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INTENTON Forgetting the Body
FORGETTING ®
THE BODY

JEONGRYE
CHOI

TRANSLATED BY
BRENDA HILLMAN & WAYNE DE FREMERY

Opium poppies swayed in the turtle’s eyes;
Nakhwa Crags had three-thousand palace girls by its side.

The cat lives beneath the car tire,
the cancer cell beneath the rib,
meowing. Meowing.

When, across from the hospital
far from here,

trains cross the Han,

when they jerk and wriggle across
like cabbage worms,

the snowstorm in the mustard seed,
the distant hill in the cuckoos’ cries—

everything is intent on forgetting the body
and the smell of this world.

In the eyelid, into the daydream,
beneath the bluff, the cherry blossoms,
everything floats, scattered and aloft.

Published by The Open Repository @ Bzin39hamtoih (The



	Intent on Forgetting the Body
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1680105243.pdf.cWUff

