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W ALT WHITMA V1 IT T H E CARPE, T ER C ARE H ME 

I T UNKHAN OCK, PE YL A IA 
hane eely 

Because I cannot, wi ll nor, no matter what the price in guil e, go 
in there, 

I send him in my stead, robust and white-bearded, bright-eyed, arm 
open, face open, inging, prayerful , impudent, pry, 

co walk che bright hall with the low far railing and che car uc 
from conscruccion paper on the walls 

among the broken, the bent-backed elderly, the cooped babblers 
with their caved-in mouth , who wave their arm and all him 
son or scream fo r help; 

he rip his hat co them or cop co talk, co cake che hand of the one 
who ay / Love you, I Love you, I Love you, co her hoe , 

co console the one in the wheelchair who plead for omeone ro bring 
her back her bicycle, he' lo ci t. 

Because I can't he strides, undaunted by the mell of live attenuated 
in a dry and con cane hear 

co my grandmother's room, 2 12, where he it waiting in her 
wheelchair, watch ing che Chri cma lights on che bare poplar 
in the courtyard our her window. 

he doe n'c recognize hi m. Bue he i gen tle, playful, telling joke and 
a king que tions, 

until she cal ls him Sonny Jim and offer co make her famou macaroni 
and chee e and put him in her gue c room fo r che night. He 
looks around her tiny room 

at the lamp scand and che hospital bed, at her roommate laboring 
th rough leep, 

and respectfully decl ines. 

My grandmother cells him char her mind i n't what it u ed co be 
as she a ks him for che fi fth rime how his wife i ; each rime he 
smile and says "fine, " 
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then ceases her about her boyfriend , an addled lawyer from the ouch 
who sings" earer My God co Thee" a he wheel himself co 
the cafeteria. 

Wl1en he complains about her dinner-hoc dog, creamed orn, 
apple juice-he rh rows it in the crash and call fo r hine e 
rake-our: 

they ear Kung-Pau chicken wirh chop ti k on rhe bed. 
My grandmother loves co be our ide, and so he wheel her co the 

parking lot, where they ride up and down the idewalk, hi 
feet on the back bar of the wheelchair, her laugh echoing in co 
the evening; 

they stay for sunser, and the lase cardi nal song at dusk. 
\'ifhen he goe co leave, replacing his hat and raking up hi coat, my 

grandmother asks after me. Her face i hopeful, a little ad. 
He wi/L come to see you soon, he says. 
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