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Delaney-Ullman: Misconception in Florida

MiscoNCEPTION IN FLORIDA
Lorene Delany-Ullman

Not all death is small like a black dot. A period.
Another baby. Rented houses always have carpet
the color of something edible. Orange marmalade.
Wait until the cockroaches die. Their small black
bodies curl and shine; some fly into the neck of
the night. My little girl and I swat the palmetto
bugs with our shoes. The chameleons die behind
the couch because the heat and the door are open.
No shedding of skin, just the dried small skeletons.
All summer the streets swell with rain for the faithful.
I ask God to be still. Instead, the blankets upon our bed
become a river and I begin to swim. Without a sound,
children drown, what drowns inside the body,

what pushes for release.
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