
Traditional News Media Bias in 

the West perpetuates narratives 

that indirectly help to facilitate 

the spread of disinformation.

BACKGROUND

➢ There is a gap in understanding 

the various reasons for the 

successful spread of 

disinformation narratives (Freelon 

and Wells 151).

➢ Media Bias research often 

intersects with disinformation 

studies when examining the 

manipulation of information and 

individuals’ reception.

METHODS

➢ Examined media bias research to 

understand how Western news media 

functions. 

➢ Followed a case study of the 2020 US 

Presidential Election and election 

fraud claims by the Trump 

Administration along with Fox News’ 

role in that narrative. 

➢ Examined the insights of current 

disinformation research and 

positioned media bias’ role in that 

sphere.

RESULTS

Objective news is essentially impossible 

to create, but the inherent nature of the 

Western news media’s competitive 

ecosystem results in framed narratives 

that encourage individuals to maintain 

close minded and even prejudiced 

worldviews that coincide with the 

bigoted narratives commonly used by 

disinformation campaigns.

How Does News Media Bias 

Function?

Framing

Priming

Agenda Setting

(Entman 164)

The Legacy of News Media

Traditional News Media has a 

history of encouraging imperialist 

and racist narratives.

➢ This is seen in the 

characterization of Iraqis in the 

Iraq War for example. 

(Lewandowsky, Werner, et al. 489)

➢ Trump’s xenophobic campaign 

rhetoric falls perfectly into this 

formula, especially for right 

leaning, neo-con outlets.

➢ Disinformation campaigns rely on 

similar prejudices such as the 

2020 election fraud claims (Kuo 

and Marwick 1)
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Bombastic Claims:
“’They were being notified by 
Smartmatic in Frankfurt that Biden 
was way behind and they better 
come up with a lot more ballots.’-
Nov. 19, 2020, Fox News – Sean 
Hannity’s show”.  (Blake 2)
“’And President Trump won by not 
just hundreds of thousands of votes, 
but by millions of votes – that were 
shifted by this software that was 
designed expressly for that purpose.’ 
– Nov. 15, 2020, Fox News, 
Bartiromo's Show”. (Blake 2)
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