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M R. 0 T AK H1 M OTH ER T CHUR H 
andace Black 

He'd alway been the dutiful 
son: college at t. Leo's, house built 
behind his mother's, separated 
only by a tiled patio. And now he rakes 
Mamie to church. High Ma at eleven. 

eiling fan swirl 
the muggy air lowly. Parishioner wave 
their leaflet mi als. And still 
weat roll down the spine, between powdered 

breasts, down from the armpi t 
until at la t wee 
skin feels good, licked 
by weak breezes. Mr. D think of chi 
a he goes ch rough the morion 
of wor hip, Mamie's rosary and lip moving 
quickly in an effort co fini h 
before Communion. Bies ed, chey greet 
Father Menville ac the door. O nly che ecrecy 
of che confes ional prevents 
any mention of che obviou ly 
absent: Mr. D' wife, damned 
fo r control of her body, fo rbidden fro m chi 
gathering of saint . 
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