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SCHOOL DAZE: REFLECTIONS AND RIFFS ON A 

NEW YORK CHILDHOOD 
Michael Sc inberg 

junior High chool Bus 

Junior high i ch univ r ru l jok on adol nt mal 
Had it b n up t m , Id hav kipp d ag rw Iv and chirt n 
and gon craighc co high hool. 

P . 44 ch junior high wa lo at don B a h 98th tr t l 
than fiv mil fron1 m hou . y; tit t k ch ho I bu alrn t 
an h u r co t ch r . 111 rid t k u ch r ugh n i h b rh d 

ur par nt had warn du about in w w r lied kid . n 
ou g r pa t M u1r Bar and rill n Bea h 108th all ou d 

w r d I okin bar d liqu r t r run -d wn 
mark t w d- h k d a ant I t hutt r d r m ha kl 
h u and h p with ir n bar on ch wind w . E r in Id 
r ad The An1boy Duke ov r ch umm r f db n r n1anci izin 
I az run-d wn n i hb rh d lik ch . Bue wh n I aw ch m 

f; r ch fir trim I wa unn r db ch u lin and qu I r. I 
uldn t ima in r win up in th ndirion . 

Th junior hi h it If wa a dilapidat d turn- f-th - ntur 
r d bri k buildin . With it Id p ling paint and barb wir 
f; n d hool yard P. . 44 at quar I in th h art of ch 
Arv rn -Hamm l -Holland ti n f R kaway B a h- n 
of ch rough t mo t run-d wn ar a in ouch Qu n . 

Th n ighborh od and ch junior high w r in dramati 
ontra t co P. . 114 ch uburban grad hool w d all b n 
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Mr HA •L TEfNBER 

attending for the la t ix y ars. For one, th school was less 
than a ten-minute walk-close enough for u to go home for 
lunch. Plus, we mix d with the ame middl clas , college prep 
kid year in and y ar out. To th lik of u then, P.S. 44 might 
a well hav be n on the far ide of th moon. Nothing we'd 
experienc d at horn or in grade chool could have pr par d us 
for this junior high. 

The p eking ord r on th chool bu wa a mi roco m of 
th junior high ocial hi rar hy-on that had v n mor 
harply d fin d boundari than rho w 'd rabli h din grad 
hool. 
Th guy who got on th bu aft r B a h 79th tr t w re 

pr dominantly lri h and Italian atholi . Mo t liv d in 
dilapidat d old wood n horn with rwo, om rim thr oth r 
famili . Th Bia k and Pu rto R.i an who got on n xt liv d 
in th iry fund d hou in proj t lo to th El. 

A lot of th white gu b long d to tr t gang lik th ouch 
Lav rn Bo lub and ch Hamm. I Raid r . Th y took 
p ial la lik automotiv hop and woodworking. Many 

w r ju t bidin th ir tin1 until ch y turn d ixt n and ould 
I gaJI quit hool. 

ar a ti all r t rr d to th uy a gr a r but w 
all kn w b tt r than to m with th m. Lik ch hara t r in 
7he Amboy Dukes ch had Ii k d ba k 0. A. and wor th 
am I th a h da · bla km t r I ja k t with upturned 
ollar eight bla k t hire wi.th igar tt pa k rolJ d up in 

ch I v arri on b It and dungar r p g d pant with 
whit tit h runn1n d wn th id and bla k hit ki k r 
( t 1-t db t with trap and bu kl ). 

Th girl ft n arn t ho I with ud r in ch ir hair. Th y 
w r br a t-hugging bla k w at r ti ht bla k wo l lcirt with 
lie d wn th id bla k nyl n with am running d wn ch 

ba k and p n-c d Aac . m had bla k I ch ja k c with 
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HARPUR PALATE 

club name , like "Pink Pu year " embroider d on the back. 
Mo t of them mok d cigar tte and h w d gum. 

Th greas r and ch ir "gun moll" girlfri nd omn1and r d 
th ba k of th bu , th ir h t up on th at ba k , m king and 
ur ing loudly nough for v ryon to h ar. 

Up front w r th guy in ch B II Harbor-N pon it liqu 
(L ui Mand I Fr ddy Kl in AJI n Nathan on, and Frank 
P a rl man) w h T ch u ht f a v r -pr iv i I d Ar h i and 
R i . Th y pr n d nd h Id urc with th ir B cry and 

r n i a i rl fri nd . 
1n h ur u I an- Lit pr ppi - fucur la pr id nt 

c nd h 11 ad r . All f th m had V - - ryl d r w uc and 
the r blu fi rd butt n-d wn kh ki p nc and uffi d 
whit bu k . Th ir 111pani n - w uld-6 h rl ad r bat n 
rw i rl r and b t r - w r 11- rub b d p n -c i I d i rl 
dr din tar h , hit bl u plaid , pl at d kirr nd whir 
b 66 - r wich ith r p nn , I ah r r ddl h 

A r ,,.,, b hind th 111 wa n th r r up h ur u h J 
th u ht th n t r a r . All f th 111 , n c t m 

rad h _ n d n n \! r a p In n at h I t bi b r In i c I 
111 r , r n h rd- r r a r . y; t th had an ura b ur 
th m. 

T h ir I _ d r a Mann An II- a ru h nd 111 
phc rdi J , \! h t: rh r rum r d r in ch J , i h 

Mcfi a. Menn \ t, 11 , I an and br ad h uld rd\ ith a hi Id 
pr fil and thi km n d rk unrul hair. H h(_ d .. br d in 
111 I 11 r 1111111 Lill M" rl 11 Brc nd r f th j 111 

c r in/ b / Wit/ out fl flu . 
c nn n1r d - tui I rl ld111 (_ n and L~ rr 

I an i - r ah a I n n i n d tr u b I . 1 h l u l7 b I 
in i ch r d (_ th t Mann and ru i h d Ir d "n t 
r rn1 h I. 1h rd t u ht h t- irin t l n r. nd 
tJ in th 111 r j rid in th l ii P rl rl in l t. 1 
h (_ rd th(. t th al I 111 I r r .11 d th t rl nd " rr d r, -
re d th l'> i r , 

r h n Lit 

" rl , ' 
nn nd 

ut th n ti t ill c tin ru n1 r 
ui "o- in all ti ' ith 
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M1 HAEL TEINBERG 

the rich high school girls from the Five Towns-an enclave of 
gated villages just across the county line. 

On the school bus, these four had an air of defiance chat 
bough c chem a kind of unspoken respect. The greasers, I noticed, 
never taunted chem like they did everyone else. And the pretty, 
popular girls would steal furtive glances at chem when the guy 
in the clique weren't looking. 

Sandwiched in between the preppie , gent el greasers, and 
the r al grea er , w r the four lo er and ocial outcasts. Poor 
Eli Rubin c in and B rnard hoenberg till had Vitali -train d 
hair and wore blu or brown gabardin pant and Bu cer Brown 
hoe . Th girl , Sc phanie tern r and Francin L ibler, w r 

ov rw ight and had oily kin and a n . They wore gray h It 
poodl kin to hool. Ac dan and make-out parti , ch yd 
alway nd up doing ch Lindy Hop with a h oth r. 

Th gr a r taunt d th two guy unm r ifully om rim 
ailed ch m kik v n dirty J w . If; le orry for rho four. 

And I on1 rim want d to int rv n - co rand up for th n1. 
t lik v ryon who didn t want to b cyp a ta a lo r 

I k pt my di can from th m. 
Wh r I wond r d did I b long in thi d iant hi rar h 1 

Ar rhirc n 1 wa a h rr hubb kid per ona non-gratis 
with th liqu a w II a with £ lain R n Ali Hir h 

c nd Kaufn1an and Linda Fir t n , th p pular irl th 
hun out\ ith. 

An1 bi al n t a l f; I t ab u t th m I ti II h Id u t h p that 
ch u w uld Ill da a pcm int ch r up.And 1 at 
ri htb hind ch 111 n h bu Ii c n din nth ir n r att n 
and tri d c put in Ill , t \ n t w rch r ft n. Yi t n 

n nt ut f hi a , t in it 111 t th l~rid 111 ht mal -
utp ru r r h lpi 1-upba I tb"' ll an1 in Fr'"nk 

P c rln1 an dri v c 

ur th nul r painful ut th " 111 r indj ffi r nt ti r 

L ... 
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HARPUR PALATE 

acted coward me, the more determined I wa co court their 
approval. Whenever I asked myself why I was so desperate for 
their attention, all I had co do wa look at the circle of girls (and 
guy ) who were al o vying for chei r approval. 

Ju t what would it cake, I wondered, co wedge my way into 
chat crowd? 

Temple Beth El Dance 

By ch middl of my fir c term of junior high I was till having 
no uc g ccing ch guy in ch liqu co noci m . Mayb 
Id g t ch ir ace ncion if I ould at h ch int r t of on f ch 
popular girl in ch ir ncourag . 

Id had a ru hon Ela in Ro n in ba kin fifth grad . And 
o did v ryon l . h wa I nd r about m h ighc with 

dimples and and blond hair chat url d in rin I t ar und h r 
ar . Th guy in th liqu naturall fawn d all ov r h r. 

Normally: I wouldn t v n chink ab ut approa hin m n 
who wa o far ut f 111 I agu . And on cop f chat lik th 
och r chr girl h hung out with Elain had ch r pucaci n 

f b in cu k up and al f. But in fifth r d h r r a n l 
uldn t imrn diat I und r rand lain a k d n1 t h Ip h r 

\ ri t a b ok r p rt n The YearLi ng. l t k ch b it. I \ 
u r pr i d J u l d n t a fa t n u h . H r r q u t A t t r d 

m mu h that I lune r d t writ ch b k r p rt m If. 
And h didn c b th r c pr c c. 

Th b k r p re c an A and I bi cc rl , di pp inc d 
chat all h aid wa a p lit Thank u. h uldn t t awa 
fr rn ITI fa t n u h . 

1 arl Id n1i r ad h r in I. ltwa if h dplann dth 
wh l nari ri he fr n1 th b . innin 

But ral da lat r £ lain thr 111 ab n . h n1ad 1c a 
p Int t wa r a , h II t ITI b h r r at r . I c a 
ju c n u h c build n1 h p n. 

ud ha ch u he l mi ht ha arn d n1 I n. Bue it 
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strange what you'll do when you're so desperate for attention. 
Elaine was the only popular girl who'd so much as even spoken 
to me. 

I wa always elf- onsciou and shy at ocial v nt -
particularly, dance , mix r , and make-out parcie . o mu h o 
chat I rar ly attended chem. Bue chi time, I'd ri kit and arr nd 
ch fir t n ighborhood dan . I'd already d cided chat I was going 
co a k Elain Ro n co dan . If h aid y it would boo t my 
to k with th guy in th liqu . If h turn d rn down at I a t 

Id had ch u r co er . 
rr; m pl B ch El 111 i r w r r pi al of mo t n i h b rh d 

dan . Th u - v n th liqu - t d ar und n n 
f ch n u r ro m whil th p pular girl lu t r d n 

ch r · Th b huffi d th ir h t n rvou I laughin 
t llin j k and n1aking nid mn1 nt about th girl . Th 

i rl in turn I d and p int d a r th dan A r at th 
bo . 

Th c ni hr I c d ff c ch id r h ar 1n what Id a 
c lain . h wa candin with Ali Hir h an ch r f ch 
popular irl wh d n r a kn wl d d m . ] uld h I th 
lump in m chr t ti ht n I walk d a ro ch r m. R al r 
im in d Ihle that r , in th r n1 wa n n1,---- p iall 
th u in ch liqu he .b uc hi k nin ut. Burl wa 
al r ad half a a r ch r r rn A r h n Ali p re d n1 
fir t. h i nal d t £lain ich a li he rile f h r h ad. 

Ju ca I blurt d uc Wi uld u lik c dan... Elain uc 
111 ff. rr r but thank n a , h aid. Ju r lik chat. 

, n p I n a ti n . Wh had I p c d an ch r kind 
f n 1 

'111 n h abrupt! turn d ba I c ard Ali and b ch f 
ch 111 tare I c i I . 1 crud d ba kc th b id f th 111. 
I didn t d r p.i k up 111 h ad h r fi ar f ha · t nfr nt all 
ch lau hin fa . M alp tin I d 111 I fi Jc bbl and 
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my face was flushed. The la t time I felt so mortified was when 
I threw up in kindergarten, after our teacher, Mrs. Buckley, had 
publicly criticized my drawings. 

Before I'd even made it back co the boys' side, I heard Alice 
ay- loudly enough for all the ochers co h ar-"J'd n v r 

dance with him· he' coo horc. B side , h hangs around with 
chose ocher loser . At rec , all they ev r talk about i cupid 
ba eball.' 

I wallowed hard and tried not co cry. My I gs felt o h avy. 
I wondered if I had enough trength co make it co ch entranc . 
Knee haking, I kulked out of ch r c room and h ad d craighc 
horn . I crawled into b d without aying good night co anyone. 
I wa coo numb with humiliation co v n cake off my loch . 

Th next day I duck d around rairw II and hid in dark 
orn r of ch hallway. I k pt my h ad down during la at 

lun h, and at r . I v n avoid d P t r and Mik my two 
r ron1 . Ev ry two n1inut it m d I h k d my 
war h. By chr o lo k I ouldn t wait co g t ch h II out of 
ch r . 

I had co adn1it char Ali ru I r n1ark did hav m truth 
co it. Mik Rubin and P t r hwarrz th two o ial ur a t I 
hung out with p nt 111 t of ur rim at r talking about 
ba ball. 

And it tru chat ba ball had b nm ah ha n r 1n 
fifth rad . Ex pt f; r r ad in b k ba ball wa ch nl chin 
chat mad m f; I kn wl d ab) and ur . 

I ran h m rabb d a br 111 ti k ut f ch t put 
n n1 hi h-c p and Id t rn rdur and ra d 

d w n c L c- a d- h I d r I - c r n p n fi Id 
n ch f 1 ch and B a h ha11 n I Ori . A I w._ tr d 

ha 11 d u I f t 11 i 11 t J a n1 aj " B" 1 pr c n I d l wa D LI l 
nid r, ch n Ja Ii R. bin 11 ch n ii I-I d . It a a an1il i r 

r i t LI al- a · r Id I r tr at d t h n r l n d d c a p fr 111 
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MIC HAEL TEINBE RG 

disappointment at home or in chool. 
I k pt it up until the broom handl wa overed with ni ks 

and curs, and my palm had prour d blood bli t r . And with 
ach wing of th broom handl a nagging voi in id m k pt 
aying I II how th m. om day, th y lJ all b paying a half-a-

bu k to war h m play. 

junior High Yearbook 

A far ba k a f uld r m mb r I id liz d writ r ch am 
wa I w r hi pp d pr fi i n I ba ball pla r . ln w r 

1 mp i an d w h p w r p ran fr m m n1 a i a I u r 
chacw uld Ith u he alw rm in lu i t m . . Buticdidnt 
t p n1 fr m wantin t writ . 

In i heh rad ch nl la I I k d fi rward t wa 
L n ua Art . M t a h r Mr. A r n a lwa pra1 111 m 
b k r p rt and pap r hi h nl m d m ant t rk 
hard rt pl him.Whnh oa m Hu kFinnpap rbak 
h hand d m hard r n at her in th Ry . 

If u Ii k d H LI k h t J d m u II r a II o- t n \ i th 
thi H Id n aulfi Id hara t r. 

H I d n q u i kl b '" 1n n1 n r I n1 d J . H u I d 
rti uL t 111 n d p t , arnin _ . l in turn und r t 

n o t and lf-in1p d i lati n id ntifi cl with hi mpa i n 
r a II ch l r and u t t n d ha r d h i d i d a in fi r th 

ph ni . F k I w nt " r und in1itatin th hip it wa 
h rail d. l n unn1ail cl Fan I tt r t J. . alin r. 

ft r n1 La 11 u a r r t rm p r j r l r t a r 1 
H Id n ulfi ld l n 1- ff - h rt kt h chat p lun1b d 
m d p t ar nd r r pr j udi . l r t ab LI t ch dad 
th u h t I ha r b r d t a rd t a h r 111 fa 111 i I , n d n 1 1 f. 
But l r rv d 1n n ti t r nd di rib ft r la mat 

1 7 
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especially the clique and the popular girl . 
Mr. Aaron ncouraged me to how th ketche to the school 

yearbook editors. I was Aatt red, but I wa n't ur I could how 
anything this per onal to strangers. Suppa they hated it? Wor 
yet, what if they want d to publi h it? Th n v ryon would 
know what I wa thinking. 

I'd alway b n uriou about Rita a lli and Sarah 
' Broomfi Id th y arbook' di tor . I'd ob rv d th min ch hall 

and in ch cab t ria talking to ch ir Boh mian fri nd . Boch w r 
ighch grad r who look d old r and act d far mor aloof and 
ophi ti at d than any of the oth r girl . Boch had dark, braid d 

long hair and th y dr d lik id ntical twin : loo -fitting bla k 
abl -knit w at r bla k wool arv chat hung down to th ir 

kn baggy bla k kirr , bla k o k , and ich r high bla k 
boot or Indian mo a in . Th ir fa w r pal and wa h d-

ue looking. And ch n v r wor mak -up r lip ti k. Th y 
alwa look d lik ch yd ta dour all night at orn re nwi h 
Villag jazz lub making r h r and drinking hard whi k . I 

uld imagin rh m fiv y ar from n w rudying lie ratur or 
philo phy at Mount H I ok mirh r Rad Jiff- · r an f 
rh ch r x I u i n I t r ol I g . 

Wh n r Id rh 111 in th ah r ria rh d b han in 
ur with a n1all nrourag f ighrh gr d girl who look d 

and dr d ju r lik th y did. Id m rim av drop whil 
th y pok in hu h d riou t n about ch books th y w r 
r ading and rh ool mu i ian wh w r gigging down in th 
Villag . I kn w I wa n r hip n ugh h r chi rowd. t rh 
cw gi r I w r th on I on I d n u n r r d in v n ar f 

h ol who v n talk d about bo k and writ r . F r a n1 m nt 
I nt rtain d rh fantas that w w r kindr d pirit - and 
p rhap th might v n lik m k t h . But l uldn t ju t 
barg in on th m and a My t a h r Mr. Aaron t ld m to 

iv th t you. 
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To find out, then, what I was up against, I made a scouting 
trip to the yearbook's office. 

Th 'offic " wa at the far nd of the third Aoor, right next 
to the fir ap . The room was a conv rt d upply lo t that 
re k d of cal cigar tt mok , Clorox, and offi grind . 

For all it grungin th plac had kind of mu ry old 
book tor harm about it. Th hipp d p ling wall w r 
ov r d with bla k and whir po t r of writ r from th 20 

and O lik H mingway, Firzg rald rtrud t 1n Edna Sr. 
Vin nt Millay and t inb k. 

Wh n Ip k d through th half-op n d do r ch rwo girl 
had th ir ba k t m . Th y w r I aning v r a rat h d oak 
d k that wa tr wn with h t of wrinl<l d ryp write n pag . 
B th w r h in- rn kin and ipping ffi a ch pa d ch 
pa ba k and h rth. I ould h ar faint mut d train f mu i 

min fr m r di . Jr und d lik th j zz- Mil Oa i 
lrran M nk- ch t I Ii t n d t nth J zzb llin h \ 

1 t at ni he. 
1 h It a harp p n in n1 h t. I pi cur d m If 1tt1n ith 

Rita nd ar h at m im in d j zz lub in th Wi t Villa 
m kin t I ki n b u t u r fa r it b k n d ri t r n d 

int rrnitt ntl d h t f t h. 
A t r \ k pr ti n and w rr l fin II put m 

kt h 1n br nm .nil n I p and rt m n rn and , 
h 111 r 111 la nth fr nr.Th nlh Id nt ch p fir 
rw 111 r da n Frida fr rn 11 h n I kn 

u Id b n 1 I id ch 11 I p u n d r r h ffi d r. n 
a it I ft 111 h nd 1 i111m di t I nt d r r k n 
tr i d t I id 111 h n d u n d r th r r cc k b r 1 1 n u p. 

l r tt d rd (_ d thinl ritin . 171 n 
n m rnin du ri 11 111 m h lJ n n i r h nd d 111 
ffi - t in d n --n, in h· lurr d ll l U ( n y I ' t 

nan, 11d I il er I tn ee l Lll th h 111 r m num r. { 

, 
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in tinccively kn w it was bad new . Why el e would they b 
ending back ch nvelop ? My ar burned and my h art wa 

chumping o loudly char I was ur v ryon could h ar it. I 
couldn't bring my elf co open the nv lope. 

I thought about it all morning until I ouldn t rand ch 
c n ion any long r. In fourth period o ial Scudie , I a k d 
for a bathroom pa and duck d b n ach a cair a wher no 
on could m . All I ould hop for wa a polic r j ccion. 
Or mayb om ugg cion on how co in1prov ch writing. I 
ripp d ch nv lop op n and in id wa a handwritt n not . 
Two hort nt n : W don't ac pt work lik chi . B id 
it i n t cyp d." Ir wa ign d ch Editor . 

My kn b gan co hak . I r ad rho h arcl omm nt 
ov r and ov r again. What did ch y m an by work lik chi ? 
I h le a mom ncary cab of ang r. Ir wa all Mr. Aaron' fault. 
Why did h ubj cm co chi ? Wh n ch ang r pa d I b gan 
co blam my If. I hould hav known b cc r. I hadn c t Ir 
ham d in ch v nth grad clan . 

All aft rn on I walk d around in a cup r. In ch hall I 
a o id d on ca t with v r on . 0 n th bu rid ho m I 
at alon and buri d m h ad in a b ok. TI1 r j cion rung o 

mu h char finall I uldn ck pit com If. I blurt d it uc c 
my par nt at dinn r. 

y; u c ok a han and it didn t w rk ut rn fach r aid. 
Yi u II b un ba k. 

a y for hin1 t a . I wi h I had hi r iii n 
M moth r h It rr for m - whi h wa of ur ch 

ympachy I wa I king h r. h ugg c d I talk co Mr. Aar n. 
Mayb h ould ay om thing co ch cw dicor . Ir wa good 
of h r t cak my cba k co h art. Bue th la t thing I want d 
wa co g1v th cw harpi th aci fa tion f knowing how 
I h I c. 

For ch n xc w w k Id ima 1n ch m 1n that br om 
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closer, laughing and making fun of my writing. When I pa sed 
chem in the halls, I couldn't bear co look either one in the eye. 
Ev n if I did have the baJI co stare chem down, they wouldn't 
hav had the lighre r idea who I wa . 

What' worse, I wondered, being rejected or being invi ible? 
In two y ar of junior high, rho e emed co b my only two 
option . 

So I turn d my arr nrion to making ch umm r VF.W 
ba ball t am. Fu I d by ch two diror r j rion, and rill 
driv n co prov n1y If co th liqu and ch ir arrogant girlfri nd , 
aJl char umm r it m d a if I wa on an urg nr mi ion. If 
I didn r play for ch V.F.W t am th r wa virtually no han 
of making th high chool var ity- my ob iv dr am in 
th v nth grad dan . 

Pitcher Wannabe 

At chi rt n I was what ba ball a h call d a hi pp r - a 
Ii hrly awkward bur not ntir ly in pt arhl t . I kn w Id n v r 

b n f th t p ba ball play r . Id n a lot f gam and I 
ould p t th d n in an in rant. Th ha c an ffi rd 
ra an a and fluidity that infu r cur . Id n r 

ha that kind f raw ability. rill I wa dri n t pit h. 

1l1at umn1 r I lit r ll tau hrn1 1ft pith. l rad d z n 
f h w-t b ks and [ ru tin iz d th 111 hani and Aaw f th 

maj r I a u hi tt r I at h d n TV and in p r n. n h n1 

arurd I nt t Ebb t Fi ld and r dir ti b hind th 
plat - ch b tan I fi r cud in th D d r pit h r habit 
and d Ii r. And It k pa and pa f n t . 

Pr a h r R a tall and lanky all ann and J . H had 
a bi w pin rn ti n and hi h I kj k char hi Id d ch ball 
fr 1n th barr r lin f i i n. D n N nib built Iii 

I I 
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a lumberjack. He had a ninety mile-an-hour fastball, and a 
perpetual scowl designed to intimidate oppo ing hitters. 

Still, Carl Erskine wa the pitcher I identified with most. He 
had a lender build-narrow shoulders and a capered waist. He 
looked more like a di ranee runner than a pitcher. Bue he threw a 
sneaky fa cbaJI and a wicked overhand sinker that induced hitters 
co beat the ball into the ground. I noticed too chat he threw all 
hi pitches, including the chang -up, with the same motion. 
What made him o effective wa that the hitters couldn t pick 
up the ball' rotation until it wa right on top of chem. 

Mor over I liked hi cunning and resili nc . In a Sporting 
News int rvi w an oppo ing manager had aid that uni you 
got co him right away you were in for long day. Bur ev n when 
h got roughed in th arly inning I noti d chat Er kin rarely 
lo chi ompo ur . U ually h d eel down by th third inning. 
Ju t lik th arci I aid h d g t trong r a ch gam w nt on. 
That umm r I cudi d him mor r fully than th och r . 

Th r w r morn nr that umm r wh n pit hing m d to 
om natural) t m . If I n ntrar d hard nou h I ould 

chr w crik han p d nd mak rh ball ink r br ak 
harpl awa fr m th barr r. I n had a kna k h r izin up 

hirr r w akn . ] uld r II wh r a barr r blind p t w r 
ju r b cud in hi habit and mann ri m . 

A a pit h r 111 inhibici n nd lf-d ubc m cl c 
di I . Wh n r I wa uc nth m und l h le a a ur d 

I did wh n I wa irrin in rh rand ac Ebb c Fi Id cud in 
pit h r m h ni and pl inin ch 111 nd uc f th am 
c m Mik and P c r. 

Wh n I pi h d r i 11 ni 11 11d r b cc r a a 
hall 11 11 th m und all f 111 n r p n. I uld 

h l th ann br z 11 n1 h k h r th mufA d 11 i 
d m t c 111 lllc t he rt r and ch th r t an1 barb . 11 

f it di tr t d 1n . In fa t i c rnad 111 b r d n h rd r. 
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Even the little gestures and rituals felc natural; tossing the 
spongy resin bag nonchalantly to the ground and watching the 
swirl of dust kick up, or inhaling a ba eball' pungent scent, 
rubbing up its smooch, lick surface, wrapping my thumb, index, 
and middle finger around the ball's raised earn , earching for 
the right grip on the curve, fastball, inker, or change-up. Most 
of all, I relished the cat and mou e game char went on becw en 
pitch r and hitter- m d ciding what pitche to throw, the 
hitter trying to gue s. 

I didn t throw hard nough to hav what oach call a liv 
arm. To build my tr ngth and nduranc ea h morning I got 
up arly and ran on th b ach-w aring army boot and a rubb r 
ja k t. During the day I p dal d my bik v n hard r wh n I 
d liv r d pr ripti n . Afr r work Id go d wn into our I 
damp llar and lift w ighr . 

I n b ant chink of m If a a pit h r. In mulari n f 
th big) au r Idwalkar undrh n i hb rh d v n nth 
h tt t da w arin a atin ba ball ja k t drap d ro m 
r i ht h u Id r. Wh n r n n a k d m ab u t it I d x p I a in 
th r it wa t k p ITT) pit hin rm w rm b cw n arnc . 

ln th I t up a r ubr pra ti r utin . Fir t I 
ut a cw I -in h h I (th 1z f h m plat in c b d h t 
nd hun it n ch ba k ard l ch lin . Th n r nio-ht until 

it t dark I thr w hundr d f rubb r- r d ba ball t 
th t r t. [ t th ball b tradin m pp nd B wman 
bubbl um ard with Arn Id B rk 1tz h w rl d at th 
I al b tt1 n ran . 

B, n1id-JL1l l uld thr vi L1r Lit f r 6 pith 
th r LI h th b d h t h l . B, th nd f th um 111 r l LI Id 
thr chr f fi ith blind ld n. r11 ,n 
br th an t din fr nt th d r, ith L at in hi 
h nd, hil J pit h d h d t nni b II t hin1. B trin1min cr h 
JI fu zz. u uld 111 I it r al and dip re z. il . 1 h 111 r l 
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work d at pitching, the more instinctive it felt. By mid-summer, 
it wa a natural co me a r ading a book. 

I wa convinc d chat with the right guidance and coaching, 
I co u Id ge c a Io c b cc r a c ch i . 

l en f thi a cpp ar din a d iffi r nt rrn 111 ti/L Pit hin: A 
Mernoir. Mi h ioa n tat n i r i Pr 00 . 
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