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So T EMPT r G SttE CANNOT STOP 

Peter Munro 

" omebody might think they are dancing. " 

- answer to an ancient alvinist riddle 

Why do Pre byteri ans never fu ck 
randing up ? To where doe the o ther sock 

hie off? In th e M aker s infinitude, 
co uld he cew a po t of porridge o huge 
H e could no t co nsum e it, every single bit? 
Why-co me the avocado bears a pit 
bigger than the dige rive tracts emboweled 
by mo t herbivore ? Did th at put the howl 
in howl er monkey ? Expre ing passage 
of a eed, replete with squin ched-up visage? 
By what mean am I able co cell , 
at 100 meter , if a gal quell 
th e jouncing of her breasts with a brass iere 
o r if he goe unbound, jos tling chis here 
sad world with blessings only a woman 
newly minced from a girl can mammon ? 
(H ell , at 200 meter I'm exact 
mostl y, omehow kn owing if he' stacked 
freely o r if a oft-wired undergarment 
boo t her high. Why did the Maker of varmints 
and bubonic plague stick me with such talents?) 
H ow do Presbyterian keep their balance? 
H ow does them C alvinists bespeak their Psalms 
upright? H ow is it they manage co embalm 
God's Word in human talk yet not copple 
awe truck, remaining as erect a nipples 
in the sopran o section of the choir? 
(I'd have thought that the H oly Spirit's fire , 
ruptured from their congues, would have blasted 
'em co the deck, all co heU and busted 
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under an exaltation of God's wonders 
as weighty as a Conquistador's plunder. 
That one' harder co answer than the sound 
of one hand slapping.) If Grace abounds 
and Je us invites each least Child co feast, 
wantonly, lavi hly, at the greased­
pig-barbecue, why-for does my hunger 
spic me through like some steely skewer, 
piercing the di ranee of me rill foretold 
appetite drive me co chat cable extolled 
umBiblical and I ravish what God 
spread before me, praying neither grace nor lauds, 
unmarveling at the way my belly 
growl on, gracelessly, a if the jellies 
and condiments of Heaven could not sate? 
How much muse I uffer co lose weight? 
In whose room do rho e women come and go 
conver acing of Michelangelo? 
If the beast in me ogles females 
on a sunny summer day, impaled 
upon his own ancient, animal 
knowledge, glaring at chose gals' carnival 
struts in colorful, sheer blouses, his anger 
be t expre ed through liturgy lest dangerous 
lust contort hymnals co such deformed 
phrases of worship chat the new ab norms 
thusly defined are enough co render 
Presbyter coo destitute co render 
offers in the terrifying commerce 
conducted by lover , can I coerce 
praise from my beast sufficient co exalt 
char Womb wherein reacion defaults 
me as if tectonic drift decrees muscle 
along lippage of ale and corpuscle? 
What kind of God imagined flaculence, 
erectile function in luminous tumescence, 
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and conniption frerced by boys seeking girls 
and girls eeking boy whil e crimson un furls 
war and pur magnificent tribal 
movement laxa ti ved a go ry as the Bible? 
I h laughing Hi as off at me and yo u 
speaking o beautifully di cane from what is True? 
Will I still b lonely in H aven? 
Ac ni ght when che con tell ation leaven 
the dark a billion rim cold lov lier 
chan I am lonely or loneli er 
doe one of od' ye I- py th ro ugh each tar-hole 
pri ked in that bla k mantle? H ow many hoals 
of e d it cake th lncreace 
co bl d li ght thr ugh like co osculate 
off: pring wirl ed ali e in char cauJd ro n 
which i Hi wo mb ta rin g fixed, the hildren 

f rea cion c mpcing h an c cop 
Him If from wa tching while we bebop 
our affa ir u kn w fu cking upright 
drinking dancing and whatnot? If uptight 
ongr ga nt pra ti ce th ir ritual 

adequately t om un co piritual 
puri ty, u h that Pre byte ri an 
choru like a ch ir of a ordi on 
wheezing d rum' d p c precepts, 
why hould ch h r ography of mi - cepped 
prai clan d off-ke co a hymn-tun e, burden 
the Rock with u h c rro r and a hard-on? 
W hy i th r vii ? hy i ex fun ? 
Do Pr b teri an oft n g c done 
by each oth r in u h public place 
that they ould b caught co ming where race i , 
(and be caken ~ r dancing)? And ac the dance, 
that time ou c k my hand and circumstance 
pla d couch at odd with nobili ty of ouJ ; 
I mean, that time my wane of couch left a hole 
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into which I could not cram God and remain 
present and unbroken-why then did you arraign 
me co my body and afflict me with terror 
chat at any moment you might see your error? 
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