Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal

Volume 10 | Issue 1 Article 32

June 2010

What We Look at Now

Alita Pirkopf

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate

Recommended Citation
Pirkopf, Alita (2010) "What We Look at Now," Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal: Vol. 10: Iss. 1, Article 32.
Available at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol10/iss1/32

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). It has
been accepted for inclusion in Harpur Palate: a Literary Journal by an authorized editor of The Open Repository @
Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please contact ORB@binghamton.edu.


https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol10
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol10/iss1
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol10/iss1/32
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://orb.binghamton.edu/harpurpalate/vol10/iss1/32?utm_source=orb.binghamton.edu%2Fharpurpalate%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ORB@binghamton.edu

Pirkopf: What We Look at Now

‘What WE Look at Now
Alita Pirkopf

Photos

of my friend’s

relatives look

like mine—

my relatives,

my inherited photos.

I don’t always know

who I am looking at.

Like the pictures

in a stereoscope,

the photos of our families
come together into one image.
Qur stories, too, are similar.

Up to a point.

My German great-grandfather
came to America

to escape war. Hers did too
the only one in her family

to escape war.

And this is the point.

Her family, house mice
to Nazis, were trapped
and exterminated.

They traversed Galicia,
climbed the Carpathians,
and ended

Published by The Open Repository @ BinghamtonifThelORB),



HatirPatate: a Literary Journal, Vol. 10, Iss. 1 [2010], Art. 32

in heavy clouds
of smoke.

That’s what we look at
now. That’s the point.
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