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Norcliffe: how to talk to a peacock

James Norcliffe
how to talk to a peacock

he will not want to know
about the harsh whistle of oxygen
the gasp beneath the plastic face mask

he cannot anticipate things beyond
the immediate strut flounce and flourish
so if you don’t mind
keep 1t light
shining
keep it iridescent
don’t mention the blood

the wail of distant ambulances

is an unecessary distraction

he would prefer the deep silence
of black waters studded with lilies
their mute admiration

but if you must mention stethocopes
(or calipers or scalpels)

just speak of them as

bright shiny objects

of things perhaps

with their own beauty

although not the beauty

of the fabulous eye

in his fan rail
(at which you must gasp)
of perfect feathers
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