Alpenglow: Binghamton University Undergraduate Journal of
Research and Creative Activity

Volume 7
Number 2 Life at the Confluence of the Article 1
Susquehanna and Chenango Rivers

9-20-2021

The Contaminated Realities of a Post-IBM Endicott Today

Priya Desai
pdesai6@binghamton.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/alpenglowjournal

Recommended Citation

Desai, P. (2021). The Contaminated Realities of a Post-IBM Endicott Today. Alpenglow: Binghamton
University Undergraduate Journal of Research and Creative Activity, 7(2). Retrieved from
https://orb.binghamton.edu/alpenglowjournal/vol7/iss2/1

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). It has
been accepted for inclusion in Alpenglow: Binghamton University Undergraduate Journal of Research and Creative
Activity by an authorized editor of The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please
contact ORB@binghamton.edu.





















physically in town with how he dressed his building in warning signs of the plume’s presence in
the town (Figures 2 and 3).
Figure2 & 3

Local Building Dressed in “Warning” Signs to Beware the Plume

Signs present today in Endicott put up by local resident Mark Bacon. These signs he placed on the side of his
building (LEFT) and on the roof of his building (RIGHT) expressed his continuous frustration about the plume and
how he felt moved to warn others.

The Ex-IBMer Loyalty

Many who still reside in the area are ex-IBMers whether it be because this is where they
have rooted their lives or because they have trouble selling their property. Many people in this
group have always had the utmost respect and loyalty to IBM and applaud the company’s efforts
in cleanup. Mrs. Palmeri, for example, is one of these people showing such loyalty through her
family's role in the class action lawsuit. She described her family’s loyalty to the company as her
and her husband did not sign onto the class action lawsuit due to having feelings of guilt. They
previously worked for the company which had shaped their career and given them both so much.
Mrs. Palmeri also disclosed information about an approximation of the settlement they lost out

on - around twenty thousand dollars. Although this may have been different in their case



compared to other residents’ rewards, it was interesting to see the extent of IBM’s mitigation
efforts as no news outlet had any estimates of the settlement.

The participant observation exercise at the Endicott History and Heritage Museum
showed a similar perspective to that of Mrs. Palmeri in Loyalty to IBM. An IBM retiree by the
name of Joe Titti now works at the museum with his wife and other ex-IBMer friends. He was so
kind as to lead a tour of the museum and describe his time with the company. He presented the
history of the company absent of talking about the spill through a tour. When questioned about
the plume, he described the spill directing the narrative towards emphasizing IBM’s great work
in the cleanup and mitigation efforts. This great resonating pride for IBM from Mr. Titti was felt
the entire time, even with the toxic footprint it left on the town. However, this participant
observation imposed some bias due to the prior employment of Mr.Titti. With this being said,
there are a good amount of ex-IBMers that still live in this area probably have this same fondness
for the company as they remained in this small town as confirmed in Mrs. Palemeri’s interview.
This loyalty was interesting to find on how people can place their gratitude for what a company
has given them over anger for potential personal health and potential remuneration.

The Plume: a Historic Event in Endicott

Peter Little, the author of 7oxic Town, was a unique interview as this individual had
already studied this topic and its relation to environmental justice in the early 2010s. However, a
greatly productive conversation led to some connections, both similar and different, with the past
account of plume residents’ perspective and the perspectives seen today. The plume seen in the
light as a historical event for Endicott was also discussed, a perspective not yet revealed, but
found to be very true. He explained how today, based on the contacts he has kept within the

community, the majority of residents have found the plume to be another part of the town’s



history next to IBM and the EJ tannery. He talked about how one elementary school teacher, who
incorporated learning about Endicott’s history in her curriculum, talked about the plume in this

unit.

The Legacy of the Plume
Place in the Environmental Justice Conversation

Loyalty and respect for IBM’s and efforts made are clearly present within the community
along with a sense of community pride as they try to move on and not highlight this negative of
their place of residence. The plume for the community in Endicott has been the center of
attention in their town; an attention that has exceeded its welcome. The whole situation,
however, lies in a different place in the context of environmental justice, specifically for
industrial towns. The environmental justice movement is just beginning, but thus far,
environmental justice can be seen as a term that looks at the relationship between a larger
economic system and its forms of exploiting populations and creating a tainted relationship with
the community it is settled in (93, Little, 2012). Looking at the relationship between IBM and
Endicott in light of the toxic plume is something other industrial towns look towards as an
example of how to take precautionary steps. This contaminated reality has become a fear for
many such communities around the world. The ongoing story of the Endicott plume fits into the
greater picture for the need of environmental justice; it is an example of precautions, such as
groundwater inspection when working with volatile chemicals and stricter rules on using such
substances, needed to be put into place so a community will never have to suffer as such.
Impact on Future Economic Opportunities

With the plume now in the past for many residents, people wonder and look towards what

will be the next big progressive step to revive Endicott and its economy. Well, a lithium-ion



