantly so in many instances, but he was still being exploited by
whites (and blacks).

Was the ordinary Negro's political position any the less pre-

carious or more potent? Instances can be pointed to that say it was

both -- the failure of Judge John J. Parker to be confirmed to the

Supreme Court in 1930 because of his stand on Negro political partici-
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pation, for exa‘.xple.6 A good case can also be made that the black
migrants who swelled the northern Meccas were not politically apathet-
ic. Rather, they tended -- in Chicago at least -- to see the ballot
as a measure of their changed status.’ But as long as the black man
renained, to use an appropriate phrase, the bete noire of both major
political parties, politics remained something to be tolerated rather
than participated in as far as the ordinary Negro was concerned.8

And socially -- well, a new middle class arose in black urban
America, but the ordinary Negro was still at the mudsill.

The ordinary Negro still found his everyday 1ife molded by the
white world in 1930, just as it had been in 1890. In his relation-
ships with the daminant society he was forced to function first as a
Negro and only second as a man. But by 1930 the ordinary Negro Amer-
ican thought almost exclusively in termms of blackness. The role the
white world forced him to play launched him into one of his own, and
he regarded all of his relationships with the dominant society in
terms of blackness. He regarded the white world with dislike and
distrust, and with disparaging contempt for the hypocrisies it so
prominently displayed.

The acceptance of blackness was actually the only choice open to
the Negro. His “Negro-ness" entered everywhere. His occupation was
largely determined by the wishes and whims of the white world -- and
his social position primarily by his occupation -- even as a black
economy developed in the burgeoning black urban centers of the North.

A small-but-growing middle class was the result of the changing rela-
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fonship between the black and white worlds and the modified econom-
¢s of the Negro community. The social structure was altered into a
istorted replica of the dominant white society and continued to
volve in that direction. Yet the shade of the Afro-American's skin
emained an important factor since it could determine social position
1ithin the black comunity, and occasionally become a passport into
he white.

Blackness was ubiquitous. Both the black and the white commu-
1ities drilled the ordinary Negro with it. Garvey appealled to him
«ith blackness. So did the Negro Business League. So did his church,
is job, his streets in Harlem or Bronzeville, his newspapers, his
nanner of entertainment, his whole life style. Blackness walled him
in.

Once riding in old Baltimore,
Heart-filled, head-filled with glee,
I saw a Baltimorean
Keep looking straight at me.
Now I was eight and very small,
And he was no whit bigger,
And so I smiled, but he poked out
His tongue, and called me, "Nigger."
1 saw the whole of Baltimore
From May until December;
0Of all the things that happened there
That's all that I remember.9

It would be erroncous, therefore, in the 1ight of all of the
inconsequential consequences, to look back on this period and regard
Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois as symbols of the dilemma

black America faced -- as representing a dilemma of accomodation or

confrontation, segregation or integration. The latter was an impos-
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sible option in the black South in the age of Booker Washington, but
both were unacceptable choices to the growing black urban North. It
did not announce a choice of blackness and embark on a reasoned drive
toward a cultural nationalism, of course. Only at the start of the
Great Depression would the choice that the ordinary Negro had uncon-
sciously elected became even partially apparent.

The changes that took place in white America, though they
wrought inconsequential consequences there, in short made blackness
the difference in black America. The tone of sentiment that grew
up -- the ethos of the comnunity -- reflected a heightened racial
awareness, a press to think in termms of blackness first and foremost.
It started at the bottom but all in the community, from the "rat" to
the "respectable," to the "dickty," to the “talented tenth," were
forced by the role assigned to the Negro in America to bring a "racial"
interpretation to everyday matters, to just living from one day to the
next.]0 The ordinary Negro became inherently nationalistic while at
the same time he retained his American identity. He was not trying to
preserve a cultural heritage in his nationalism, he was building one.
No political state was involved -- rather, a "state of mind.“]] The
ordinary black American was building an ethos capable of supporting
him in his new urban environment.

When the Great Depression rocked all America, the Negro in his
new urban setting was yet unsettled. Obviously the depression was
disasterous economically for him because of his "first fired" position

in the larger society. Many, as historian S. P. Fullinwider argues,
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sought escape, or rather security, in the preachings of such cult
leaders as "Daddy" Grace and Father Divine, and in the strident black
nationalism of the newly founded Nation of Islam -- the Black

Muslims.]z

Those who had risen a peg and been rudely shoved back of
the mudsill by the economic disaster now began to more clearly
understand the ordinary Negro's lack of enthusiasm for the programs
of the respectable protest organizations. They recognized that his
lack of support was grounded in the dictum, "we are all niggers
together to the white man." The recognition of this fact by those
who had long been the major source of support for the NAACP, for
instance -- the recognition of the essential weakness of the ordinary
Negro's position -- brought a reordering of the objectives of that
organization.]3

Something of the viewpoint from the bottom of the heap and the
sense of peoplehood that had grown up in ordinary black America per-
colated upward. The flow was sufficient to sustain the whole of the
black comiunity in spite of the toll extracted by the depression.
When the nation entered World War II, the Negro's morale was not very
high, but it was grounded upon b]ackness.]4 Upon this, the ethos of

ordinary black America, the opening battles of the modern Civil

Rights revolution rested securely.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

This attempt to reach "the tone of sentiment" of the northern
Negro community of 1890-1930 -- to get "“inside" as it has been termed
-- has but partially exploited the sources available. While numerous
scholarly articles, short stories, newspapers, monographs, novels,
poems, and anthologies, were explored, a rich vein of source material
remains to be mined. No attempt to be comprehensive will be made here
and only a small portion of the material used will be discussed in
this essay. A few general coments might be in order concerning this
material, however, before turning to a topical discussion of some of

the items included in this study.

An effort was made to afford some manner of systematic search
into the areas thought most promising. The major black newspapers,
for instance, were examined in a systematic serial fashion. For
example, where the first week's issue of each month was read for, say,
the New York Age, the second week's issue of each month was read for

the corresponding period of the Pittsburgh Courier, the third week's

issue for another, and so on. This pattern was made feasible by the
supplementary nature of black newspapers and the amount of “cut-and-
paste" practiced by them at this time. One can be fairly certain that
no major event affecting black Anerica would be missed in this manner.
Further, the pattern was broken often enough in following a particular

local story out of simple curiosity so that even changing tone in the
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various papers could be detected.
The best study of the black newspaper is still Frederick G.
Detweiler, The Negro Press in the United States (College Park: McGrath

1968), which was first printed in 1922. Lewis H. Fenderson, "Develop-
ment of the Negro Press: 1827-1948" (Doctoral Dissertation, University
of Pittsburgh, 1949), offers itself as a follow-on study to Detweiler,
but it is not of the same league. A more recent study, Maxwell R.
Brooks, "Content Analysis of Leading Negro Newspapers" (Doctoral
Dissertation, Ohio State University, 1953), demonstrates how this
source material may, with imagination, be exploited. The 3-M
Company's reproduction program at the New York Public Library's
Schomburg Collection, it might be added, is making this source materi-
al continually more available.

When it comes to the popular periodicals, whole runs of some were
examined issue by issue for their entire lifespan; e.g., Colored

American Magazine, Alexander's Magazine, The Voice of the Negro.

Others, such as The Crisis and The Southern Workman, were examined
issue by issue from their birth until the first issues of the early

1930s. Still other periodicals, The Journal of Negro History, The

Journal of Negro Education, Phylon, The American Sociological Review,

The Journal of Anerican History, and Social Forces, to mention just a

few, were checked volume by volume for pertinent articles and essays.
Published bibliographies providing references to periodical litera-
ture, it was discovered quite early, would not suffice in this case

because of the subject matter
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In other instances bibliographies proved invaluable, as in the

case of Maxwell Whiteman, A Century of Fiction by American Negroes,

1853-1952 (Philadelphia: Saifer, 1955), or John S. Lash, “The American
Negro in American Literature," JNE, 15 (Fall, 1956). It was from such
sources as these that the older novels were mined. The works of a
nunber of prominent artists have, of course, enjoyed resurrection in
paperback: McKay, Hughes, Chesnutt, and Dunbar, for example. But
there were still many days of horribly hard chairs in the New York
Public Library's main reading rooms, where many of these old novels
can be found, reading yellowed copies of imaginative literature by
black authors.

Especially useful here as well were the studies devoted to the
literature of black American artists. Robert Bone, The Negro Novel in
Anerica, revised edition (Yale University Press, 1965), is still one
of the best of these studies available today. Bone concentrated on
the period following 1890 and attempted to cast the novels in their
period by outlining the climate of the times in which they were
written. He has been taken to task concerning this by several
scholars, and his historical sense of the period is, certainly, quite

weak in spots. Sterling Brown, Negro Poetry and Drama and The Negro

in Anerican Fiction (Atheneum, 1969), is a single volune reprint of

studies done in the 1930s. Bone and Brown also provide good biblio-
graphical entry into the area, and their discussions of plot lines
helped to sort out the most promising volumes for the approach being

taken here.
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type of source material, and a most cogent statement of its validity
as a primary source, is found in David C. McClelland, The Achieving
Society (VanNostrand, 1961). Of course, the usefulness of fiction as
a vehicle for examining the Anerican experience 1s explicit in the
many anthologies that have found their way into print in recent years.

Dark Symphony: Negro Literature in America (Free Press, 1968), edited

by James A. Emanuel and Theodore L. Gross, is an excellent example.

Another would be Herbert Hill, editor, Soon, One Morning: New Writings

by American Negroes, 1940-1962 (Knopf, 1963), a collection of wide-

ranging excerpts, short stories, essays and poetry that touches deeply
the "blackness" of the ordinary Negro.

Paperback reprints are spreading the black facet of the American
experience to ever-widening audiences as well. The Mnemosyne Publish-
ing Company of Miami, Florida, has quite a wide listing of titles, for
example, one that includes such authors as Paul Laurence Dunbar,
Charles Waddel) Chesnutt, and Sutton Elbert Griggs. And quite a
nunber of publishers have issued paperback reprints of the works of
such noted Harlem Renaissance authors as Claude McKay, Wallace
Thurman, and Langston Hughes. Only a few of these works will be
mentioned here.

Paul Laurence Dunbar, The Sport of the Gods (Mnemosyne, 1969), is
credited as the first serious attempt to deal realistically with black
urban Tife in the North. First published in 1902, this novel is in
many ways a morality play that could have been cast in white as well

as black, for its protests vigorously against all of the destructive
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forces that were thought inherent in city life at the time. Much more
down-to-earth is William Attaway, Blood on the Forge (Collfer Books,
1970), a story of the black experience in the industrial North during
World War I. The characters are rather thinly drawn, but they display
a full range of reactions to conditions in the South during the

period, as well as to the impact of industrial labor conditions in

the North. The picture painted of Pittsburgh's black labor pool and
its relationship across the color line to the white is a striking one.

The most popular story setting of the time, though, is the black
Mecca of the North, Harlem. Dark Metropolis, by John Arthur [Arthur
Joseph], examines many facets of urban living by relating the life
stories of the residents of a hotel in Harlem. Arthur was not the
equal of such craftsmen as Rudolph Fisher, Claude McKay, and Langston
Hughes, however.

Fisher, whose short stories provide powerful insights into black
life, wes an artist who could employ comic realism without distorting
his images. Several of his short stories seem to be almost invari-

ably included in anthologies today. The Walls of Jericho (Knopf,

1928), is one of Fisher's highly readable works about 1life among the
Towly in Harlem, as is his black detective novel, The Conjure Man

Dies: A Mystery Tale of Dark Harlem (Covier-Friede, 1932).

Claude McKay was another craftsman whose work is today being
reprinted. Although born in Jamacia, McKay knew the black urbanite
of the North intimately, and gave him voice in both his poetry and

fiction. Home to Harlem (Pocket, 1965), is perhaps his best known

S— — e e
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novel. It went a long way toward earning him the animosity of the

black elite, he noted in his autobiography A Long Way from Home

(Harvest Books, 1970), for it let the white man see the ordinary Negro
as he was, and not as the upper class wanted him to be. McKay's
Gingertown (Harper and Brothers, 1932), a collection of short stories
that deals with black night 1ife in Harlem as well as life in Europe
and in the lslands, is a wide-ranging one that the elite would also

question. One finds here, as John Dewey said of McKay's poetry in

his introduction to The Selected Poems of Claude Mckay (Bookman

Associates, 1953), a real feeling of "the sense of being a black man
in a white man's world . . . ."

Wallace Thurman, another Harlem Renaissance participant, also
excited the wrath of the black elite with his choice of subject
matter. As Sterling Brown notes of his 1929 novel, The Blacker the
Berry . . . (Collier Books, 1970), Thurman "puts his finger upon one
of the sorest points of the Negro bourgeoisie, its color snobbish-
ness . . . ." In his second novel, Infants of the Spring (Macauley,
1932), Thurmman exanines a range of behavior patterns in black and
white interracial contact, something George Schuyler also does in his
1931 satirical novel Black No More (Negro Universities Press, 1969).

The main midwestern terminus of northwrad migration, Chicago's
Bronzeville, was another popular setting for the stories of the black
experience. Waters Edward Turpin, in 0 Canaan (Doubleday, Doran and
Co., 1939), traces the urbanization of Joe Benson and his fanily

during the teens and twenties of this century. Alden Bland, Behold
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a Cry (Scribner's, 1947), explores the same theme, but the story is
perhaps too optimistic in tone and the characterizations too sophis-
ticated,

The celebrated Richard Wright set some of his most effective
stories in Chicago: his short autobiographical, "The Man Who Went to
Chicago," is an often included item in today's anthologies. Wright's
most fanous work, Native Son (Signet, 1964), is a novel whose title
even strikes to the heart of American race relations. Wright was as
at home with the short story form as he was with the novel. His

stories in Eight Men (Pyramid Books, 1969), and Uncle Tom's Children

(Perennial, 1965), all play upon the theme of being black in a white
man's world, and go a long way toward capturing the Negro's multi-
phased existence in individual black-white relations.

Not all black authors concentrated on the 1life experiences of
the ordinary Negro, however, although 1ife among the Towly certainly
provided the more easily exploitable material. Jessie Redmnan
Fauset, for instance, in her romances, confined her scope to the

middle and upper class in the North, and in her There is Confusion

(Boni and Liverright, 1924), Plun Bun (Frederick A. Stokes, 1929),
and The Chinaberry Tree (Frederick A. Stokes, 1931), focus on their
foibles. One can find in Miss Fauset's novels a good pastiche of the
urban life of the educated stratun, and a good bit of comment on such
things as the color complex. They are a bit too maudlin for today's
tastes, however.

The works of the prolific Langston Hughes, which have been widely




280

used in this study, ranged across the whole of the black social spec-
trun. He provided many hours of purely pleasureable reading. His Not

without Laughter (Knopf, 1963), is a moving sketch of Negro life in a

mid-western town in the years just before and during World War 1.
First published in 1930, Sterling Brown termed this first novel one
of the best of the period. In it Hughes was especially concerned
with the idea of a "job ceiling" and the role of the black woman in
black-white relations.

In The Ways of White Folks (knopf, 1963), a collection of short
stories, Hughes presents a pastiche of the black's repertoire of
responses to the white world. It displays rather pointedly just how
ignorant white Anerica has been -- and is -- of the black community.
Hughes was especially at home with the short story vehicle. Two
other widely available collections of his stories are Something in
Cammon_and Other Stories (Hill and Wang, 1963), and Laughing to Keep
fron Crying (Collier, 1969).

Hughes enjoyed a fine reputation as a poet as well. His poems
are found in almost every anthology of black poetry one picks up
today, but he is best sampled alone, as in his Montage of a Dream
Deferred (Henry Holt, 1951). His poems found there, as do the plays

found in Five Plays by Langston Hughes, edited by Webster Smalley

(Indiana University Press, 1963), touch deeply upon black-on-black
and black-on-white attitudes.
Hughes, who was also a colunnist, published some of his most

biting critiques of both the black and white worlds in his "Mr.
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debt to Robert H. Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (Hi1l and

Wang, 1967), has already been explicitly noted in the text at several
points. This is obvious in the borrowing of his highly descriptive
expression, “search for order." C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New
South, 1877-1913 (Baton Rouge: Louisfana State University Press,
1951), is still the best account of the confused southern political-
social scene following the end of the Reconstruction. Certainly it is
the most readable. An excellent overview of the entire period is

provided by Eric F. Goldman, Rendezvous with Destiny (Vintage, 1955).

The subtitle, A History of Modern American Reform, indicates its

theme. John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom -- A History of

American Negroes, third edition (Knopf, 1964), is probably still the
best overall text devoted to black America, but it is sketchy for the
period after Reconstruction. August Meier and Elliott M. Rudwick,

Fronm Plantation to Ghetto: An Interpretive History of American

Negroes (Hi1l and Wang, 1966), does not live up to the promise of its
title, although it is a most useful supplement to Franklin's larger
work. A sociological overview is provided by E. Franklin Frazier,

The Negro in the United States (Macmillan, 1957). The charts,

diagrams, and statistics tend to get in the way, however. Also of
interest is Scott Nearing, Black America (Schocken Books, 1969), a
highly polemical exanination of Negro America that was published in
1929 and which concentrates on the twenties. The changing intel-
lectual climate of the nation in the late nineteenth century is

conveyed in Curtis Robert Grant's well-written study, "The Social
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Gospel and Race" (Doctoral Dissertation, Stanford University, 1968).
This might be giving too much influence to a comparatively 1imited
movement, however.

Many monographs were important to the task of setting up the
background against which the ordinary northern Afro-American's ethos
was to be cast. One of the very best of these is Gilbert Osofsky,

Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto, (Harper, 1963), It is an account that

touches often upon ordinary black 1ife in many of its facets. Also
important in this vein is Seth M. Scheiner, Negro Mecca: A History of

the Negro i

New York City, 1865-1920 (New York University Press,

1965). These studies have superseded James Weldon Johnson's still
useful Black Manhattan (Knopf, 1930).

Other studies that examine this northern black Mecca are: Roj
Ottley and William J. Weatherby, eds., The Negro in New York: An

Informal Soc1a] History (Oceana Publications, 1967), which was

compiled from Federal Writer's Project manuscripts, and Claude McKay,

Harlem: Negro Metropolis (Dutton, 1940). Much in both of these

volumes goes beyond the time frame being considered here. McKay's
work is a personal evaluation of the many facets of black life that
nurtured the rise of Garveyism and subsequently the many noted

cultists of the thirties. Mary White Ovington, Half a Man, The

Status of the Negro in New York (Longmans Green and Co., 1911), is a
delightfully styled study that nicely demonstrates that a white can
deal sensitively with the subject of blackness. The study draws

together much evidence, a lot of it personally gathered, on the
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ditions and life-style of the urban Negro in the first decade of

s century. |
Three of Rudolph Fisher's short stories must be at least men- ||
| |

oned in passing when referring to these studies of black New York

His "The promised Land," Atlantic Monthly, 139 (January,

t on how the black community is forced to

ty.
27), provides good commen

l
u
.

»sort to such things as the wpent party" to make ends meet in the

jty. His "The City of Refuge,” Atlantic Monthly, 135 (February,

925), is an often reprinted tale that reveals the ordinary black

rbanite's existence as quite upormal" within his own comnunity.

[here he is not @ "nigger," but a father, 2 friend, a pusher, 2

sucker, whatever. The white world is kept at jts distance by his

protective black surroundings. The third story, Fisher's "The South

Lingers On," Survey Graphic, 53 (March 1, 1925), is a collection of

sketches of Harlem life that concentrates on the migrant and the

vestiges of his southern rural culture: on the Reverend Taylor who

followed his flock North, on the job seekers, on the young girl taken

by all of the excitement, on the bootlegger carried back by the

hell-fire sermons of a southern-style preacher.

The other great black city-within-a-city. Chicago's pronzeville,

has been examined in detail as well, although not as extensively 2s

Alan H. Spear, Black Chicago: The Making of a Negro
1967), is the most

Harlen perhaps.
Ghetto, 1890-1920 (University of Chicago Press,

recent. It is complimentary in nature to the classic Black Metropolis

(Harper Torchbooks, 1962), by St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton, a

i e ——————— T
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study published first in 1945 that is still considered to be the best
examination of black urban life yet published. Both are rightly
classed as sociological studies; they are good social history as well.
A more narrow but sharply focused Yook at Bronzeville is provided in
Willian M. Tuttle, Jr., Race Riot: Chicago in the Red Sumer of 1919
(Atheneum, 1970).

Washington, D.C. was the subject of Constance McLaughlin Green's
The Secret City (University of Princeton Press, 1967). It is a
restricted, rather narrow study however, that sees race relations in
the nation's capital (to borrow from the subtitle) as being peculiar
to the upper stratum of the comunity. (El1liott Rudwick, in his

review essay “Black Metropolis -- The Making of the Ghetto,"

Wisconsin Magazine of History, 51 (Spring, 1968), presents cogent
comment on Green's Secret City, Spear's Black Chicago, and Osofsky's
Harlen.)

Other moncgraphs dealing with black northern urban life are
W.E.B. DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro (Schocken Books, 1967), one of
DuBois's early (1899) and best works; John Daniels, In Freedom's
Birthplace: A Study of the Boston Negroes (Johnson Reprint, 1968), a
racist-distorted study first published in 1914; Clara Alberta Hardin,
“A Study of the Negroes of Philadelphia" (Doctoral Dissertation, Bryn
Mawr, 1943), a study that rests upon the theme that racial conscious-
ness lead to a press for integration, but which is not very penetrat-

ing; and Richard C. Minor, "The Negro in Columbus, Ohio" (Doctoral

Dissertation, Ohio State University, 1937), a most poorly written and




286

superficial study, albeit one which provides valuable insights because
of its explicit middle/upper-class orientation. And, of course, there
are also the numerous "The Negro in " articles that are found
in a wide range of periodicals. They can provide a wide variety of
impressions of black life, and they were useful here in spite of the
fact that the view presented is most often through the eyes of the
black bourgeoisie. Thomas J. Woofter, Jr., and Associates, Negro

Problems in Cities (Doubleday, Doran and Co., 1928), is useful in

integrating the data found in such articles.

Each of the studies cited to this point obviously were forced to
deal with American racism and with being black in white America in
one way or another. America has always been racist. This is nicely

exhibited in Winthrop Jordan, White Over Black (Baltimore: Penguin

Books, 1964), a thorough if overly long and repetitious study of the
origins of American racial attitudes. The short article by Dante A.
Puzzo, "Racism and the Western Tradition," Journal of the History of
Ideas, 25 (October-December, 1964), which makes explicit the distinc-
tion between racism and ethnocentrisim, is a complimentary supplement

to Jordan's long work. Thomas F. Gossett's Race: The History of an

Idea in America (Schocken Books, 1965), is an excellent survey, if a
bit shy on the early years of the nation's history. It, supplemented
with Jordan's work, and with something more definitive for the period
after 1930, can provide a good comprehensive picture of American

racial thought. Still, the picture would be lacking some detail with-
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yut such classics as Ray Stannard Baker's Following the Color Line

(Harper Torchbooks, 1964). Published in 1908, Baker's study today is
ot so important for what it says about the Negro, but for what it
says about white Anerica attitudes toward the Negro in the first
decade of this century. It is still good reading in places as well,
granting that today it seems very much like a too-long newspaper
article dealing with contemporary race relations.

E. Franklin Frazier presents a dated but concise review of the
various schools of race relations in American sociology in “Race
Contacts and the Social Structure,” ASR, 14 (February, 1949). It
provides an excellent introduction to Thomas F. Pettigrew, A Profile
of the Negro American (Van Nostrand Co., 1964), 2 mamoth work of
integration. Working with a bibliography of over 500 ftems, Pettigrew
managed to integrate a seemingly unwieldy mass of social-psychological
data into quite a readable account of the Negro and his role in con-
temporary society. Certainly the study makes such topical discussions
as E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States
(university of Chicago Press, 1939), more easily handled. (Andrew
Billingsly's more recent Black Families in White Anerica (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1968), is something of a redress of
Frazier's views, but it is not in the same league.)

The standard by which all modern studies of black Anerican life
are measured is the monumental work by Gunnar Myrdal, with Richard
sterner and Arnold Rose, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and

Modern Democracy, 20th Anniversary edition (Harper and Row, 1962).
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Much in it did not bear well the weight of time, and the dilemma
Myrdal saw existing between the Anerican ideal and the actuality was
not genuine, but the study is yet the most thorough examination of
black life in America. (1t might be added that the dilemma thesis is
a cogent comment on the intellectual climate of the times.) The
typescripts of the memoranda that went into the generation of this
Carnegie-sponsored study are available at the Schomburg Collection,
New York Public Library. Many of these have been published separately
since the study was first issued. The entire collection has recently
been made available through the 3-M Company's reproduction program at
Schomburg.

Other studies useful in examining American racism and the
experience of being black in white America are: Gordon W. Allport,

The Nature of prejudice (Anchor Books, 1958); Milton M. Gordon,

Assimilation in American Life; The Role of Race, Religion, and

National Origins (Oxford University Press, 1964); Arnold M. Rose, The

Negro's Morale: Group ldentification and Protest (University of
Minnesota Press, 1949); and Charles S. Johnson, Growing Up in the
Black Belt: EESIE.XQEED.iD.EﬂS Rural South (Washington: Prepared for
the American Youth Commission, American Council on Education, 1941).
Rose's basic theme is that the last half-century or so have seen a
drastic change in the general morale of the Negro -- that it rose
from a low in the 1890-1910 period to a high peak in the late 1940s.

C. S. Johnson's work, done in the best W. Lloyd Warner tradition, is

especially useful because of the author's inclusion of North-South
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and urban-rural comparisons. Also useful in this area are a number
of doctoral dissertations: Robert H. Brisbane, Jr., “The Rise of
Protest Movements Among Negroes Since 1900 (Harvard University,
1949); Royal D. Colle, “The Negro Image and the Mass Media" (Cornell
Univeristy, 1967); Cyril Robert Friedman, "Attitudes toward Protest
Strategy and Participation in Protest Groups Anong Negro Americans"”
(University of Connecticut, 1967); and Bernard Magubane, "The Ameri-
can Negro's Conception of Africa: A Study in the Ideology of Pride
and Prejudice” (University of California, Los Angeles, 1967). Edward
Sayler, "Negro Minority Group Strategy as a Social Movement"
(Doctoral Dissertation, University of Ohio, 1948), provides some
insights, but on the whole the study is a superficial one based on
secondary sources. The obverse of the white racist coin is discussed
in Donald L. Noel, “"Correlates of Anti-White Prejudice" (Doctoral
Dissertation, Cornell University, 1961).  This excellent study is
based on interview data and is relatively free of jargon. The
sampling seems as though it might be challenged and some of the
regional comparisons made seem suspect. But these shortcomings, if
they do exist, do not distract overly much from the insights 1t
provides.

Three other works should be at least mentioned at this point.

The first is The New Negro: An Interpretation (Athenewn, 1969),

edited by Alain Locke. Published in 1925, this volume is now a
classic. It is a collection of historical sketches, essays, short

stories, and articles that presents with discrimination the views of
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the case of the Negro. His bibliography, although now dated, 1s stil
useful.

But the whole problem of class in black Anerica has not been
given the attention it deserves, perhaps because such attention would
disturb many comfortable liberal attitudes. There are, of course,

E. Franklin Frazier's Black Bourgeoisie (Free Press, 1957), and Nathan

Hare's The Black Anglo-Saxons (Collier Books, 1970), both of which

caused a furor in black middle class circles. Jay Reigle Williams,
"Social Stratification and the Negro American: An Exploration of Some
Problems in Social Class Measurement" (Doctoral Dissertation, Duke
University, 1968), is a useful, contemporary monograph, but it
includes indices that seem invalid when applied to Afro-Americans,
Also helpful is Adelaide C. Hill, “The Negro Upper Class in Boston --
Its Development and Present Social Structures" (Doctoral.Dissertation,
Radcliffe, 1952), in spite of the fact it is freighted with invita-
tions and programs of social events, and the author felt it necessary
to argue that an upper class really did exist regardiess of the fact
it included persons of low occupational status.

Focusing more on the period under examination in this study are
the appropriate portions of Myrdal, American Dilemma; Drake and
Cayton, Black Metropolis; J. W. Johnson, Black Manhattan; Frazier,

The Negro in the United States; and DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro,

all of which have already been mentioned. Norval D. Glenn, "“Negro
Prestige Criteria: A Case Study in the Bases of Prestige," AJS, 68

(November, 1963), is a useful analysis that encompasses a number of
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studies that go back to the turn of the century period. Ascribed
status is slighted, however, and the whole of the Negro structure
rather vague.

One of the themes of Wiebe's The Search for Order suggested the
model for the changing northern black social structure that has been
put forward in this study. The theory that changing values restruc-
tured the white community and that the changes there were reflected
in the black community is found elsewhere, of course. August Meier
lays the groundwork for such an approach in "Negro Class Structure
and Ideology in the Age of Booker T. Washington," Phylon, 23 (Fa11,
1962). He offers there, and extends more fully in Negro Thought in
America, 1880-1915: Racial Ideologies in the Age of Booker T.

Washington (University of Michigan Press, 1966), that a true Negro
middle class and leadership element coalesced during this period.
But as valuable as the social-psychological inputs were, however
jmportant were the historical studies and the statistical data that
was used to examine the occupational dimensions of class, the real
insights into the black social structure during 1890-1930 are to be
found in the imaginative literature. James Weldon Johnson's The
Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man (Hill and Wang, 1960), is one
such novel. Johnson was an acute and sensitive observer and he
depicted in this 1912 novel the scope of the black social structure
around the turn of the century. The works of artists like Langston
Hughes, Claude McKay, Wallace Thurman, Rudolph Fisher, and George

Schuyler have already been mentioned.
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The novels of these authors are important regarding several
peculiar aspects of the class structure as well: the color-caste
system within the black community and the status ascribed by the
black comunity to various occupations, for instance. Rudolph

Fisher's The Walls of Jericho, and Wallace Thurman's The Blacker the

Berry . . . , are perhaps the best examples that may be pointed to in
both cases. A more contemporary exploration of these themes is Reba

Lee [pseud.], 1 Passed for White (Longmans Green and Co., 1955). It

is a not-very-well-written rehearsal of the discovery of blackness,
self-hatred, passing, repentance, and return to the decent world of
the black community kind of sequence.

There are numerous articles and short stories that may be
referred to in this regard as well. Edith Manuel Durham, "Deepening
Dusk," Crisis, 38 (January, 1931), is one of the better short stories
dealing with racial consciousness and pride, and the complex conflict
of values that the color caste system produced in the nation. Others
dealing with various themes of the color complex in the black commun-
ity and "passing" are:: Fannie Barrier Williams, "Perils of the White

Negro," Colored American Magazine, 22 (December, 1907), a story that

suggests that few who give up the struggle are ever "betrayed" by
those who know their secret; "The Adventures of a Near-White,"
Independent, 75 (August 14, 1913), an unsigned, first-person account
of one who crosses and recrosses the color line; Jessie Fauset,
“Emmy, " Crisis, 5 (December, 1912), a rather unconvincing story of the

impact of color on some very proper middle-class Negroes in the North;
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and Rudolph Fisher, “High Yaller," Crisis, 30 (October, 1925), 31
(November, 1925), a story that rests on the theme that color-conflict
within the race can prove SO unbearable that those who can pass are
almost forced to do so.

Occupation, which provides a particularly important insight into
the ordering of the black comunity, is also illuninated in these
novels and short stories. The real meaning of occupation as a measure
of status can be found there. It is dealt with specifically and well

in Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis. Some specific references in

this area are: George Edmund Haynes, The Negro at Work-in New York

City: A Study in Economic Progress (Columbia University, 1912);

Sterling Denhard Spero and Abram L. Harris, The Black Worker: The
Negro and the Labor Movement (Columbia University, 1931); and Dean

Dutcher, The Negro in Modern Industrial Society: An Analysis of

Changes in the Occupations of Negro Workers, 1910-1920 (Columbia

University, 1931); plus numerous periodical articles like Elizabeth

Ross Haynes, "Two Million Negro Women at Work," Southern Workman,

52 (February, 1922).

Northward-cityward migration, which so jmpacted upon black
Anerican life, has been the topic of much jnvestigation. Of the
studies readily available the most important are: Louise V. Kennedy,

The Negro peasant Turns Cityward (Columbia University Press, 1930);

Carter G. Woodson, A Century of Negro Migration (Washington: Assoc-
jation for the Study of Negro Life and History, 1918); Emmett Jay

Scott, Negro Migration puring the War (Arno Press, 1969), which was
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yriginally published in 1920; and Ira DeA. Reid, The Negro Immigrant;

iis Background, Characteristics and Social Adjustment, 1899-1937

(Colunbia University Press, 1939). An early examination of migration
that points to the significance of the northward movement before 1900

is Frederick J. Brown, The Northward Movement of the Colored Popula-

tion: A Statistical Study (Cushing and Co., 1897). Again there is

much periodical literature on the topic, a good deal of it quite
recent. For the flavor of the movement and the felt motives of the
participants in the Great Migration, however, a reading of Emmett J.
Scott, campiler, "Letters of Negro Migrants of 1916-18," JiH, 4
(July, October, 1919), is essential.

The violence that so many of the migrants thought they were
escaping in their move to the promised land stalked it as well. Its
impact is again best uncovered in the imaginative literature and in
such crys of protest as Claude McKay's often reprinted poem, "If We
Must Die." Several scholars have presented what might be termed

anatomies of the riots that rocked the nation during the World War I

era. One of the best is E11iott M. Rudwick, Race Riot at East St.

Louis, July 2, 1917 (Carbondale: Southern I1linois University Press,

1964). Another is the previously mentioned study of the Chicago race
riot of 1919, William Tuttle's Race Riot. Two shorter anatomies of
race violence in the early years of this century are Gilbert Osofsky's
descriptive, "Race Riot, 1900: A Study of Ethnic Violence," JNE, 32
(Winter, 1963), and James L. Croutthamel, “The Springfield Race Riot
of 1908," JNH, 45 (July, 1960).
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Specific references to racial violence can be found in practi-
cally all of the monographs mentioned. But nothing matches the

descriptiveness of the NAACP's Thirty Years of Lynching in the United

States, 1889-1918 (NAACP, 1919), in many ways. Along with its

tabular summary and chronological listing of the victims, many enrol-
led only as "unknown Negro," there are one hundred "case" stories of
lynchings. Walter White's Rope and Faggot: A Biography of Judge Lynch
(Knopf, 1929), is also important in this regard, as is Allen Day
Grimshaw's suggestive, “A Study of Social Violence: Urban Race Riots
in the United States" (Doctoral Dissertation, University of Pennsyl-
vania, 1959).

From the viewpoint of this study, black leadership was essential-
1y a negative element in the community. That the ordinary Negro was
suspicious of his leaders, to say the least, was emphasized in several
instances. Ralph J. Bunche, for example, in his striking article of
a generation ago, "The Programs of Organizations Devoted to the
Improvement of the Status of the American Negro," JHNE, 8 (July, 1939),
asserted that all Negro organizations were narrowly racial in their
interests and interpretations of events, yet were unable to reach the
ordinary Negro. But obviously the leadership of the period had to
be considered, and in this the study relies heavily upon the pre-

viously mentioned work of August Meier, Negro Thought in Fmerica. It

will undoubtedly remain the most definitive study of the subject for

some time to come. Its theme is not restricted to black leadership,

but the view is from the top down. Also important and somewhat in
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the same vein is S. P. Fullinwider, The Mind and Mood of Black Ameri-

ca: 20th Century Thought (Homewood, I11inois: Dorsey Press, 1969).

Louis R. Harlan's recent series of articles provides the best
picture of Booker Washington we have to date: "Booker T. Washington

and the White Man's Burden," Anerican Historical Review, 71 (January,

1966); “Booker T. Washington in Biographical Perspective," Anerican
Historical Review, 75 (October, 1970); and "The Secret Life of Booker
T. Washington," Journal of Southern History, 37 (August, 1971).

Elliott Rudwick, W.E.B. DuBois: Propagandist of the Negro Protest

(Atheneun, 1969), originally published in 1960 under a slightly
different title, still provides the best picture of the other great
black leader of the period.

Only when it comes to Marcus Garvey does it seem that black
Jeadership was able to reach down and touch the ordinary Negro.
Otherwise the ordinary Afro-Anerican hardly looked outside of his
own immediate cammunity. E. David Cronon, Black Moses: The Story of

Marcus Garvey and the Universal Neqro lgprovoment Assogjation (Madison:

University of Wisconsin Press, 1955), is still the best study of
Garvey and his movement, although it does not really explain satis-
factorily Garvey's ability to touch the blackness of the ordinary
Negro. Much better in this respect is the recent Black Power and the
ggzxgx_Movement (Berkeley, California: Ramparts Press, 1971). Shirley
Willson Strickland, "A Functional Analysis of the Garvey Movement"
(Doctoral Dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1956), is useful

in many ways, but it hangs rather 1imply on an elaborate sociological
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framework that in the end seems almost wasted, and it is plagued with
jargon. The periodical literature of the 'twenties and the imagina-
tive literature -- much of it critical -- provides the more meaningful
insights into the enigmatic Marcus Garvey. Nothing, in sum, is able
to touch the blackness of the ordinary Negro 1ike the imaginative
literature of the accomplished artist, a fact that is as true today as

it was for the years examined in this study.
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