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M RE T HA O E HAND 
Dara erv 

randing in Jo ephine's yard 
I beg rhe rail gra s to tell me when I' ll learn 
omerhing morheri h. I don't kneel or cream, 

bur rrea ure rhe emphatic gesture of hand 
rai ed to the night ky. I need more 
than one hand on which ro counr 
engaged or married friend , their children, 
terrier , tabbies, fish. T hey no longer preen 
a I do: oh, god no, I can't hold that, fin terrible 
with kids. I am really terrible \ irh kid . 
Jo ephine can tell the sex of a baby 
ju r by looking at its bundled face, ha packed 
a eparare lirrle world inro rhi white hou e 
in \'v'esrche rer. Forced outside to moke, 
I beg the rail gra to rell me when 
I'll learn something morheri h, a if ir' like Dani h, 
pani h, or gibberish. I lurk rhe backyard 

like I don't belong near a fa mily, my hand 
along their clothe line, touching it delicate thing , 
plucking it rrange chords, an in rrumenr 
I'd like to learn. Then again I've dropped one too many 
china ballerina . T he rail gra must en e 
omerhing morheri h in my rep- top 

standing in backyards, watching the world 
on a screen, thunking your hands against the thick 
glass Like a child. Get out there and get nine months 
of bloat, a hwband who will walk 
your small, hairless dog at midnight. 

122 H ARPUR PAUTE 

1

Cerv: More Than One Hand

Published by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB), 2005


	More Than One Hand
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1668015362.pdf.GPioB

