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DEREK 

Keith Mearro 

haron lean over in bed and invites me to karaoke for her 
engagement parry. Ir's a bad idea, bur I can never say no. When 
I agr e he stays for another hour before she goes back uptown 
to Richard. 

I get to ing Time the next night. The crowd is frat boys, 
ian girl and theater kid . There's a monitor over the bar and 

on ch vide a guy and a girl rumble and tousle each other's hair. 
The lyri run along the creen, but everyone already knows the 
words: 'heer up, kepy jean. Oh, what can it be? 

I leave the daydream believers and homecoming queens and 
g t Ro m ix. Ri hard hugs me as if it's been years, not days. 

haron mile bur ray on the bench. They're both drunk. 
obody else is here. ome parry. Richard presses a button on the 

wall. A waiter appear in 1.2 econd . Richard says something 
in Japane e and in 3.2 seconds the guy returns with two beers 
and a Riesling. 

Richard picks a song from when we were kids, when he first 
claimed har n. He ings like a prince. ever mind that he 
h lped turned the global economy into a burning pile of slag. 
With chat voice I'd marry him. 

Th n haron cake the mike and says to me in a slurry voice: 
Thi one' for you. For a econd my heart tightens. Bue when 
ch mu ic care , ic' only chat song from the musical about the 
di cacor' wife. The ong ucks; it's all sentiment and syncopation 
and rring . rill , when haron hits the chorus, I shiver and 
wonder why she ever wen c co law school. After the song, Sharon 
blow ki e and to se an invisible bouquet. Then she passes me 
th mike. I remind her I can't sing. 

Who cares? Richard says. We're all drunk. We're all friends. 
Every ong in che book seems wrong. Finally, I see a tune 

that' not about love with an easy melody. My voice is too soft, 
then coo loud, but never on key. The whole time Sharon and 
Richard watch me like a disabled kid's parents. I stumble through 

144 

1

Meatto: Derek

Published by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB), 2009



KEITH MEATIO 

two verses before I put down che microphone. We should have 
jousted. The mu ic churns along for a while. Then Sharon cakes 
the mic and finishes the song. 

Richard suggest another round. I say I need co go. I have 
first period tomorrow. Emily Dickinson. 

Seay, haron says. You can teach chat in your sleep. 
Nobody ays anything for a while. Then Richard puts his 

hand on my houlder. 
Look, he ay . haron cold me. 
The air leaves my lungs. Music from the next booth bleeds 

through che wall . 
Lee's ju c hang, he says. le doesn't maccer anymore. 
Then he pushes che wall button. The waiter appears right 

away, pad in hand. 
Three more, haron says, and her voice squeaks. 
Two, I ay. For the bride and groom. 
Then I bow co chem both, give the waiter a twenty and go 

out into the night. 
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