
Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal 

Volume 8 Issue 1 Article 12 

June 2008 

Our Great Cities Our Great Cities 

Brian Russell 

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Russell, Brian (2008) "Our Great Cities," Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal: Vol. 8: Iss. 1, Article 12. 
Available at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol8/iss1/12 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal by an authorized editor of The Open Repository @ 
Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please contact ORB@binghamton.edu. 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol8
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol8/iss1
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol8/iss1/12
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol8%2Fiss1%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol8/iss1/12?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol8%2Fiss1%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ORB@binghamton.edu


OuR GREAT CrnEs 
Brian Russell 

Our great cities once builc 
us in their image. One by one 

they gave us 
names, our countless variations 
of progress. So we are all 

and always their children, 
moving furiously in every direction, in great number and 

with great speed and withour 
question. But they want to tell us our moving 

forward is just another way of coming home. 

Where our fathers rise like shimmering towers over 
the violent night. And our mothers-

chose beautiful enterprises who leave a light on. 
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