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MILTON KESSLER MEMORIAL PRIZE 

FINALIST 

CouNTING DoWN 
Kare Bele 

3 a man, a woman, and a girl 

Our id , ch y oft n w r and the hou wa coo. 
Th bungalow wa p ling blu bur ch t p 
w r paint d a gli r ning r d. Tuer wa a man 
and woman in b d. Th y lay ba k 
r ba k. On night, th woman par 
blood into a lay up and ch man look d our 
an p n window. Und r tar , th mall girl ran 
h r hand down a dar t n and got a paln1 
full of w od. h h II fr m a wing. 

a woman and a girl 

In id it wa light. An ir n1n b ard wa a tab] . Th ba k 
p r h h u d a b d. n v n1n a w man r ad al n 
at h rr wo d d k. h wr t ink pill d 
d wn h r rin fin r. Th 111 II irl pla d und r 
ah wrh rn tr . h limb d up a wall f whit tu . h hun 

nth ill p r d rhr u ha r d-trimm d wind w 
r r d h ir han in rap r u I f: . Th w m n in id 

did n r I k up. 

l a girl 

In and ur id f chi h u it i dark. 
Ir i Id and paint d lik pit h. 
Mapl I an h avy v r a ov r d p r h. 
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Somewhere, a ball bounce . Somewhere, 
a hammer pound . The girl sit in a whit 
nightgown atop a garage, abov 
a red car, which i clo d behind 
door held hut with a tick. Th hingle und r 
h r bottom catch on cotton, h r to kim gutter 
war r, and wind blow hair into h r mouth. 

KATE B L . 
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