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The US 1s no stranger to the idea of a
conspiracy theory. However, in recent
years, COVID-19 has become a staple of While the link between political orientation and
mode,rn hfe and Wlth 1‘[ Of course has # Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count i COVID-19 theories has been well-studied by
: J ] previous researchers, this research study makes it
surged th.e rise of CONSpidcy theories 1 Urban 6.00 3100 18.08 6.5 4291 12 2 - clear that it is not the only - or even the strongest -
surrounding both the virus and the § factor involved in such. Socioeconomic status may
pandemic as a whole. Many researchers : e a0 .00 2485 133 A0 5 not be a decisive factor, but childhood environment
blame this on a combination of Z shows a.mucl.l stronger and much more consist.ent
overinformation and political : e ERi Ea £ = ek ? . correlation with openness to believing in theories
larizati both of which : surrounding COVID-19 than either of the other two
po arl.zatlon, ot .O A I.C .are ISSUES 2 factors studied 1in this survey.
magnified by social media in the modern
. . . 19 . . . .
day ('Zunino, “Kubin). Many previous However, there is one great limitation here: sample
research StudieS, statements from 18 Si.Z€. Only 63 valid samples VYGI‘G collected 1n
political figures and even historical . . . preparation }for this anaLysm, whlchul.s a far cry from
events further establish a link between B Mean the near 3.4 hundred million US citizens.
, o Furthermore, several people may have been
COVID-19 theories and political dishonest: there 1s no way to ensure that all
orientation. As Grunawalt puts it, neither participants respond truthfully. As such, this survey
misinformation nor conspiracy theories on its own cannot be taken as absolute proof of
nor the anti-mask movement is apolitical | . | N | anything.
. . # Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count
when it comes to the Pandemic 60
(3Grunawalt). However, most research 1 Very Rich 59,00 59,00 59,00 0.00 0.00 1 55 /
into this topic has focused on politics. 50
What Oth er faCtOrS may lead someone 2 Upper Middle Class 8.00 60.00 24.46 13.85 191.79 26 45
tO be Open tO the theorles Surroundlng 3 Middle Class 8.00 59.00 20.38 11.44 130.90 21 N
the pandemic? Is political orientation = Assuming that the results of this survey are
really the most decisive factor, or is : Lower Middle Class 11.00 51.00 25.00 10.80 116.67 2 applicable to the general US population, political
there another division that claims that 25 orientation 1s not the most decisive factor
spot in its stead? 5 Poverty 6.00 24.00 15.33 7.36 54.22 3 i S concerning one’s openness to theories about
= COVID-19. However, only three factors are on
/ display side-by-side. What other factors may have
Very Rich Upper Middle Class Middle Class Lower Middle Class Poverty an effect on one’s openness to these theories? AISO,
SAER many factors influence one another. It’s well-known
\ that political orientation 1s linked to factors such as
environment and socioeconomic status. With this in
mind, which one 1s more likely to act as an
influence? Furthermore, while conspiracy theories
In Orc.ier tO anSWeT the researCh i Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count can evolve into misinformation, [s 1t fair to Sdy that
questions above, I have conducted a N they’re inherently bad? Should all of them should be
survey with the expressed purpose of 1 Far Left 11,00 59.00 2283 14.06 197.81 22 55 ignored because they are mere theories and not fact?
converting general openness to 50 When does a conspiracy theory evolve 11.1to
theories surroundine COVID-19 into 2 Left 6.00 50.00 19.61 11.01 121.27 . dangerous misinformation, and who decides that?
, S , Finally, what steps should be taken to curb the
d IlU.II.IGI’ICBJ SC.()I‘G. The survey 1n | 3 Slightly Left 8.00 31.00 22.00 7.44 55.33 6 40 spread of misinformation in this country?
question functions by asking a series 3
. . 4 Centrist 24.00 42.00 30.50 6.98 48.75 4
of questions asking how closely the 3
participants aligns with a Val’iety of slightly Right 18.00 41.00 30.50 8.56 73.25 4 25 g.ur_linlOI;AE-d (_20211-1 ;TE:;;IECSEZVO(;;) R
. . . . [ — 1g1ta edlia an . nmasked:
ideas. Higher alignment with N COVID-15 The role ofsocal COVID1S and he
. . . . . . : overinformation, . ecropolitics of the
individual theories results in a higher o 00 o s 12 398 ’ solarizacion and P Ant Mk Movemeet
. e . Far Left Left Slightly Left Centrist Slightly Right Right Far Right mis:info.rmatior.l. Anals of the - Disability Studies
score for each 1nd1V1dua¥ qU:GStIOIl on Far Right 60.00 60.00 60.00 0.00 0.00 1 B Mean s S International cuarer 1
a scale from 0 to 4, continuing for Y Humanas, (34), Communicaion, osdirs
. . . _153. ssociation, ) inghamton.edu/10.
thirty questions. Thus the highest T 188-206 61 4135343
possible score 1s 120, and the lowest
1s 0. The survey also collects
information about 3 different factors ~
that may influence the participants’ , .. , , , , . , Take the Survey
e : There 1s a positive correlation between openness to COVID-19 theories and right-wing political alignment - although ,
answers: childhood environment, , , , , . S R Yourself!
socioeconomic status, and political the results for socioeconomic status 1s largely consistent across the board otherwise (excluding “Very Rich” which had
orientation exactly one sample, anyway). However, out of these three factors, 1t was not political orientation but childhood environment that had the
most drastic and most consistent impact on one’s likelihood to believe 1n theories surrounding COVID-19.
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