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W I N N ER 

DAG UERREOTYPE PORTRAIT OF WOMAN & 81RD 

Maureen Alsop 

A wo man , a soldier, a bird-all bo rn 
within cages, learned quickly to p ipe songs 
which rose wi ldly upward 
in to th e sky's o ran ge skirr, & changed 
into liqu id . -n, ey were narrowed, eventually, 
by the weave between clouds. 

In rhe mind's well-lit alleyway, a wavering 
billboa rd holds 
rhe image o f an 8-year-old girl 
& a bicy le rh ar she is yet 
un able to ride. The wind pulls her leeward . She 

is crossing now over crosswalk dusr, & 
a shadowbroken sho reline. 

When larks fall fro m the sky, an indiscrimin ate sound , 
a bellow, ruptures in the reeds- crape 
of coccyx & lull. Wakeful wing-bea rs 
altern ate with sho rt periods of sa iling. 

"Ilic hea rr's iri dil ares, machinery lips 
swell. ll1e mo nkey inside rhe child 
peddles madly to maintain morion's 
steadin ess. 
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How does she measure her motive 
to meet unconscious wing? She studies 
herself, steadies the mirror. She props 
her nipple into the cup of her palm; 
beneath her left breast, a nesr 
of ca rtilage & wing exposed: 

rremo r & brea th. Half dressed 
by moo nlight, gazing, she sees 
her face backward. 

In th e unfurnished roo m, windows 
warped with winter frost, she glances 
th e tremble & slip of leaves fro m th e pin oak. 

ll1e woman inside th e girl 
wi ll neve r know whether she's seen 
herself She wi ll grow from th e radian ce 
of the girl 's wa rmth ; the girl wi ll depart 
witho ut contemplation o r shade. The woma n 
will li e dow n with a soldier 

who ca rri es a letter in his left hip pocker-a letter 
from his brother who fell down the stairwell 
of the Osawa to mie Sana to rium, du ring the war. 

She has fo rgorre n 
h is face 
he is noth ing bur a wave 
capp ing at sea, o r a sra in in th e linoleum, something 
occasionall y referred ro. Each winter 

he unfo lded the cramped paper 
& read co her. His ink thinned annually 

2

Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal, Vol. 6, Iss. 2 [2007], Art. 2

https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol6/iss2/2



until she was le~ , a~er two decades, 
with a page that read : 

II//////// Ill/ II 
!Ill II II/ Ill/II !Ill/ 

/Ill/Ill/ I/I /Ill I Ill/I IIIII IIIIIII IIIIII/I 
Ill/ Ill llllllll I Ill lllll /Ill/I 

I/II /!Ill/II/ , 
/II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I/ I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

- specimens of gray feathers 
& soot- fragments pulsing 

MAUREEN ALSO P 

wildly within her veins: little birds 
with stitched up eyes 

soa rin g under lithium rain clouds-

He is what made her small as she ca rved 
him from wood-shav ing his fa ce with a pen knife. 

He rises from the struggling mid-ground, 
a wisp of fuel. He is the thud 
where her hea rt fe ll from the bough. 

No one will ask about the aperture 
of lilacs un fo lding o r the animal memory 
of sparrows. They are phases. he sketches 
diagrammatic references to landscape. She assigns 
rooms fo r each tree. The unit between trees 
is a weightl ess mo tion. Loose 
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bits of gravel drop from her pen. H o rses a re pu lled 
o ut of her body b lown open 
& spinning fro m the lungs. 

Knorred faces in the box elde rs 
C\visc into the horizon. Filament 
roo ts sil ence her. A serpents' whistle 
advances rhro ugh the glowing d ust. 71,e slack 
softness in the wo man's jaw was the li ght 
turnin g its ancho rage. Imo what 
does she not sin k' Slagheap & shoa l 

at th e edge of cown-a fi eld where cicadas crackle 
from the treetops & the scars rattle. 

10 

4

Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal, Vol. 6, Iss. 2 [2007], Art. 2

https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol6/iss2/2


	Daguerreotype Portrait of Woman and Bird
	Recommended Citation

	HP_V6N2_007
	HP_V6N2_008
	HP_V6N2_009
	HP_V6N2_010

