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PETE ROSE AND A BOTTLE OF CHEAP MERLOT 

gary lundy 

last night i drank 
a bottle of cheap merlot 
the kind of wine connoi eurs 
would never couch 
would shudder and blush 
the kind of wine 
a guy like me should drink 
would drink 
which is fine 
because i'd never be able 
co afford their wine 
never mind popping 
the cork on chat bonle 
of expensive red wine 
then ticking lip and congue 
on the glas co drink it 
good wine like good money 
in my hand 
are oon partying o why 
go all that way even 

last night i drank 
a bottle of cheap merlot 
the wine thing tarted 
because i love a woman 
who loves a man 
who wants co hurt me 
so he says 
because i love a woman 
who loves him 
give her things 
so i life the glas 
and drink this bottle 
of cheap merlot 
sorting through brain cells 
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determining guilt 
or inno ence and in that way 
ending tho e gui lty 

ba card t the guillotine 
i mean no en 
killing the good fucking brain cell 
when there are alway tho e 
criminal c II ju t load d enough 
to hone cly an wer ye or no 
and i fe I pretty damn good 
clo ing in n chi b rcle 
of cheap merlot 
my arm and leg and lip 
weak with pin needl 
it's all cool 

then i'll be damn d 
but teven eagal p und 
on the door 
and i'm here co cell you 
wh n t ven eagal pound 
on your door 
you better n t ignore it 
. ·> 
1 mean Ive n 
enough of hi movi 
co know he can damn well 
kick a door off 
it hinge i mean kick 
a door in r al asy like 
o him pounding and me 
rumbling up off the r d ofa 

not wine red 
but bright bloody no er d 
tumbling off th r d ofa 

i knock the damn borcle 
of cheap merlot 
over and my dog 
the one i dance with 
all the tim 
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beats my congue co the floor 
and begin lapping 
the wine up so 
i settle the bottle upright 
and kick him under the chin 
which makes him 
grin and whine like 
the be t dog he is 

and i realize something 
truly amazing i taking place 
i mean omething 
miraculou like water 
into wine i happening 
i'm steven seagal 
and i'm right this minute 
daring a gaggle of guys 
to attack knowing 
i can lap them silly 
i mean slap the shit 
out of each one 
on my knees 
my left hand behind my back 
i'm teven eagal 
and the last guy 
left standing has a knife 
he has a fucking sharp knife 
but it' all good 
as they now ay 
becau e i'm cool and 
Steven seagal is cool 
and i clean up my living room 
with remnants of guys 
derelict catholics 
or mormon or omething 
given co the dark side 
ralph nader 

GARY LUNDY 
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no one finally gees hurt 
but i feel better 
i mean i feel good 
about the night and the 
cheap merloc 
and even cheap wine glass 
the one of two we bought 
the day before you 
walked our of my life 
the gla we bought 
at pier one import 
che one char' now 
peeling paint off red 
and orange 
bur the glas till 
hold the cheap merloc 
without complaint 
o it's good 

meg ryan it' good 
you walked our on me 
but left those two 
memento wine glas e 
reminder of what i had 
and lo t becau e i couldn't 
top ob e ing about you 

and chi older guy 
who fell in love with you 
che wild old fuck 
chinking he could keep up 
with me with you meg 
and of cour e he could 
and of cour e he does 
because he me in 
that ocher film 
we thought about making 
about valentines and the mascara 
running down your eyes 
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i don't know from squat 
about any of this 
except you keep calling him 
when you're having crouble 
or just wane to feel good 
and when he hears your voice 
sceve meg and i a.II smile 
nod our head 
and ing harmony parts 
to an old ca.role king ong 
about calling out names 
friend and a.II that shit 
and even though 
i' ll likely gee the shit 
kicked out of me 
for aying thi 
because sceven ea.gal 
just left 
even though i'U likely 
gee the hie kicked out of me 
for aying this 
what th fuck it makes 
me look informed 
and why not ace 
like a lady 
ace like the lady i am 
under thi et of sweats 
not cur ing or smoking 
none of that for me 
nope not for me 
i'm a lady 
and pece ro e 
has been el cced 
co ba eball ' ha.II of fame 
and that' in my poem 
not your and it' 
about fucking time 

GARY LUNDY 
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