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AR PoETICA 
Anne Keefe 

I can'r wrire abour rhe Russian crack 
whore becau e whar would I know 
and because, you'll laugh, I only 
saw her ronighr, ome girl in a movie. 

It's jusr rhar when she's cleaned up, 
cl ressed, and her back' exposed 
under black silk, I remember agai n 
how young she is. H er muscles cover 

over her bo nes w irh rhe heaviesr g ray-
an arrisr's gum holding her body 
and rhe room, lifting mi rakes 
as she climbs a rhousand srairs. 

In the gari h sho r, a cas ino scene, 
ir's all I see, her skin : slender bulk 
and sinew rhen, undernearh ir and 
spiral ing-mem ory not qui re erased. 
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