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soon discovered that Robbins, like so many 
archaeologists past and present, had never fin-
ished a report on his fieldwork. Griswold and 
Linebaugh have done the discipline a great 
service in pulling together Robbins’ materials 
and presenting the results in what can only be 
described as a lavish format. The book is over-
sized, measuring 9.5 inches tall by 11.5 inches 
wide, and features 182 black and white illus-
trations, almost all of which are large format. 
These photographs, taken during the original 
excavations, are the work of Richard Merrill. 
Quite simply, they are stunning. The volume is 
also exceptionally well-referenced and clearly 
written.
	 Saugus Iron Works begins with an overview 
of the practice of iron manufacture in the 17th 
century. Particular attention is paid to the state 
of the iron industry in Great Britain and the 
attractions of North America, with its exten-
sive forests and rich deposits of ore, to English 
ironworkers. Next, the volume examines the 
historical record relating to the Hammersmith 
ironworks at Saugus. This chapter was 
authored by Janet Regan and Curtis White. 
Saugus was unusual in that it was an early 
example of an integrated ironworks. It con-
tained a blast furnace, a forge, a rolling and 
slitting mill, two blacksmith shops, a coal 
house, and a large number of ancillary build-
ings. Saugus operated from 1646 to 1670 when 
it closed, an unfortunate victim of mismanage-
ment. The result was an exodus of ironworkers 
across North America. Indeed, it was from 
these sparks cast off by Saugus that many later 
ironworks sprang up in New England and the 
Middle Atlantic regions.
	 Donald Linebaugh authored the book’s 
third chapter, which deals with the excava-
tions at the site. Linebaugh begins with an 
interesting discussion of early preservation 
efforts at Saugus. I was intrigued to see 
William Sumner Appleton, founder of the 
Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities (now Historic New England), 
make a guest appearance in 1911 when the 
Iron Works House, the sole standing original 
structure from the ironworks, went on the 
market. Appleton apparently acted as a his-
toric property broker and helped find a sym-
pathetic purchaser, the photographer and anti-
quarian Wallace Nutting, for the building. 
Later, Henry Ford attempted to acquire the 

house and move it to Dearborn, Michigan, a 
plan which happily fell through. Ultimately, 
the First Iron Works Association (FIWA), with 
help from Quincy Bent, a Vice President of 
Bethlehem Steel, purchased the site, though 
Bent’s interest was in the remains of the iron-
works rather than the historic house. Hoping 
to find tangible evidence that remains of the 
ironworks were present, the FIWA hired 
Robbins, and the rest, as they say, is history, or 
in this case historical archaeology. Robbins’ 
fieldwork, carried out between 1948 and 1953, 
certainly exceeded the expectations of his 
employers, as he identified the remains of a 
blast furnace, slitting mill, forge, and 
numerous other structures.
	 The fourth chapter, contributed by William 
Griswold, looks at Robbins in context. As he 
notes in his introduction, “Robbins managed 
to do what few academic archaeologists are 
ever able to do: successfully investigate an 
early industrial site buried by huge amounts 
of fill, gather archaeological information that 
supplemented and informed a privately-
funded reconstruction, create a large amount 
of public interest in the project, and launch a 
career in archaeology that lasted throughout 
his lifetime” (p. 101). This accomplishment is 
even more impressive given that Robbins was 
a high school dropout, who had previously 
supported himself as a house painter and 
handyman. Nevertheless, through his intelli-
gence, savoir faire, and persistence he became 
the go-to archaeologist for individuals inter-
ested in early American ironworks.
	 Chapter Five, also by Griswold, deals with 
the excavation of the blast furnace. It is fol-
lowed by chapters on the forge and slitting 
mill, the Jenks area, and tailrace all contrib-
uted by Curtis White. Joseph Jenks is an 
intriguing fellow who was a blacksmith, mill-
wright, swordsmith, and manufacturer of wire 
and pins. Chapters Eight and Nine, both by 
Griswold, discuss the waterpower system and 
other miscellaneous features.
	 Janet Regan and Curtis White wrote 
Chapter 10 which provides an overview of the 
artifact collection. In addition to an exception-
ally interesting collection of finds relating to 
iron manufacture, prehistoric Native American 
artifacts were also present in abundance. It is 
clear from reading this chapter that there is 
still much more work that could be done with 

Saugus Iron Works: The Roland W. 
Robbins Excavations, 1948–1953, edited 
by William A. Griswold and Donald W. 
Linebaugh, 2011, National Park Service, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 440 
pages, 182 black-and-white illustrations, 
index, appendices, no price given.

Reviewed by Richard Veit

	 Wow! This beautiful, large-format volume 
on the Saugus Iron Works by William 
Griswold, Donald Linebaugh, and other con-
tributors is a tour de force of industrial archae-
ology. From 1948 to 1953, Roland W. Robbins, 
an individual who even today tends to elicit 
mixed responses from historical archaeolo-
gists, carried out pioneering excavations at the 
site of the Hammersmith Iron Works in 
Saugus, Massachusetts. Robbins, who had 
already garnered some fame for his excava-
tions at the site of Henry David Thoreau’s 
cabin on Walden Pond, began his work at 
Saugus nearly two decades before the passage 
of the National Historic Preservation Act, at a 
time when there were no college courses in 
historical archaeology, and most North 
American archaeologists were focused on 
Native American sites. In every sense, Robbins 
was a pioneer. In this volume he shines 
through as gifted, witty, and driven; however, 
he could also be combative and headstrong. 
Although he was one of the first historical 
archaeologists, and a vocal advocate for what 
we today call public archaeology, the self-
trained Robbins would ultimately become a 
victim of the ongoing professionalization of 
the discipline he helped found and popularize. 
This book describes and illustrates Robbins’ 
work at a truly significant site. Moreover, it 
serves, in part as a palliative, restoring 
Robbins reputation as an exceptional field-
worker and pioneering public archaeologist. 
Indeed, Griswold and Linebaugh’s book 
would not have been possible if Robbins had 
not been a careful excavator who took consid-
erable pains to document his work.
	 The book project began when Griswold, 
the senior author, was charged with managing 
some structural improvements associated with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act at the 
reconstructed Saugus Ironworks. Griswold 

skewed lessons from the past toward indi-
vidual achievement and away from commu-
nity and collective action. I suspect Du Bois 
would wholeheartedly approve of the ques-
tion and of the trajectory that Battle-Baptiste 
intends for the increasing relevance of this site.
	 In her final chapter, Moving Mountains 
and Liberating Dialogues, Battle-Baptiste high-
lights the need to allow different kinds of 
questions. She asks how archaeology can over-
come the distrust of descendant communities 
and become trustworthy. Black Feminist 
Archaeology is part of an answer to that ques-
tion as in Battle-Baptiste’s own words, she 
“begin[s] to tell a story that is not just about 
archaeology or artifacts, but about people and 
places, women and men, leisure and labor, 
with details that can be relevant to contempo-
rary struggles for social justice and liberation“ 
(p. 31).
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narrative, both as written by the author and as 
borrowed uncritically from documents, sup-
ports an ultra-violent stereotype of the 
Iroquois. “Standard accounts…depict the 
League as undertaking a rampage against vir-
tually every people in the Northeast”(p. 80). 
Documentary quotes in the text describe the 
Iroquois as “the plague of the country, the 
scourge of the human race and of the Christian 
faith”(p. 82). Throughout the historical chap-
ters there is not much to alleviate the one-
sided descriptions of atrocities committed by 
the Iroquois. Because of the emphasis on 
Iroquois mobility, there are no descriptions of 
European atrocities. There are only dispersed 
and brief attempts to tie this extensive histor-
ical narrative and summation back to the prin-
ciples of identity and culture discussed in the 
introduction.
	 A major issue is the author’s assumption 
that the late 16th century and especially the 
first half of the 17th century represent the for-
mation period of the League or Confederacy of 
the Iroquois. The confederacy is thus pre-
sented as a reaction or adaptation to the 
arrival of Euro-Americans. There is consider-
able debate over the timing of the formation of 
the confederacy that is not acknowledged 
here. Most archaeologists and historians recog-
nize the confederacy as a pre-European-con-
tact phenomenon, at least dating to the early 
decades of the 15th century (Fenton 1998:68–
72; Snow 1994). A few scholars discuss archae-
ological evidence that suggest much earlier 
origins dating from the 12th to 10th centuries, 
dates that accord with oral traditions 
(Johansen 1995; Mann and Fields 1997). This 
debate is fluid (Engelbrecht 2003:129–131; 
Kuhn and Sempowski 2001), but why assume 
a post-contact confederacy here? It is stated 
that the “completion of the process of League 
formation reflected an increasing concern 
with…unprecedented, revolutionary and spiri-
tually powerful phenonema,” specifically the 
intrusion of Europeans. Furthermore, the 
Peacemaker epic story of confederacy forma-
tion represents “protocols pertaining to the 
transformation of a cultural context of inter-
group hostility and suspicion to one in which 
freedom of movement and peaceful communi-
cation prevail…”(pp. xliv–xlv). (By the way, 
the name of the Peacemaker is specifically 
used, though its annunciation is prohibited by 

The Edge of the Woods: Iroquoia, 
1534–1701, by Jon Parmenter, 2010, 
Michigan State University Press, 520 
pages, black and white illustrations, 
maps, notes, bibliography, index, $49.95 
(cloth).

Reviewed by Jack Rossen

	 This volume begins with a sound and 
interesting goal, to reconsider the nature of 
Iroquois culture and identity through the lens 
of interactions with European colonial powers 
from 1534–1701. The central theme is mobility 
as a source of Native power and cohesion and 
as a strategy for evading colonial domination. 
According to the author, this perspective 
departs from concepts of immobility and fixity 
that have been imposed on the Iroquois by 
academics, suggesting that Contact period 
mobility indicated inevitable decline and cul-
tural decay. This work seeks to challenge the 
linkage between fixed locality and culture by 
suggesting that Iroquois expansionism outside 
what is now New York State strengthened 
rather than eroded their identity. Throughout, 
the key metaphor is the “edge of the woods,” a 
Native ceremonial practice of meeting and 
escorting visitors outside the settlement that 
expressed peaceful relations, institutionalized 
hospitality, and exerted power and control 
over space. The relationship between the title, 
representing peaceful relations, and the con-
tents of the volume discussed below is murky. 
The primary evidence is Euro-American his-
torical documents, although lip service is also 
given to oral traditions and historical archae-
ology. The book is organized with an intro-
duction that explicates the mobility and 
strengthened identity thesis, six descriptive 
chapters organized in chronological order, 
and an epilogue.
	 The bulk of the volume is a detailed history 
of warfare between the Iroquois and the var-
ious Euro-American powers, along with the 
history of Iroquois warfare on other Native 
nations. There are also in-depth descriptions of 
relations with the Jesuits because of the exten-
sive documentary record created by the 
Jesuits. Presented is an unrelentingly violent 
portrayal of the Iroquois (whose true name of 
Haudenosaunee, or People of the Longhouse, 
is never mentioned). The language of the 
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the collection. The next two chapters deal with 
efforts to conserve the collection and with 
Robbins’ efforts at public outreach. They are 
both strong contributions. Robbins’ had the 
good fortune to recover large quantities of 
intact woodwork, including fragmentary 
waterwheels and anvil bases, and faced con-
siderable challenges addressing their conser-
vation. He was also a pioneering public 
archaeologist, constantly on the road lecturing 
about his finds.
	 The thirteenth chapter, Evaluating the 
Reconstruction, by Griswold examines the 
reconstruction and its costs, while Chapter 14, 
by Griswold and Linebaugh examine the post-
1954 period. During this period, the FIWA lost 
the support of the steel industry and ulti-
mately transferred the property to the 
National Park Service (NPS). Although this 
move led to the long-term preservation and 
interpretation of the site, we also see Robbins 
marginalized and frustrated as he attempted 
to work with the NPS park management.
	 This is a fascinating and beautiful book 
that is of value to historians interested in early 
American industries, industrial archaeolo-
gists—particularly folks who love ironworks, 
and individuals studying the history of histor-
ical archaeology. There are some aspects of the 
book that are a bit puzzling. The format 
employed by the editors makes for some pages 
that are entirely or almost entirely blank. There 
is no index, and there is no figure list. Because 
the authors are dealing with similar topics, 
there is occasionally a bit of repetition. I could 
not find a date of publication in the volume, 
though presumably it is 2011. The book was 
published by the Parks Service in a limited 
edition, distributed for free to individuals and 
libraries, and is not available for sale. These 
quibbles aside, this is an important book and a 
must-read for anyone interested in early 
American iron. The authors are to be com-
mended for introducing Robbins and his 
extraordinary Saugus excavations to a new 
generation of archaeologists.
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